
M
odern Asian Studies 

M
odern Asian Studies 

V
O

L
U

M
E

 5
8

   P
A

R
T

 1
   JA

N
U

A
R

Y
 2

0
2

4

M
odern Asian Studies

VOLUME 58   PART 1    JANUARY 2024

CONTENTS
FORUM: Mediating Collaborationism:  

Cosmopolitanism, Asianism, and the recounting of history
Yun Xia: Introduction to the Forum: Mediating collaborationism:  

Cosmopolitism, Asianism, and the recounting of history 1
ChihYun Chang and Chiu-Ya Kao: Cosmopolitan collaboration  

and wartime collaborationism: The Chinese Maritime  
Customs Service and its staff, 1932–1941 11

naoKo Kato: Saving China and admiring Japan: Cultural traitor  
Qian Daosun 34

Craig a. Smith: From collaboration to commemoration:  
Zhang Wojun and the ambiguities of identity for intellectuals  
from Taiwan 56

Jonathan henShaw: Overcoming a stigmatic past: National Central 
University students in Nanjing, China, and the politics  
of wartime history 78

Yun Xia: Simultaneously ‘national medicine’ and ‘East Asian  
medicine’: A cross-boundary network of medical exchange  
in wartime East Asia 101

thomaS SimpSon: Find the river: Discovering the  
Tsangpo-Brahmaputra in the age of empire 127

deepti mulgund: Beyond conservation: Royal picnics at Elephanta  
and the legitimization of empire 163

Shamara wettimunY: ‘The Jews of Ceylon’: Antisemitism, prejudice, 
and the Moors of Ceylon 193

nandagopal r. menon: The point of death: Religious conversion  
and the self in South India 218

nandagopal r. menon: The point of death: Religious conversion  
and the self in South India – CORRIGENDUM 243

andrew halladaY: The many swords of Shivaji: Searching for  
a weapon, finding a nation 244

giuSeppe Bolotta: Siblings, comrades, friends: Kin(g)ship,  
hierarchy, and equality in Thailand’s youth struggle  
for democracy 295

VOLUME 58   PART 1   JANUARY 2024

ISSN 0026-749X

Cambridge Core
For further information about this journal 
please go to the journal website at:
cambridge.org/ass

0026749X_58-1.indd   1 25-04-2024   14:10:34

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0026749X24000131 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0026749X24000131


editorial team : Sumit Guha, The University of Texas at Austin with  
Johan Elverskog, Southern Methodist University, Azfar Moin, The University of Texas at Austin and  

Robert M. Oppenheim, The University of Texas at Austin

advisory board
Professor Sunil Amrith, Yale University
Professor David Biggs, University of California, 

Riverside
Professor Adam Clulow, University of Texas at 

Austin
Professor Theodore Jun Yoo, Yonsei University
Dr Rachel Leow, University of Cambridge

Professor Amanda Seaman, University of 
Massachusetts Amherst

Dr Samita Sen, University of Cambridge
Professor Samira Sheikh, Vanderbilt University
Professor Anna Stirr, University of Hawai‘i
Professor Sebastian Veg, EHESS

consulting editors
Professor Ravi Ahuja, Georg-August-University 

Göttingen
Professor Seema Alavi, University of Delhi
Professor Shahid Amin, University of Delhi
Professor Richard Eaton, University of Arizona
Professor Timothy Harper, University of Cambridge
Professor Caroline Humphrey, University of 

Cambridge
Professor Sunil Khilnani, Ashoka University
Professor Dorothy Ko, Barnard College, Columbia 

University
Professor Elisabeth Köll, University of Notre Dame
Professor Angela Leung, The University of Hong 

Kong
Professor Magnus Marsden, University of Sussex
Professor Rana Mitter, University of Oxford

Professor Deepak Nayyar, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University

Professor Polly O’Hanlon, University of Oxford
Professor J. Charles Schencking, University of  

Hong Kong
Dr Ornit Shani, University of Haifa
Professor Naoko Shimazu, Yale-NUS College
Professor Radhika Singha, Jawaharlal Nehru 

University
Professor Ajay Skaria, University of Minnesota
Professor Eric Tagliacozzo, Cornell University
Professor Robert Travers, Cornell University
Professor Hans Van de Ven, University of 

Cambridge
Professor Yangwen Zheng, University of 

Manchester

emeritus  editors
Gordon Johnson, University of Cambridge
Norbert Peabody, University of Cambridge

Joya Chatterji, University of Cambridge

Modern Asian Studies (issn 0026–749x) is published six times a year by Cambridge University Press & 
Assessment, Journals Fulfilment Department, UPH, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, UK, 
and 1 Liberty Plaza, Floor 20, New York, NY 10006, USA. The subscription (excluding VAT but 
including delivery by air where appropriate), plus electronic access to institutional subscribers, to vol-
ume 58, 2024 is £698 net (US $1219 in the USA, Canada, and Mexico) for institutions. Individuals 
who order direct from the publishers and certify that the journal is for their personal use may subscribe 
at a reduced rate of £107 for print (US $182 in the USA, Canada, and Mexico). The electronic only 
price available to institutional subscribers is £516 ($892 in the USA, Canada, and Mexico). All orders 
must be accompanied by payment. EU subscribers (outside the UK) who are not registered for VAT 
should add VAT at their country’s rate. VAT registered subscribers should provide their VAT regis-
tration number. Japanese prices for institutions are available from Kinokuniya Company Ltd, P. O. 
Box 55, Chitose, Tokyo 156, Japan.

Periodicals postage paid at New York, New York and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: 
send address changes in the USA, Canada, and Mexico to MODERN ASIAN STUDIES, 1 
Liberty Plaza, Floor 20, New York, NY 10006, USA

Information on Modern Asian Studies and all other Cambridge journals can be accessed on Cambridge 
Core via cambridge.org/ass

This journal issue has been printed on FSC™-certified paper and cover board. FSC is an 
independent, non-governmental, not-for-profit organization established to promote the responsible 
management of the world’s forests. Please see www.fsc.org for information.

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2024

Printed and bound by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon, CR0 4YY

notes to contributors
Modern Asian Studies
Modern Asian Studies promotes original, innovative, and rigorous research on the history, sociology, anthropol-
ogy, and economics of modern Asia. Covering South Asia, Southeast Asia, China, Japan, and Korea, the 
journal is published in six parts each year. It welcomes articles which deploy inter-disciplinary and compara-
tive research methods. Modern Asian Studies specializes in the publication of longer monographic essays based 
on path-breaking new research; it also carries substantial synoptic essays which illuminate the state of the 
broad field in fresh ways. Issues of the journal will occasionally contain a forum of articles on related themes. 
Responses to issues raised in the fora are welcomed by the Editor and will be subject to the usual review 
procedure. Substantial review articles will be commissioned to discuss important new books. The Book 
Review Editor also welcomes proposals for such reviews. Unsolicited review articles will be accepted on the 
basis of peer review. 

For full details, please refer to the instructions for contributors which can be found at: 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/modern-asian-studies/information/instruc-
tions-contributors

Submissions
Papers should be submitted via the following website http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ass. If there are any 
difficulties please contact the editorial office at modernasianstudies@cambridge.org 
Submission of an article will be taken to imply that it has not been previously published and that it is not on offer 
to any other publisher. Authors of articles published in the journal assign copyright to Cambridge University 
Press & Assessment (with certain rights reserved) and will receive a copyright assignment form for signature 
on acceptance of their paper. Authors are responsible for obtaining permission to reproduce any material in 
which they do not own copyright, to be used in both print and electronic media, and for ensuring that the 
appropriate acknowledgements are included in their manuscript. 
The Editors welcomes expression of all shades of opinion, but responsibility for them rests with their author. 
The Editorial Board regrets that it is not able to relay reports for articles not accepted for publication. 
All correspondence should be sent to modernasianstudies@cambridge.org

copying
This journal is registered with the Copyright Clearance Center, 27 Congress St, Salem, Massachusetts 01970, 
USA. Organizations in the USA who are also registered with the CCC may therefore copy material (beyond 
the limits permitted by sections 107 and 108 of US copyright law) subject to payment to the CCC of the per- 
copy fee of $16.00. This consent does not extend to multiple copying for promotional or commercial purposes. 
Code 0026–749x $16.00. ISI Tear Sheet Service, 3501 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104, USA, 
is authorized to supply single copies of separate papers for private use only. Organizations authorized by the 
Copyright Licensing Agency may also copy material subject to the usual conditions. For all other use, permission 
should be sought from the Cambridge or the American branches of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

Advertising 
All advertising enquiries from the USA, Mexico, and Canada please contact the Advertising 
Coordinator (New York) at USAdSales@cambridge.org. All enquiries from the rest of the world please 
contact ad_sales@cambridge.org.

0026749X_58-1.indd   2 25-04-2024   14:10:38

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0026749X24000131 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0026749X24000131



