
https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2020.135.1.1 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2020.135.1.1


January 2020

Volume 135  Number 1

PMLA
Publications of the Modern Language Association of America

Published five times a year by the association

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2020.135.1.1 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2020.135.1.1


[ P M L A

2

THE MODERN LANGUAGE  

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

[ Organized 1883, Incorporated 1900 ]
Officers

FOR THE TERM ENDING 10  JANUARY 2021

President
Judith Butler 

University of California, Berkeley

First Vice President
Barbara Fuchs 

University of California, Los Angeles

Second Vice President
Christopher John Newfield

University of California, Santa Barbara

Executive Director
Paula M. Krebs

Executive Council
FOR THE TERM ENDING 10 JANUARY 2021

Eric Hayot 
Penn State University, University Park

Evie Shockley 
Rutgers University, New Brunswick

Dana A. Williams 
Howard University

FOR THE TERM ENDING 9 JANUARY 2022

Jean Elizabeth Howard 
Columbia University

Elizabeth Mathews Losh 
College of William and Mary

Leah Richards 
LaGuardia Community College,  

City University of New York

Ramon Saldivar 
Stanford University

FOR THE TERM ENDING 8 JANUARY 2023

Ann Kalscheur Suarez 
MiraCosta College, CA

Anjali Prabhu 
Wellesley College

Julie Shoults 
Muhlenberg College

FOR THE TERM ENDING 7 JANUARY 2024

Lisa Karakaya 
Graduate Center, City University of New York

Jahan Ramazani 
University of Virginia

Ignacio Sánchez Prado 
Washington University in St. Louis

Trustees of Invested Funds
Judith Butler

Eric Hayot

William H. Janeway  
(Managing Trustee) 
New York, New York

Domna C. Stanton 
New York, New York

Catharine R. Stimpson 
New York, New York

PMLA (ISSN 0030-8129) is published five times a year, in January, March, May, September, 
and October, by the Modern Language Association of America. Membership in the associa-
tion is open to persons who are professionally interested in the modern languages and litera-
tures. Information about annual dues, which include subscription to PMLA, is available at 
www .mla .org/ Membership/ About-Membership. Membership applications are available on 
request and at www .mla .org/ Membership/ Join-the-MLA.

For libraries and other institutions, a subscription in 2020 to the electronic format of 
PMLA alone is $235 and to the print and electronic formats is $255 (domestic and Canadian) 
or $290 (foreign). Subscriptions also include online access to the 2002–19 volumes. Agents 
deduct four percent as their fee. Claims for undelivered issues will be honored if they are 
received within six months of the publication date; thereafter the single-issue price will be 
charged. To order an institutional subscription, call or write MLA Member and Administra-
tive Services (646 576-5166; subscrip@mla.org).

Single copies of issues for the current year and the previous one are available at www 
.mla .org/ store/ CID70 and from MLA Member and Administrative Services (646 576-5161; 
 bookorders@ mla .org).

The MLA publication and editorial offices are located at 85 Broad Street, suite 500, New 
York, NY 10004-2434 (646 576-5000; pmlasubmissions@mla.org).

All communications concerning membership, including change-of-address notifications, 
should be sent to Member and Administrative Services, MLA, 85 Broad Street, suite 500, 
New York, NY 10004-2434 (646 576-5151; membership@mla.org).

Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY, and at additional mailing offices.
© 2020 by The Modern Language Association of America. All rights reserved. Printed in 

the United States of America. MLA and the MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION are 
trademarks owned by the Modern Language Association of America.

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 12-32040. United States Postal Service Number 
449-660.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to PMLA, Member and Administrative Services, 
MLA, 85 Broad Street, suite 500, New York, NY 10004-2434.

PUBLICATIONS OF  

THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

[ Published five times a year ]
Available online at JSTOR and MLAJournals.org;  

indexed in the MLA International Bibliography.

••
Editor 

Wai Chee Dimock 
Yale University

Director of  

Scholarly Communication 

Angela Gibson

Head of Periodical Publications 

Sara Pastel

Senior Editor 

Barney Latimer

Associate Editors 

John D. Golbach 
Joseph Wallace

Senior Advertising Manager and 

Submissions Associate 

Annabel Schneider

Editorial Assistant 

Isabel Xiaoyue Guan

PMLA

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2020.135.1.1 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2020.135.1.1


1 3 5 . 1  ]

3

Editorial Board

Faith E. Beasley, 2020 
Dartmouth College

Galen Brokaw, 2021 
Montana State University, Bozeman

Christopher Cannon, 2020 
Johns Hopkins University

Peter J. Kalliney, 2021 
University of Kentucky

Susan Koshy, 2020 
University of Illinois, Urbana

Ilya Vinitsky, 2021 
Princeton University

Advisory Committee

Eric Gary Anderson, 2022 
George Mason University

Bernadette Andrea, 2021 
University of California, Santa Barbara

Anke Birkenmaier, 2020 
Indiana University, Bloomington

C. D. Blanton, 2022 
University of California, Berkeley

Tobias Boes, 2022 
University of Notre Dame

Karl Ashoka Britto, 2021 
University of California, Berkeley

A. Suresh Canagarajah, 2020 
Penn State University, University Park

Katharine Capshaw, 2022 
Princeton University

Michael C. Cohen, 2022 
University of California, Los Angeles

Bradin Cormack, 2020 
Princeton University

Jeffrey N. Cox, 2021 
University of Colorado, Boulder

Jenny Davidson, 2022 
Columbia University

Martin G. Eisner, 2022 
Duke University

Maud Ellmann, 2021 
University of Chicago

Jacqueline Ann Fay, 2021 
University of Texas, Arlington

Amalia Gladhart, 2020 
University of Oregon

Erin D. Graff Zivin, 2021 
University of Southern California

Paola S. Hernandez, 2021 
University of Wisconsin, Madison

Héctor Hoyos, 2020 
Stanford University

Catherine Elizabeth Ingrassia, 2021 
Virginia Commonwealth University

Caren Irr, 2020 
Brandeis University

(continued)

  5 Submitting Manuscripts to PMLA

  6 Forthcoming in PMLA

  6 Features in PMLA

••
Special Topic: Varieties of Digital Humanities

Coordinated by Alison Booth and Miriam Posner

  9 Introduction—The Materials at Hand 
Alison Booth and Miriam Posner

 23 Dimensions of Scale: Invisible Labor, Editorial Work, 

and the Future of Quantitative Literary Studies 
Lauren F. Klein

 40 The Lag: Technology and Fiction in the Twentieth Century 
Alexander Manshel

 59 Race and Distant Reading 
Richard Jean So and Edwin Roland

 74 Texturing the Digital Humanities: A Manifesto 
Sari Altschuler and David Weimer

 92 Machine Learning and Human Perspective 
Ted Underwood

110 Anthropocene and Empire: Discourse Networks of the 

Human Record 

James Jaehoon Lee and Joshua Beckelhimer

130 Toward a Diversity Stack: Digital Humanities and 

Diversity as Technical Problem 

Alan Liu

••
theories and methodologies

Digital Ecologies with a Difference

152 African American Scholars and the Margins of DH 

Howard Rambsy II

159 Media and Cultural Hybridity in the Digital Humanities 

Élika Ortega

Contents JANUARY 2020

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2020.135.1.1 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2020.135.1.1


[ P M L A

4

165 Categorically Provisional 

Susan Brown

Codes and Transformations

175 The Form of Black Lives Matter 

Daniel Shore

180 The Experimental Turn 

Katharine Coles

188 Slow Metadata 

Rachel Sagner Buurma and Jon Shaw

195 Coding for the Many, Transforming Knowledge for All: Annotating 

Digital Documents 

Elton Barker, Anna Foka, and Kyriaki Konstantinidou

203 Picture This: The Screenshot’s Use in Digital  Humanities Scholarship 

Meredith D. Clark

207 In Memoriam

208 Index of Advertisers

223 Abstracts

Advisory Committee (continued)

Kathryn Lachman, 2021 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst

Jesse Macliesh Lander, 2021 
University of Notre Dame

Leila Maria Lehnen, 2022 
Brown University

Lital Levy, 2021 
Princeton University

Mary McAlpin, 2020 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville

Jane Ogden Newman, 2022 
University of California, Irvine

Mario Ortiz-Robles, 2021 
University of Wisconsin, Madison

Kate Paesani, 2020 
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

Jorge P. Pérez, 2020 
University of Texas, Austin

Samantha Pinto, 2020 
Georgetown University

Juan G. Ramos, 2021 
College of the Holy Cross

Alan Rauch, 2022 
University of North Carolina, Charlotte

Elizabeth Rhodes, 2020 
Boston College

Sarah Robbins, 2020 
Texas Christian University

Carlos Rojas, 2021 
Duke University

Ignacio Sanchez Prado, 2022 
Washington University in St. Louis

Debarati Sanyal, 2020 
University of California, Berkeley

Jonathan Stone, 2022 
Franklin and Marshall College

Elisa Tamarkin, 2022 
University of California, Berkeley

Miriam Thaggert, 2021 
University of Iowa

Alexandra K. Wettlaufer, 2021 
University of Texas, Austin

Stefan Wheelock, 2020 
George Mason University

Sarah Winter, 2020 
University of Connecticut, Storrs

 JANUARY 2020

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2020.135.1.1 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2020.135.1.1



