
Z±. JJ^ 

VOLUME XLVI • PART 1 • SPRING 1984 

OBITUARY i 

EDITORIAL ii 

WHERE DID THEY BURY THE KINGS OF THE Il ird 
DYNASTY OF UR? 

by P . R. S. MOOREY I 

LE CIMETIERE A DE KISH. ESSAI DTNTERPRETATION 
par CATHERINE BRENIQUET i g 

ISME-DAGAN'S MILITARY ACTIONS IN THE JEZIRAH: 
A GEOGRAPHICAL STUDY 

by BARRY J . BEITZEL 2 9 

KEPLER'S VIEW OF THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM AND 
THE BABYLONIAN ALMANAC FOR 7/6 B.C. (Pis. I-II) 

by A. j . SACHS and c. B. F. WALKER 43 

ON THE ABSOLUTE VALUE OF THE ASSYRIAN qa AND 
emar 

by MARVIN A. POWELL 5 7 

THE USES OF POTTERY 
by ROSEMARY ELLISON 6 3 

PUBLISHED BY THE 

BRITISH SCHOOL OF ARCHAEOLOGY IN IRAQ, 

(GERTRUDE BELL MEMORIAL) 

31-34 Gordon Square, London WC1H OPY 

Price £11 -25 net. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002108890000694X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002108890000694X


THE BRITISH SCHOOL OF ARCHAEOLOGY 
IN IRAQ 

(GERTRUDE BELL MEMORIAL) 

A list of the Officers of the School is printed on the inside of the back cover of 
this Journal. 

Enquiries 

All correspondence relating to membership and the work of the School should 
be addressed to the Honorary Secretary, 31-34 Gordon Square, London W C i H oPY. 

Journal 

IRAQ is devoted to studies of the history, art, archaeology, religion, economic and 
social life of Iraq, and to a lesser degree of the neighbouring countries where they 
relate to it, from the earliest times down to about A.D. I 700. Texts concerning these 
subjects, with translations and comments, will be considered ; exclusively philological 
articles will not be accepted. 

Contributors 

Articles must be submitted in typescript. For oriental languages, transcription into 
the Roman script should follow the approved system as laid down in the " Notes 
to Contributors" which will be sent on application. Illustrations should be 
submitted as clear prints of photographs or strong outline drawings in ink. 

Abbreviations follow those currently accepted in the journals Orientalia and Archiv 
fiir Orientforschung. 

Articles should be sent to the Editor, 

J . D. HAWKINS, M.A., 

SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES, 

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON, WC1E 7HP 

Subscriptions 

IRAQ normally appears twice yearly in the Spring and Autumn. Annual subscrip­
tion (from 1984) for the two parts of current volumes is £15.00 prepaid. Single parts 
of the current volume £11.25. 

Back volumes (comprising two parts) £22.50, postage extra. Back numbers of 
single parts (Volume X X X I onwards only), £11.25, postage extra. Bankers Order 
forms available on application. 
Giro Account N o . : 00 344 6255 

IRAQmay be ordered through booksellers or direct from the publishers: 

BRITISH SCHOOL OF ARCHAEOLOGY IN IRAQ, 3 1 - 3 4 GORDON SQUARE, LONDON WCIH OPY. 

ISSN 0021-0889 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002108890000694X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002108890000694X


(MMM.LBC P*0* TM« t u M M * 

I R A 
VOLUME XLVI 

PUBLISHED BY THE 

BRITISH SCHOOL OF ARCHAEOLOGY IN IRAQ 
(GERTRUDE BELL MEMORIAL) 

31-34 Gordon Square 
London WC1H OPY 

1984 

ISSN 0021-0889 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002108890000694X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002108890000694X


CONTENTS 
PAGE 

OBITUARY i 

EDITORIAL ii 

WHERE DID THEY BURY THE KINGS OF THE Hlrd DYNASTY OF UR?, 
by P. R. S. Moorey i 

LE CIMETIERE A DE KISH. ESSAI DTNTERPRETATION, par Catherine 
Breniquet 19 

ISME-DAGAN'S MILITARY ACTIONS IN THE JEZIRAH: A GEO­
GRAPHICAL STUDY, by Barry J. Beitzel 29 

KEPLER'S VIEW OF THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM AND THE BABY­
LONIAN ALMANAC FOR 7/6 B . C , by A. J. Sachs and C. B. F. Walker 43 

ON THE ABSOLUTE VALUE OF THE ASSYRIAN qa AND emar, by Marvin 
A. Powell 57 

THE USES OF POTTERY, by Rosemary Ellison 63 

A MUSIC TABLET FROM SIPPAR(?): BM 65217 + 66616, by Anne DrafFkorn 
Kilmer 69 

THE FRAGMENTARY MUSIC TEXT FROM NIPPUR, by R. L. Crocker 
and A. D. Kilmer 81 

STUDIES IN MESOPOTAMIAN LAPIDARY INSCRIPTIONS. I l l , by 
Jerrold S. Cooper 87 

EXCAVATIONS AT ABU SALABIKH, 1983, by J. N. Postgate 95 

STATEMENTS OF TIME-SPANS BY BABYLONIAN AND ASSYRIAN 
KINGS AND MESOPOTAMIAN CHRONOLOGY, by Nadav Na'aman 115 

NORTHERN AKKAD PROJECT: EXCAVATIONS AT HABL AS-SAHR, by 
R. G. Killick 125 

A CLAY TABLET WITH GREEK LETTERS IN THE ASHMOLEAN 
MUSEUM, AND THE " GRAECO-BABYLONIACA" TEXTS, by J. A. 
Black and S. M. Sherwin-White 131 

EXCAVATIONS AT TELL MOHAMMED 'ARAB IN THE ESKI MOSUL 
DAM SALVAGE PROJECT, by Michael Roaf 141 

\ 
{ I . ; " 

V 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002108890000694X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002108890000694X


LIST OF PLATES 
I—II. Kepler's view of the Star of Bethlehem 

I. BM 35429 
II . BM 34659, 34614 

I I I . A Music Tablet from Sippar 
I I I . BM 65317 + 66616 

IV-V. Studies in Mesopotamian Lapidary. I l l 
IV. Eanatum's Mortar 
V, a. BM 12940a, 129401 

b. Lugalkiginedudu bowl (BM 116439) 

VI -VII . Excavations at Abu Salabikh, 1983 
VI, a. Area A, 4J97 

b. Area A, Room 29 
c. Area A: stratigraphic cut 
d. 5198: Grave 205 

VII , a. Pottery from Grave 205 . . 
b. Copper rivets from fill of Gr. 162 
c. J a r hearth in 5198, Room 193 . . 
d. 5198, Room 193: finds off floor 

VIII . Northern Akkad Project: Excavations at Habl as-ijahr 
VIII, a. Habl as §ahr, marked by the line of the modern track 

b. Area M2: The baked brick wall of the southern face 

IX. A clay tablet with Greek letters in the Ashmolean Museum 
IX, Ashmolean Museum inv. 1937.993 

X-XIII . Excavations at Tell Mohammed 'Arab 
X. Views of Tell Mohammed 'Arab 

XI . Finds of the Sassanian Period 
XI I . Finds of the Middle Assyrian Period 

XIII. Finds of the Ninevite 5 and Late Uruk periods , 

FACING PAGE 

46 

47 

81 

84 
85 
85 

n o 
n o 
n o 
n o 
i n 
i n 
i n 
i n 

130 
130 

13' 

148 
after 148 

„ 148 
149 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002108890000694X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002108890000694X



