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responsible for public health in their respective areas, and for markets, water—sﬁppﬁcs, and
primary schools; law and order are the responsibility of the local councils. Each type of
council is empowered to collect money for the specific putposes lying within its competence.

Asyetoro: a pioncer community development project

Nigeria, no. 36, 1951, contains an account of a remarkable community created and built up
by a small group of African fishermen without Government, Mission, ot other outside
assistance of any kind. Alyetoro (meaning ‘the wotld is at peace’) is a town of 2,000
inhabitants, which has been created during the last three yeats on the sea-shore of Ondo
province, Nigeria, and is the scene of a very successful form of communal living. The strip
of muddy, open, swamp country, between the beach and the swamp forest, east of Lagos,
has for hundreds of years been inhabited by Ilajes, 2 Yoruba-speaking tribe living in small
villages separated by creeks and swamps and making 2 living by fishing; the nature of the
countty has not favoured the development of communal activities. In thé middle nineteen-
forties a number of men and women formed a religious society calling themselves the
‘ Holy Apostles ’, their object being to break away from the old conditions of living that
offered little prospect of change or improvement. In 1947, under the guidance of three
outstanding personalities, plans for founding a new community took shape; it was proposed
that members should try to follow the teaching of the New Testament, and that every man
and woman should work for the community, all profits going into a common putrse. A site
for a town was selected by the sea, since sea fishing was to be the main industry. The town
has been admirably laid out, allowing for expansion as the population increases; causeways
have been built of planks raised on stakes three feet above the swamp, and arranged at
right angles to the sea coast; houses are made of planks roofed with aluminium, and sited
to secure the maximum amount of light and air. Although fishing is the main industry, the
community now owns a weaving industry, a tailoring establishment, a carpenter’s workshop,
a dyeworks, a laundry, a sun-helmet factory, and a town gardener—the aim being to make
the community as self-supporting as possible. The administration of the community is
carried out by a committee of 16 elders, men and women, and various sub-committees ate
concerned with the allocation of food, clothing, &c., and the running of the various indus-
tries. There are no private incomes; all sales from fishing, both local and export, are paid
into the community purse; all requitements are supplied by the community, which has
accumulated funds for capital expenditure, such as electric light. Each day starts with a
service in the church, lasting about two hours, after which the industrial life of the com-
munity comes into full action. The cleanliness and order of the houses and the town
generally, the healthy and happy appearance of the people, their clean, serviceable, and
picturesque clothing (uniforms have been devised for fishermen, market women, and other
special classes of the population), are noticeable features of the settlement.

The remarkable success of this pioneer effort suggests that similar enterprises organized
in agricultural communities might effect much needed improvements in living conditions
and help to arrest the drift of populations to the towns.

Copperbelt : Conference on Social Welfare

A conrERENCE called by the United Missions in the Copperbelt was held at Mindolo Mis-
sion, N. Rhodesia, in May 1950 under the chairmanship of the Rev. G. R. Fraser; the main
topic of the conference was family life in relation to social change. Mzt. J. D. Rheinallt Jones,
in the conference opening paper, indicated the need for assisting the African to adjust
himself to the impact of European civilization, and made a strong plea for an adequate
demographic survey to furnish accurate information about the movements of peoples, their
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occupations, their changes of custom, &c.; without such information no worth-while plans
could be made for mitigating the violence of the change-over from a tribal to an indus-
trialized society.

Other speakers dealt with welfare work in rural areas, where, owing to the absence of a
high proportion of men, the cate of families and the otrganization of agriculture was mainly
in the hands of women; with the needs of families in urban areas, the disciplining of children,
educational and recreational facilities, housing; the improvement of agriculture, and the
difficulties of introducing new methods to replace traditional ways. The functions and
training of social welfare workers were discussed, and emphasis was laid on<the need for a
sense of vocation in this work. In the closing paper the Bishop of Northern Rhodesia dis-
cussed the function of the Church in connexion with social policies and programmes.

The Report of the conference summarizes the papers read and gives the main points dealt’
with in discussion as well as the draft findings of the conference. These were referred to a
Continuation Committee charged to put them into a final form for publication, to consider
means for following up suggestions made, and to recommend subjects urgently needing
further study. Any individuals or groups who would like to receive further information are
invited to communicate with the Sectetary of the Continuation Committee, P.O. Box 274,
Kitwe, N. Rhodesia.

J. Richard-Molard

J. RicrARD-MoLARD, Professor of Colonial Geography at the Ecole Nationale de la France
d’Outre-Mer, Paris, was killed on 29 July by 2 fall on Mt. Nimba, on the boundaries of
Libetia, French Guinea, and the Ivory Coast.

Until the end of 1949 he was in charge of the Geographical Section of the Institut Fran-
gais d’Afrique Noire (IFAN) of which he was also Deputy Director under M. Théodore
Monod. Within a few years he had gained a high reputation—inside and outside France—
for his articles on French West Africa and especially on French Guinea, In 1949 he pub-
lished an excellent little book, L’ Afrigue Occidentale Frangaise, which contains a list of his
articles.

His intelligence and energy were great assets in the development of IFAN and of African
studies generally. France and IFAN have lost a fine student of Africa and West Africa has
lost one of its ablest friends.

R. J. Harrison CHURCH
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