
New Paperbacks
WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS
An American Artist
James E. B. Breslin
“Of all the books I have seen so far on Williams,
. . . I would choose Breslin’s as by far the best 
single introduction. . . . Breslin’s critical 
overview fixes Williams’s early development, 
next places Williams in his literary and cultural 
milieu, and then focuses on the major texts while 
also providing incisive comments on the others.” 
— Paul Mariani, Massachusetts Review 
$9.95 262 pages

CRITICISM AND
SOCIAL CHANGE
Frank Lentricchia
Through an extended meditation whose genius 
loci is Kenneth Burke, Lentricchia shows his 
reader how a social and political framework for 
literary theory is unavoidable, despite the 
“apolitical” disavowals of traditional intellectuals.

“A profound meditation on the relations 
obtaining among writing, political consciousness, 
and criticism. ... It is written with passion and 
grace.” —Hayden White, University of 
California, Santa Cruz
$7.95 184 pages

FROM MODERN
TO CONTEMPORARY
American Poetry, 1945-1965
James E. B. Breslin
In this first historical study of recent American 
poetry, Breslin explores the radical shift in poetic 
theory and practice that took place in American 
verse around 1960. While arguing a historical 
thesis that covers twenty years of American 
poetry, Breslin concentrates on five poets— 
Ginsberg, Lowell, Levertov, Wright, and 
O’Hara. $9.95 288 pages

THE POETRY OF EXPERIENCE
The Dramatic Monologue
in Modern Literary Tradition
Robert Langbaum
“Robert Langbaum’s classic The Poetry of 
Experience . . . persuasively explains the lapse of 
narrative plot and the growth of character as the 
shaping principle of conspicuously modern 
poems from Browning’s monologues to Eliot’s 
soliloquies.”—William Haemon, Georgia Review 
$9.95 246 pages

SELECTED ESSAYS
OF DELMORE SCHWARTZ 
Edited by Donald A. Dike 
and David H. Zucker
With an Appreciation by Dwight McDonald 
This collection of fifty essays and reviews is the 
definitive representation of Delmore Schwartz’s 
critical work.

“Reading through Delmore Schwartz’s essays 
is like touring the monuments of literary 
modernism in the company of a wise and 
entertaining guide.” — Herbert Leibowitz,
New York Times Rook Review 
$14.95 524 pages

WHEN WORDS LOSE
THEIR MEANING
Constitutions and Reconstitutions of 
Language, Character, and Community
James Boyd White
“[White’s] marriage of lawyerly acumen and 
classically trained literary sensibility. . . . gives 
the best parts of When Words Lose Their 
Meaning a gravity and moral earnestness rare in 
the pages of contemporary literary criticism.” 
— Roger Kimball, American Scholar 
$12.50 398 pages

THE COLORS OF RHETORIC
Problems in the Relation
of Modern Art and Literature
Wendy Steiner
Steiner elevates the literature-painting analogy 
from a matter of fashion to a matter of 
philosophy, providing a theoretical context for 
studies of the sister arts. Among the many writers 
and artists discussed are Pieter Breughel, Henri 
Rousseau, Edward Gorey, M. C. Escher, William 
Carlos Williams, Lewis Carroll, and E. E. 
Cummings.

“[The Colors of Rhetoric] displays an uncommon 
combination of historical and theoretical 
sophistication, intellectual precision and genuine 
aesthetic and literary sensitivity. It is . . . likely to 
be the standard work on its subject for a very 
long time to come.”—Barbara Herrnstein Smith 
$12.95 280 pages Illustrated throughout
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Criticism from Cornell 

ROMANTICISM AND LANGUAGE 

Edited by ARDEN REED . This collection of original essays treats 

questions of language that emerge in the reading of Roma ntic litera ture. 

Contributors: Timothy Bahti, Leslie Brisman, Cynthia Chase, Jerome 

Christensen, Frances Ferguson, Mary Jacobus, Richard Macksey, Reeve 

Parker, Arden Reed , and Susan Wolfson. 
$12.95 paper 

BEING IN THE TEXT 

Self-Representation from Wordsworth to Roland Barthes 

By PAUL JAY. "A fine, intelligent piece of work on a subject of real 

importance in itself and of crucial signifi ca nce for literary theoris ts .. . . 

Jay' s book will prove one of the more thoughtful works on auto­

biography ."-James Olney, Louisiana Sta te University. 

$7.95 paper; $25 .00 cloth 

D.H. LAWRENCE 

A Centenary Consideration 

Edited by PETER BALBERT and PHILLIP L. 

MARCUS. This impressive collection of essays 

illuminates the richness of Lawrence's writings and 

the multifaceted nature of his accomplishments. 

Contributors: Peter Balbert, Maria DiBattista, Avrom 

Fleishman, Sandra M. Gilbert, Robert Kiely, 

A. Walton Litz, Phillip L. Marcus, Marjorie Perloff, 

C ha rles Rossman, Mark Spilka, and George J. 

Zytaruk . 

$25.00 cloth 

THE COSMIC WEB 

Scientific Field Models and 

Literary Strategies in the Twentieth Century 

By N. KATHERINE HAYLES. "Luminously w ritten and argued w ith 

impressive sophis tication, this wedding of litera ry criticism and 

current scientific metaphysics uses Pirsig, Nabokov (in Ada), and­

inevitably-Gravily's Rai11bow for some of its exemplary texts." 

-American Literature. 

$19.95 cloth 

INTERPRETIVE CONVENTIONS 

The Reader in the Study of American Fiction 

By STEVEN MAILLOUX. "A very good book on central issues in 

reader-oriented literary criticism . ... Scholars and students interested 

in current issues in the theory of literature . .. will learn from this 

rich book." -The Joumal of Aesthetics and Ari Criticism. 

$7.95 paper; $24.95 cloth 

NOVELS, READERS, AND REVIEWERS 

Responses to Fiction in Antebellum America 

By NINA BA YM. "A ·fresh and exciting contribution to our under­

standing the criticism and the sociology of narrative in the nineteenth 

century. It is a book of sovereign insights, richly earned."-Terence 

Martin, American Literature. "[Baym] has something arresting to say, 

some tension to disclose, or some fresh piece of information to impart 

on virtually every page."-R. W. 8 . Lew is, New England Quarterly. 

$24. 95 cloth 
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