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The ediTor’s reporT

[The following is a slightly modified and updated version of the report made verbally
to the LsA membership at the annual meeting in New orleans, on January 3, 2020, by
editor Andries Coetzee.]

The year 2019 was a good year for Language, during which we saw a rise in the num-
ber of submissions, maintained a good time-to-decision, and welcomed several new
members to the editorial team. We are deeply appreciative of the continued support and
trust that we receive from the linguistics community. Language is in a real sense the in-
tellectual property of the whole community of linguists and language researchers, and
as an editorial team we are cognizant of the responsibility that comes with overseeing
such a valuable community property.

Changes in the editorial team
After seven years as part of the editorial team, Megan Crowhurst (the University of

Texas at Austin) stepped down at the end of 2019. during her time at Language, Megan
has served as associate editor, senior associate editor, and co-editor. Few people have
made such a substantive and lasting contribution to Language as Megan. she shep-
herded hundreds of submissions through the editorial process, wrote as many decision
letters, and provided steadfast leadership as a senior member of the editorial team. We
cannot sufficiently express our gratitude to Megan for all that she has done for the lin-
guistics community through her service at Language. Megan handed over the role of
co-editor to her colleague at Texas, John Beavers. John had already served as associate
editor for four years before being elected by the LsA membership in 2019 to serve for
three years as co-editor (2020–2022), followed by three more years as editor (2023–
2025). 

several associate editors also cycled off from the editorial team at the end of their
terms, and we extend appreciation and thanks to them for their service to the LsA:
Kathryn Campbell-Kibler (the ohio state University), donna Christian (Center for Ap-
plied Linguistics), roger Levy (Massachusetts institute of Technology), diane Lillo-
Martin (University of Connecticut), and Linda Wheeldon (University of Agder). 

We are happy to be joined by several new associate editors, each of whom will serve
an initial term of three years: Marlyse Baptista (University of Michigan), diane
Brentari (University of Chicago), Colleen Fitzgerald (Texas A&M University, Corpus
Christi), Lauren hall-Lew (University of edinburgh), Vaidehi ramanathan (University
of California, davis), Arthur spears (City University of New York), Anne-Michelle
Tessier (University of British Columbia), shravan Vasishth (University of potsdam),
and susi Wurmbrand (University of Vienna).

We also bid farewell to Alicia stevers, who served as Language’s editorial assistant
for the past three years. Alicia completed her ph.d. from the University of Michigan at
the end of 2019, and we wish her well in her post-graduate-school endeavors. We wel-
come Kelly Wright, a ph.d. student from the University of Michigan, as our new edito-
rial assistant.

LANGUAGE by the numbers
Volume 95 of Language consisted of four issues comprising 826 pages in the printed

section, containing twenty-one research articles, two review articles, and eighteen book
reviews. The online section of the volume had 473 pages, consisting of one paper in

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. 02 Jan 2026 at 07:15:52, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use.

https://www.cambridge.org/core


466 LANGUAGE, VOLUME 96, NUMBER 2 (2020)

Language and public policy, one in phonological Analysis, three in Teaching Linguis-
tics, five in research reports, three in Commentaries, one reply to an earlier Language
article, and one target article in the perspectives section, with six responses.

during 2019, we received a total of 202 submissions (compared to 166 in 2018).
Table 1 shows the breakdown of submissions by journal section for 2019. The numbers
from 2018 are included for comparison.

2018 submissions 2019 submissions
research Articles 117 158
Language and public policy 5 2
perspectives 12 10
phonological Analysis 1 —
Teaching Linguistics 7 2
research reports 18 25
Commentary/replies 5 3
review Articles 1 2
total 166 202

Table 1. submissions by journal section for 2018 and 2019.

For manuscripts submitted during 2019, the average time between submission and
the various kinds of editorial decisions is given in Table 2 (with 2018 times included for
comparison).

Average # days between most recent author 
submission and editorial action
2018 2019

decline 28 26
Major revisions required 126 107
Minor revisions required 63 85
Accept 84 27

Table 2. Average number of days for various editorial decisions during 2018 and 2019.

starting in January 2019, authors indicate the primary field of their manuscript dur-
ing the submission process, using the same categories as those used for abstract sub-
missions to the annual meeting. Table 3 shows the number of submissions by
author-reported primary field for 2019. We are pleased with the diversity of subdisci-
plines represented in the submissions, and hope to increase this diversity even more in
coming years. 

Special thanks
We owe much gratitude to the community of linguists who continue to support the

journal through choosing to submit to Language and through their willingness to serve
as referees. We also acknowledge the continued support of the LsA staff (Alyson reed,
rita Lewis, and david robinson), patrick Farrell (in his capacity as the LsA publica-
tions Advisor), and the LsA executive Committee. Language continues to maintain
very high standards in copyediting in no small part due to the dedication of our copy -
editor, dr. hope dawson, assisted by proofreaders emily Moline and robert Maslen.

The Language editorial team is composed of a group of dedicated individuals whose
contributions ensure the continued success of the journal. special thanks go to every
member of the editorial team for 2018, including co-editor Megan Crowhurst, review
editor Lauren squires, and associate editors John Baugh, John Beavers, eugene Buck-
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ley, Kathryn Campbell-Kibler, donna Christian, patricia Cukor-Avila, Matthew K.
Gordon, Kazuko hiramatsu, Khalil iskarous, ezra Keshet, roger Levy, diane Lillo-
Martin, Carmel o’shannessy, Kristen syrett, Michal Temkin Martínez, Christina Tor-
tora, Lisa Travis, George Walkden, Linda Wheeldon, david Willis, and susi
Wurmbrand. A special thank you is also in order to James McCloskey (University of
California, santa Cruz), who returned after many years to help out as associate editor
for a few months during 2019 when a member of our team was unable to fulfill their du-
ties due to unforeseen personal circumstances.

Lastly, the editorial team wishes to thank the following individuals, who generously
contributed their time and effort to the essential task of refereeing submissions in 2019.

Natasha Abner
Lauren Ackerman
eric Acton
Brian Agbayani
Judith Aissen
Adam Albright
edith Aldridge
daniel Altshuler
Torben Andersen
raul Aranovich
Amalia Arvaniti
salvatore Attardo
dinah Baer-henney
sjef Barbiers
Brigitte Bauer
Michael Becker
Mary Beckman
Clay Beckner

Gašper Beguš
susana Béjar
Leon Bergen
rajesh Bhatt
Galina Bolden
Jonathan Brennan
dylan Bumford
Lynn Burley
M. Keith Chen
Tingchun Chen
Lisa Lai-shen Cheng
Ken ramshøj Christensen
Marina Chumakina
sandra Chung
Çağrı Çöltekin
davide Crepaldi
Berthold Crysmann
don daniels

Lisa davidson
Bart de Boer
Kenneth de Jong
Michel deGraff
olga dmitrieva
Cathryn donohue
Aiden doyle
elan dresher
Matthew dryer
san duanmu
david eddington
Caleb everett
daniel everett
Anamaria Fălăuş
sam Featherston
Naomi Feldman
Victor Ferreira
emily Feuerherm

syntax 38
phonology 17
historical linguistics 16
sociolinguistics 15
semantics 13
Applied linguistics 11
Anthropological linguistics 10
discourse analysis 10
phonetics 10
psycholinguistics 9
pragmatics 8
Typology 8
Morphology 7
Language documentation 6
Computational linguistics 5
Language acquisition 5
history of linguistics 3
Neurolinguistics 3
Field reports 2
Teaching linguistics 2
Linguistics and literature 1
philosophy of language 1
Text/corpus linguistics 1
other 1

Table 3. Author-selected primary area of linguistics for submissions received in 2019.
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Markku Filppula
edward Flemming
Catherine Fountain
itamar Francez
Alice Freed
Andrew Gelman
Carlo Geraci
Alessandra Giorgi
eleanor Glewwe
Adele e. Goldberg
Matt Goldrick
Jeff Good
Matthew Gordon
Maria Gouskova
Lisa Green
simon Greenhill
Kleanthes K. Grohmann
Youssef haddad
daniel harbour
Jonathan harrington
Martin haspelmath
dag Trygve Truslew haug
John hawkins
Bruce hayes
Fabian heck
Christian hempelmann
rachel hendery
Virginia hill
Julia hirschberg
Georg höhn
Nicole holliday
Larry M. hyman
William J. idsardi
pavel iosad
Adam Jardine
Keith Johnson
Kyle Johnson
Laura Kalin
Yoonjung Kang
Vsevolod Kapatsinski
itamar Kastner
Jonah Katz
daniel Kaufman
Nina Kazanina
Andrew Kehler
Christopher Kennedy
James Kirby
Marian Klamer
Annemarie Kocab
Alexei Kochetov
hilda Koopman
Christian Koops
paul Kroeger
Nancy Kula
dave Kush

harim Kwon
itziar Laka
Leonardo Lancia
sonja Lanehart
d. Terence Langendoen
James Lavine
Albert Lee
erez Levon
rochelle Lieber
Monica Macaulay
Michael r. Marlo
Fabienne Martin
Victoria Mateu
patrick McConvell
Thomas McFadden
Laura Mcpherson
Francesca Merlan
paola Merlo
Laura Michaelis
Jeff Mielke
philip Miller
shigeru Miyagawa
scott Moisik
peggy Mok
hope Morgan
Keir Moulton
Anne Mucha
Yugo Murawaki
Aleksei Nazarov
Ad Neeleman
Andrew Nevins
Johanna Nichols
rachel Nordlinger
duygu ozge
dan parker
Joe pater
Asya pereltsvaig
efrén peréz
Massimo piatelli-palmarini
Frans plank
robert port
Chris potts
Tillmann pross
Gillian ramchand
don ringe
hannah rohde
david rood
Jonathan rosa
Björn rothstein
Michael rushforth
Kevin ryan
Joseph salmons
Vieri samek-Lodovici
Bridget samuels
hannah sande

Uli sauerland
Florian schäfer
Karsten schmidtke-Bode
Carson T. schütze
Florian schwarz
Jennifer sclafani
Gregory scontras
rose scott
ryan shosted
Justine sikuku
Andrea sims
david smith
stephanie solt
Arthur K. spears
Benjamin spector
Jon sprouse
edward stabler
Mark steedman
donca steriade
Will styler
peter svenonius
Aida Talić
hongyin Tao
Anne-Michelle Tessier
sarah Thomason
sam Tilsen
stephen Tobin
John Tomlinson
Jochen Trommer
robert Truswell
rory Turnbull
Wataru Uegaki
emiel van den hoven
Johan van der Auwera
Marc van oostendorp
Coppe van Urk
Matthew Wagers
Michael Wagner
rachel Walker
Tom Wasow
Ann Weatherall
Michael L. Weiss
Martijn Wieling
Louisa Willoughby
Martina elisabeth Wiltschko
Yi Xu
igor Yanovich
Yao Yao
Alan C. L. Yu
suyeon Yun
hedde Zeijlstra
eva Zimmermann
Marzena Żygis

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. 02 Jan 2026 at 07:15:52, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use.

https://www.cambridge.org/core

