Appreciation
Painting, Poetry
and Prose

L 3 N

“The writing is full of
wisdom and subdued
humor, and the book
should be a stimulus and
a guide to an apprecia-
tion of the arts.”—New
Yorker.

This book, originally
published in 1947, the
year Leo Stein died,
includes his reminis-
cences and estimates of
Picasso, Matisse,
Cézanne, and Renoir,
among others, as well as
his considered views on
the place of art and
literature in everyday life.
$10 paper
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A Biography of Janet
Flanner
ENDA

B

“Wineapple has written a
wonderfully perceptive
and moving biography of
Janet Flanner. | hated to
finish it.”—May Sarton.
$14.95 paper

C
)

Gertrude Stein
Remembered

“[A] highly enjoyable new
collection. . . . Stein
emerges not just as an
innovator and perhaps a
genius but as a brave,
funny, and hugely likable
woman.”—New York
Times Book Review

A collection of memoirs
by twenty people who
knew Stein well. The
composite portrait that
emerges is of a complex,
sometimes contradictory,
always fascinating
woman.

$20 cloth

The Biography of
Alice B. Toklas

DA

“It’s fitting that Alice B.
Toklas . . . should be the
subject of a biography.
With her acid tongue,
shrewd judgment, vitality,
and intense loyalty she
was a fairly remarkable
person in herself.”—
Publishers Weekly.
$12.95 paper
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“A Landmark Publication”

POEMS, POETS, POETRY
An Introduction and Anthology

Helen Vendler, Harvard University

Poems, Poets, Poetry

AN INTRODUCTIEON

February 1996/paper/592 pages
$19 net/Instructor’s Manual

m new introduction to poetry, including 416 poems, by an internationally renowned critic and teacher
m 9 introductory chapters present an innovative approach to understanding poetry that grows out of a
famous course Vendler teaches at Harvard University man ample and diverse supplementary anthol-
ogy of 256 poems by 120 poets m unusually extensive representation of poets in depth ® 5 unique
appendices on prosody, grammar, speech acts, rhetorical devices, and lyric subgenres m Instructor’s
Manual prepared by the author

“Helen Vendler’s Poems, Poets, Poetry is a landmark publicaiton. Her best chapters remind me of all the
pleasure I had when I first learned to read poetry closely. She combines a sense of intellectual excite-
ment and emotional engagement that no general poetry anthology or guide to reading poetry published
in the last twenty years can even approximate. This book is the first strong source of hope in many years
for those of us who believe that the close reading of poetry is crucial to the cultivation of intricate and
supple imaginations. And Vendler’s prose is entirely lucid for a general audience while satisfying the
critical demands of the most skeptical academic.”

— Charles Altieri, University of California — Berkeley

“This is a brilliant piece of work. There is not, in a word, anwhere a set of chapters talking about poetry
and how to read it, how to think about it, how one might feel when reading it, remotely as intelligent,
deft, unpretentious, comprehensive, and original as these. Vendler writes about poetry pretty much the
way poets write about poetry. More than that, she has been teaching a great range of students, not just
poets and would-be poets, for so long that she is able to address the willing learner in a wonderfully
jargon-free way that eludes all but the very best poet-critics.”

— David Sofield, Amberst College

“Poerms, Poets, Poetry not only matches but surpasses my expectations. It matches them by drawing
magisterially on Vendler’s extensive knowledge of poetry and her confident ability to expound upon it;
it surpasses them in its orlgmallty and conceptual daring. Vendler’s common-sense organizing catego-
ries in each of the nine main chapters are fresh and 1llum1nat1ng even strtlmg at times, a welcome
change from the more traditional approaches. I imagine that every teacher of poetry in the country will
want a copy of Poems, Poets, Poetry. I know that I, for one, was inspired as well as often dazzled by this
book, and I am grateful to Vendler for turning her talents to the teaching of beginners.”

— Susan Schweik, University of California — Berkeley

Bedford Books of St. Martin’s Press

For exam copies, call 1-800-446-8923
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