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A Walk With Thoreau
The Illustrated A Week on the 
Concord and Merrimack Rivers
Edited by Carl F. Hovde, William L. Howarth, 
and Elizabeth Hall Withered 
With a New Introduction by Linck C. Johnson and 
Elizabeth Hall Withered
Forty-eight photographs by turn-of-the-century photographer Herbert 
W. Gleason retrace Thoreau's journey along the rivers of New England 
during the late summer and early fall of 1839. With a new introduction 
and historical overview, this work is a record of the early years of 
Thoreau's spiritual and artistic growth that is now seen as an appropriate 
predecessor of Walden.
The Writings of Henry D. Thoreau 
About 432 pages. 48 illus. 6x9".
C: $25.00
CEAA Approved Text

Expanded Edition

The Days of Henry Thoreau 
A Biography
Walter Harding
"... the best biography we have had."
—Carl Bode, The New York Times Book Review 
Scholars will find in this book the culmination of Walter 
Harding's lifetime of research and study on Thoreau; 
general readers will find an absorbing story of a remark-
able man.
C: $32.00

Now in Paper

The Maine Woods
Henry D. Thoreau 
Edited, with an Afterword, 
by Joseph J. Moldenhauer
This compact paperbound edition contains Thoreau's 
evocative renderings of his 1846, 1853, and 1857 
journeys into the Maine backwoods. Also included is a 
map of Maine from The Thoreau Gazetteer.

The Writings of Henry D. Thoreau 
P: $8.95. C: $30.00*
CEAA Approved Text
‘Scholar's edition, including editorial appendix
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Editor’s Column: Policies and Procedures of PMLA ... 3

Notes on Contributors ........ 4

“Errours Endlesse Traine”: On Turning Points and the Dialectical
Imagination. Marshall  Brown . ..... 9

Abstract. As turning points occur, they are always moments of confusion, not moments 
of clarification. There is no “great temptation” in Eliot’s Mill on the Floss, no “balance” 
in Zola’s Une Page d’amour. “Revolution” means aporia, or disoriented turning, and 
it is intrinsic to Plato’s dialectic, as to Kant’s and Nietzsche’s. Dancing in Renaissance 
texts such as Davies’ Orchestra implies vertigo, not cosmic harmony. Spenser’s Mutability 
Cantos and poems of Keats, Yeats, and Stevens attempt responses to this universal turn-
ing; they suggest that we aim not at discovering the truth of outcomes but at comprehend-
ing historical processes in movement. (MB)

Pearl, Inexpressibility, and Poems of Human Loss.
Ann  Chalmers  Watts  ....... 26

Abstract. Inexpressibility is an ancient and still lively topos that proclaims language in-
adequate to reality. Whatever the definition of reality, inexpressibility proclaims “no tongue 
can tell,” “no words can say.” In considering Pearl’s four inexpressibilities, its reiterated 
loss, and the way the poem ends, the essay alludes to historically relevant works and to 
other English poems of inexpressible human loss that help to distinguish the quiet, sad 
way Pearl ends. Whatever Pearl’s inexpressibilities owe to historical tradition, they par-
ticipate also in the larger literary and experiential domain of worded poem for unutterable 
grief and in the more precise domain of poems whose speakers endure the grief of losing 
what they most desire and of losing too their visions of comfort, fed by that desire. (ACW)

Latin American Documentary Narrative.
David  William  Foster  ....... 41

Abstract. Latin American fiction has historically been characterized by its testimony on 
sociopolitical issues, and the contemporary novel offers important examples of the documen-
tary narrative. Indeed, Latin American authors appear to have made richer—and earlier— 
use of documentary narrative than have more commonly cited American writers. Through 
an examination of five representative narratives, by Rodolfo Walsh (Argentina), Elena 
Poniatowska (Mexico), Gabriel Garcia Mdrquez (Colombia), Herndn Valdes (Chile), and 
Miguel Barnet (Cuba), this study examines such major features of Latin American documen-
tary narrative as complementary and contrapuntal juxtaposition, irony, authorial editing 
and commentary, foreshadowing and echoing of events, and disjunctive interplay between 
various levels of the text. (DWF)
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The Apocalypse of the Old Testament: Daniel Deronda and the In-
terpretation of Interpretation. Mary  Wilson  Carpenter  . 56

Abstract. Although critics have questioned the unity of Daniel Deronda, the double nar-
rative structure of the novel has not been related to contemporary (Victorian) fictions of 
history. George Eliot’s “Oriental Memoranda” notebook documents her interest in cur-
rent histories of the Jews and suggests a context of universal history based on critical in-
terpretations of the Book of Daniel. This exegetical “key” to interpretation reveals both 
the significance of Eliot’s separation of the plot into two strands and the apocalyptic sym-
bolism that links those strands together in a universal history of humanity in exile. Final-
ly, this “key” suggests that circumcision, though never mentioned in the text, is never-
theless central to the vision uniting Jews with Christians. Daniel Deronda is George Eliot’s 
“ Book of Origins,” in which she seeks to deconstruct conventions of history that separate 
past from present and Jew from Gentile and to reenvision how “everything [is] . . . related 
to everything else.” (MWC)

The Tame in Pursuit of the Savage: The Posthumous Fiction of
E. M. Forster. June  Perry  Levine  ..... 72

Abstract.The posthumous homosexual fiction of E. M. Forster indicates a marked im-
pulse in all his work: the tame in pursuit of the savage. The connection is to be, in part, 
emotional but will have political meaning as well. In Forster’s situations, power—which 
resides in the world of the tame—is suspect because it rests on institutionalized force; in 
contrast, the sexual potency of the savage arises out of his being a “natural” man in the 
Rousseauean sense. This tension parallels the dynamics of Forster’s private life, but its 
manifestation in his art does not simply reflect a personal preoccupation: the literature 
of attempted liaison with the savage serves a public position—egalitarian, anti-imperialistic, 
and internationalist—as well as a romantic ideal. In Maurice, in “The Life to Come” and 
“The Other Boat,” and even in his first three novels, the sexual and political ideas reflect 
the intention, albeit somewhat disguised, to subvert the prevailing ethos. (JPL)

Faulkner and the Power of Sound. Karl  F. Zender  ... 89

Abstract. Changes in Faulkner’s depictions of sound during the course of his career reflect 
changes in his understanding of his relation to the world and of himself as an artist. In 
his early work, he uses images of sound to express a highly romanticized yearning for recon-
ciliation with the world. As his career advances, regret over the passing of the world of 
his youth and distaste for the modern world replacing it lead him to emphasize the idea 
of sound as a hostile force, intent on invading the mind. In the postwar period, as he senses 
that his creative power is declining, he comes to envision himself and the world as en-
gaged in a struggle for dominance, and he devises a variety of ingenious fictional stratagems 
with which to annul the world’s sounds and to reaffirm his belief in the power of his ar-
tistic voice. (KFZ)
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A STATEMENT OF EDITORIAL POLICY

PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language and literature. As the publication 
of a large and heterogeneous association, the journal is receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, 
and to all scholarly methods and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of its kind, 
whatever the kind; addresses a significant problem; draws out clearly the implications of its findings; and engages 
the attention of its audience through a concise, readable presentation. Articles of fewer than 2,500 words or 
more than 12,500 words are not considered for publication. Translations should accompany foreign language 
quotations. The MLA urges its contributors to be sensitive to the social implications of language and to seek 
wording free of discriminatory overtones.

Only members of the association may submit articles to PMLA. Each article submitted is sent to at least one 
consultant reader and one member of the Advisory Committee. Articles recommended by these readers are then 
sent to the members of the Editorial Board, who meet periodically with the editor to make final decisions. Until 
a final decision is reached, the author’s name is not made known to consultant readers, to members of the Ad-
visory Committee and the Editorial Board, or to the editor.

Authors should follow the documentation form outlined in the Report of the Advisory Committee on Documen-
tation Style (May 1982 PMLA) and, for other points of style, the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 
Theses, and Dissertations. They should address submissions to the Editor of PMLA, 62 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
NY 10011. An author’s name should not appear on the manuscript; instead, a cover sheet, with the author’s 
name, address, and the title of the article, should accompany the article. Authors should not refer to themselves 
in the first person in the submitted text or notes if such references would identify them; any necessary references 
to the author’s previous work, for example, should be in the third person.
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