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b / LN Black Riders

The Visible Language of Modernism

Jerome McGann

Jerome McGann demonstrates the extraordinary degree to
which modernist styles are related to graphic and typographic
design, to printed letters—"black riders” on a blank page—that
create language for the eye. He sketches the relation of
modernist writing to key developments in book design, begin-
ning with the nineteenth-century renaissance of printing, and
demonstrates the continued interest of postmodern writers in the
“visible language” of modernism.

“Black Riders is of imnmense importance. ... In its
brilliance and imaginative challenge to many assumptions of
post-modernist thought, Black Riders reaches new ground. It
will be required reading.”

—Norman Kelvin, City University of New York

% i Paper: $12.95 ISBN 0-691-01544-9
e & Cloth: $35.00 ISBN 0-691-06985-9
R / e

Elizabeth Bishop and
Marianne Moore

The Psychodynamics of Creativity

Joanne Feit Diehl

This highly innovative work on poetic influence among women writers
focuses on the relationship between Elizabeth Bishop and her mentor
Marianne Moore. Departing from Freudian models of influence theory,
Joanne Diehl applies the psychoanalytic insights of object relations
theorists Melanie Klein and Christopher Bollas to woman-to-woman
literary transactions.

“, .. as powerful, as daring, and as original as the writers it
discusses. Elizabeth Bishop and Marianne Moore provides its readers
with dazzling insight into the artistic modes and creative strategies of
two of this century’s most significant American poets.”

—Lee Edelman, Tufts University
Cloth: $17.95 ISBN 0-691-06975-1

Of Words and the World

Referential Anxiety in Contemporary French
Fiction
David R. Ellison

David Ellison explores the problems encountered by France’s best
experimental authors writing between 1956 and 1984. Through close
readings Ellison examines the novels and theoretical writings of authors
whose works are fundamental to our perception of contemporary French
writing and thought: Camus, Robbe-Grillet, Simon, Duras, Sarraute,
Blanchot, and Beckett. The result is a new understanding of the link
between the referential function of literary language and the problematic
of the ethics of fiction.

“Timely and significant.”—Steven Ungar, University of lowa
Cloth: $32.50 ISBN 0-691-06964-6
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A Statement of Editorial Policy

PML A welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language and
literature. As the publication of a large and heterogeneous association, the journal is
receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, and to all scholarly methods
and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of its kind,
whatever the kind; addresses a significant problem; draws out clearly the implications
of its findings; and engages the attention of its audience through a concise, readable
presentation. Manuscripts in languages other than English are accepted for review but
must be accompanied by a detailed summary in English (generally of 1,000-1,500
words) and must be translated into English if they are recommended to the Editorial
Board. Articles of fewer than 2,500 words or more than 9,000 words are not considered
for publication. The word count includes notes but excludes works-cited lists and
translations, which should accompany foreign language quotations. The MLA urges
its contributors to be sensitive to the social implications of language and to seek
wording free of discriminatory overtones.

Only members of the association may submit articles to PMLA. Each article
submitted is sent to at least one consultant reader and one member of the Advisory
Committee. Articles recommended by these readers are then sent to the members of the
Editorial Board, who meet periodically with the editor to make final decisions. Until a
final decision is reached, the author’s name is not made known to consultant readers,
to members of the Advisory Committee and the Editorial Board, or to the editor.

Submissions, prepared according to The MLA Style Manual, should be sent in
duplicate and addressed to the Managing Editor, PMYLA, Modern Language Associa-
tion, 10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003-6981. With each submission please include
a self-addressed envelope and enough postage for both copies to be returned. Authors’
names should not appear on manuscripts; instead, a cover sheet, with the author’s name
and address and the title of the article, should accompany each manuscript. Authors
should not refer to themselves in the first person in the submitted text or notes if such
references would identify them; any necessary references to the author’s previous work,
for example, should be in the third person.

Criticism in Translation

MLA members are invited to submit to the PMLA Editorial Board proposals for
translations. Articles, as well as chapters or sections of books that can function as
independent units, will be considered. The originals may be in any language. Two types
of proposals are welcome: (1) significant scholarship from earlier periods that has not
lost its forcefulness and whose retrieval in English in PMLA would be a noteworthy
event for a broad body of readers or (2) contemporary work of sufficient weight and
potential influence to merit the attention of the field as a whole.

A member who wishes to make a proposal should first ascertain that no previous
English translation exists. The proposer should then provide the managing editor with
the following materials: (1) a photocopy of the original essay, (2) an extended summary
of the entire essay in English, (3) an introductory statement of approximately 1,000
words, prepared in accordance with MLA style, that will be published with the essay if
the essay is accepted, (4) information on the copyright status of the original (if the
translation is accepted for publication, the proposer will be responsible for obtaining
permission to print it). In addition, if the proposer wishes to serve as translator of the
essay or to designate a translator (who must also be an MLA member), a 1,000-word
sample of the translation should be submitted; otherwise the Editorial Board will select
a translator.

The translated essays should normally not exceed PMLA’s 9,000-word limit. The
Editorial Board will approve or decline the proposals, evaluate the quality of the
translations, and cooperate with the proposers and translators.
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