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contextualise the archaeological data and collection, I found myself wishing for more 
highlight the significant changes in the regular maps to provide some geographical 
Australian landscape in the period of human signposts. Additionally, key sites discussed 
occupation which may not be common in the text, such as Ngarrabullgan Cave in 
knowledge to the general reader. Cape York Peninsula, are not illustrated in 

maps (see pp. 157, 225). 
In the preface the authors note that the 
majority of the book was written between Inevitably, the accelerating pace of 
1995 and 1997. This is clear in the archaeological research in Australia means 
bibliography, with very little post-1995 work that texts such as Prehistory of Australia have 
appearing. While the thematically-arranged a limited currently. Although Prehistory of 
endnotes are a useful resource in their own Australia provides an accessible overview of 
right, the absence of in-text citations or the major themes which dominate contem-
footnotes limits the utility of the book for porary Indigenous Australian archaeology, 
research and, frustratingly, the themes chosen other works such as Flood's Archaeology of the 
to structure the endnotes often do not match Dreamtime offer a generally more accurate, if 
section headings in the text. In additional, more superficial, reflection of the state of 
several publications referred to directly in the archaeological knowledge about Aboriginal 
text do not appear in the bibliography. pasts. That said, Prehistory of Australia fulfils 

an important role in communicating the results 
Although the book is generally well-illustrated, of archaeological research to the general 
drawing heavily on Mulvaney's personal public. D 
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