
survival may yet lie in international agreement as
if they do. De Klemm's (1984) view that a new
world treaty on species conservation could and
should function on the revenue from econ-
omically profitable species (owned by the
community of nations) introduces a needless
element of risk. There is no point in pretending
the world can only afford to work a treaty that
way: billion dollar space projects and defence
budgets tell a different story.

Sacrificing species gives no long-term
benefit

There is a flipside of the view that environ-
mentalists hold the keys to our planet's future life.
If, in capitulation to man's free use of his
environment as part of his 'right to live', tra-
ditional conservationists were to abandon wildlife
and put their paltry financial resources into
economic development of the type now seem-
ingly globally practised (i.e. unrestricted by
ecological principles), the resulting sacrifice of
species would have not the slightest long-term
benefit, would do no more than postpone (and in
some cases actually advance) the day when
starvation and ruin returned. The conservation of

species must therefore be seen not merely as the
defence of a right and a freedom in itself, but as a
model for many virtues, not least the manage-
ment of the environment as the cornerstone of all
economic development. It is not a pursuit that can
be put off until the crisis in Africa is over; it is
something that needs to be both seen and done
as part of the resolution of that crisis. The Red
Data Books, guardians of our freedom, make a
good place to start.
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Oryx: announcements and requests

The Society has renewed its publishing agree-
ment with Blackwell Scientific Publications Ltd,
which was undertaken for an initial period of
three years in 1983. With the renewed agreement
comes an increase in the number of Oryx
pages—68 in each issue rather than 64. We are
also pleased to announce improvements in the
publishing schedule, which mean that the news
section of Oryx will be more up-to-date than has
been possible in the past. Contributions for the
'News and views' and 'Briefly' sections are wel-
comed and should reach the Editor by:
24 January 1986 for the April issue
25 April 1986 for the July issue
28 July 1986 for the October issue
Species: a measure of man's freedom

22 October 1986 for the January 1987 issue.

The sporadic appearance of the Letters page is
largely due to a dearth of contributions, and the
Editor invites more of these, especially those of
fewer than 300 words.

The move to new offices has provided us with the
space to begin to build a picture library. The
Editor is in great need of suitable illustrative
material for the pages of Oryx—especially in the
final stages of preparing each issue. If you have
any suitable black-and-white or colour photo-
graphs or transparencies that you could donate to
the collection they would be most gratefully
received.
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