
FACTS & FIGURES

Spontaneous Polarization for Ferroelectric Materials
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Various families of ferroelec-
tric materials can be seen in the
graph of spontaneous polariza-
tion versus Curie temperature.
For many applications, a figure
of merit can be based on the
polarization; processing or use
considerations must take into
account the transition tempera-
ture. Tc is the transition tem-
perature, (3 is the Curie con-
stant, d is the density, Ps is the
spontaneous polarization, and
Cp is the heat capacity. From
Ferroelectrics 27 (1980) p. 220,
with permission. Graphics by
Mike Youngman, Sandia
National Laboratories.

The MRS Bulletin's Facts and Figures
department presents graphs, nomo-
graphs, tables, charts, and frequently
used information of the type compiled
by materials researchers and often
taped to the walls by their desks.
These "cheat sheets" are intended to
be not only interesting but useful
enough to keep for reference. Please
send your comments and any poten-
tial material for future publication to:
Alan Hurd (ajhurd@sandia.gov),
Sandia National Laboratories,
Albuquerque, NM 87185-0609.
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