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sense of supernatural I ? ) ,  for which the author’s habit of en- 
closing phrases in invcrted commas does not compensate. 

For one thing one may bc sinrercly grateful : the book is a 
hap,py antidote to the spirit of Whiggism in history whether 
secular or religious; and Mr. RIrKerrow’s main thesis is well 
worth studying if  only for its challenge to the tendency to sink 
too somnolently into tradional ruts. L.S. G.V. 

PRECIS DE PATROLOCIE ET D’HISTOIRE DE LA THEOLOCIE. By 
F. CayrCe. Two vols. (DcsclCc, Tournai ; 12.60 Bclgas.) 

These two volumes may be said without exaggeration to form 
the best manual for Catholic students. Thc first three scctions 
culminate i n  St. John D;imascene, St. Thcodore thc Studitc, 
and the Iconoclastic controversy. T h e  last section which is much 
briefer in treatment dc;ils with thc period between the 12th and 
16th centuries. The value of the book lies in its attempt to he in- 
tegral : the fathers are not treated as individuals who produced 
tiresome lists of works, but as n1c.n ivitli a doctrine and a spiri- 
tual life. The hib1iogr:iphies are suficicnt although the author 
would have gained considerably if he had consulted more 
English Patrologists. There are certain lacunae-e.g., thc doc- 
trine of St. lgnatius of  Antioch on the Mystical Body and the 
doctrine of St.  Irenaeus on the Eucharist are scarcely mentioned 
and we suspect that the author is too preoccupied by his own 
mystical doctrine-valuable though i t  is. On the whole, how- 
ever, the book is a success, and the student who uses it care- 
fu l l s  and follows out  its references will urovide himself with 
an gdmirable background for thi-s most important locus in the 
study of theology. A.M. 

NOTRE-DAME A NAZARETH. (Editions du Cerf, Juvisy). 
Three well-known writcrs contribute to this-the third-fasci- 

cule of I-es Cahiers d c  la Vievge, ‘ urie serie dc  fascicules con- 
sacrCs h la gloire de la Vierge Marie.’ In  the first fifty pagcs 
M .  Maurice Brillant endeavours to help u s  to form a more 
exact idea of the villagc of Jcsus and Mary and of the daily life 
lived there. I t  is, a s  hc remarks, the office of the great painters 
to translate, so to say, this theme into song, but there is also 
need for a prose treatment of the subject (in other words, for a 
little archaeology and knowlcdge of the locality) if we are to 
learn more thoroughly the lcsson enforced by the mystery of 
Nazareth. ‘ God c:hosc what was weak and mean in the world,’ 
but, in hI. Brillant‘s excellent phrase, ‘ nous ‘ I  ernbourgcoisons ’ I  

la RCdernption, nous souhaiterions volontiers une Redemption 
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un peu plus &oratbe.’ To English readers M. Brillant’s 
‘p rose ’  treatment will seem somewhat lyrical, but he has 
drawn on the best authorities for his facts, and hi5 account 
should prove helpful. After him Pbre Lagrange, in ten very 
suggestive pages, ernphasises another aspect of the same truth 
from the Magnificat, in which, as he says, Our Lady’s mind 
’ dwells on just those attributes of God which revelation pro- 
claims and history manifests.’ Finally, in forty pages packed 
with thought, Pkre R. Bernard considers, as B theologian, ‘ la 
vie chretienne de Marie Nazareth,’ that is, the life Mary lived 
in Christ, or, rather, that Christ lived in her. Altogether a very 
attractive and helpful little volume. It is illustrated with four- 
teen photographs of Nazareth and six reproductions of old 
masters. L.W. 

EUR LE DEVOIR D’IMPREVOYANCE. By Isabelle Rivitre. (Editions 

That  the much-extollcd virtue of thrift easily degenerates into 
a spiritual vicc i5 the themc of Isabelle Rivikr-e’s book. In  the 
French peasant proprietor and petit rentier thc piling up of sav- 
ings year by yesr, the practice through life of a cautious pru- 
dence, becomes a veritable passion. Madamc Rivitrc, widow 
of the brilliant critic and author of A la. Truce de Diere, has no 
difficulty in showing how this attitude of mind invades the spiri- 
tual sphere and results in a narrow and self-ccntred religion far 
indeed removed from a generous spending of self for the love 
of our Lord. Her exposition is closely worked out on the wanr  
gelical precepts, and gives proof of a devout and cultivated 
mind. The book might, however, be cut down with advantage. 
Needless to say, her lesson is not much needed for our spend- 
thrift nation. 

du Cerf;  15 francs.) 

V.M.C. 

EN LISANT LES PERES. By G. nardy. (I4loud and Gay.) 
This is a new and augmented cditiort of a vlassical work by 

an  eminent Patristic scholar. I ts  aim is to give a general view 
of Christian life during the first ccnturies of the Church. In 
a ,preliminary chapter Canon Hardy defines thc. characteristics 
of the Fathers and shows how thcir spirituality is the norm for 
Christian piety. He  then shows the content of thc word Catho- 
lic as used for the primitive Church-Tertullian, Gnosticism, St. 
Cyprian : Muter Ecclesia. In  the twn following chapters he 
gives a n  account of the dogma of the Trinity and of Christology 
both in the life of thc faithful and as they were worked out in 
contact with heresies. Thcn a valuable chapter on the Eucharist 
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