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The Journal of British Studies, founded in 1961, is published at the
University of Illinois at Chicago Circle under the auspices of the Con-
ference on British Studies. It was the result of the imaginative generosity
of a Trinity College alumnus, Frederick E. Hasler (Hon. LL.D. 1957) who
contributed funds to the College for the specific purpose of establishing a
learned periodical in the field of British history. Several Trinity alumni
subsequently contributed to the fund. The University of Illinois at Chicago
Circle now supports the publication of the Journal.

The Conference on British Studies is a scholarly society affiliated with
the American Historical Association and open to anyone in the United
States and Canada interested in British civilization in its several aspects:
historical, archaeological, literary, artistic, political, and sociological. Its
North American constituency comprises about 800 members drawn from
the fifty states and the ten provinces. Affiliated with the parent organiza-
tion are seven regional conferences (New England, Middle Atlantic,
South, Midwest, Rocky Mountain, Pacific Coast, and Northwest), each
having its own officers, programs, and other activities and with a com-
bined membership of more than 2,000. The Conference convenes at least
once a year in the autumn, usually in joint session with one of its regional
affiliates. It seeks to encourage the serious study of British institutions
and culture among university and college teachers of British history,
literature, politics, as well as allied subjects, and among the general
reading public through meetings, book prizes, association with like-
minded organizations in North America and Britain, and through its
publications program.

The Conference sponsors a wide variety of publications. The Journal of
British Studies is published at the University of Illinois at Chicago Circle.
Another journal, Albion, issued four times a year at Appalachian State
University, Boone, North Carolina, and sent to all members of the parent
organization, includes articles, the proceedings of the Conference at its
regional and national meetings, and book reviews. The Conference also
sponsors several book series, including Current Research in British
Studies, a periodic survey of research in progress, edited and published at
Kansas State University, Manhattan; Studies in British History and
Culture, a monograph series, edited at Wittenberg University, Spring-
field, Ohio, and published by Archon Books; and a biographical series,
edited at Indiana Univertsity at South Bend, and published by Shoestring
Press. Another series, on bibliography, is edited at Stanford University
and published by Cambridge University Press. The Conference's news-
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letter, The British Studies Intelligencer, also sent to its members, is
published at the University of California, Irvine. It contains notices of
meetings throughout North America and Britain devoted to British
studies, news of appointments, moves, and retirements by those active in
the profession, announcements of major new research projects, and notes
on current publications and individual research in progess.

Through the award of a number of book prizes, the Conference seeks to
encourage publications in the fields of British history, culture, and
politics.

The Journal of British Studies appears twice in the academic year, in
the Fall and in the Spring. Inquiries about subscriptions should be
directed to Bentley B. Gilbert, Editor, The Journal of British Studies,
Department of History, University of Illinois at Chicago Circle, Box 4348,
Chicago, Illinois 60680.

Manuscripts, not exceeding 8,000 words of text, should be sent also to
Professor Bentley B. Gilbert at the same address. Please send two copies
and a self-addressed return stamped envelope.
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A STATEMENT OF POLICY

The editor of a scholarly journal, rather like a lion tamer, is in danger of
being consumed by his work, and surely he will know at once whether he is
doing his job badly or well. He has certain authority over his subjects;
likewise they have power over him. Hence, understanding on both sides is
imperative and ought to be arrived at as soon as possible. In case some old
lions think they know already the rules of their trade, what follows is
addressed to the younger ones who do not. And even old lions sometimes
forget.

The most important fact about The Journal of British Studies' editorial
policy has always been that it seeks articles from serious students in all
fields concerned with British culture, politics, and history. But while
remaining eclectic in scope, it must look for articles that are comprehen-
sible to a wide range of readers. This means that an author should en-
deavor to explain at the beginning precisely what is important and new
about his study and how it fits into the general context of his discipline. A
good author tells in the first few paragraphs what the conventional wis-
dom about the topic is, in what way the author's discoveries depart from
this, and why it is significant. In this way, the general reader knows what
to look for within the narrative. The narrative itself presents only the
evidence necessary to prove the point the author has already made and
makes clear what is crucial and what is secondary. The conclusion should
explain that the author has indeed shown what he said he would show at
the beginning.

A good scholarly article, then, is not a short book, a mini-biography, or a
report on research, still less a chapter from a longer work. It must be
original in point of view or evidence and above all must contain its own
reason for being. It does not follow that JBS will never print articles of a
polemic or bibliographic nature, but potential authors should be warned
that the principal business of this journal is to keep its readers abreast of
the most recent trends in interpretations and research in British studies.

A second point to be made, allied to the first, is that as a major journal
with a large international circulation, which receives nearly a dozen
submissions for every available space—a figure, by the way, which is
growing—JBS looks for articles of the widest possible interest. For in-
stance, a single, newly discovered letter from a literary or historical
figure, no matter how important the person, does not justify publication
unless the document also provides the basis for some major revision in the
interpretation of the person's career or works. There is a large and increas-
ing number of specialized journals for which such studies are appropriate.

None of this is intended to discourage the submission of articles. While
the Journal receives many more manuscripts than it can use, it does not
receive many more good manuscripts than it needs, and its managers hope
within the next year to expand its size. Anyone, therefore, with an idea, the
evidence to back it up, a knowledge of English, and a typewriter is a
possible author for JBS. He need not write first to ask whether we would be
interested in the topic. We always are.

Bentley B. Gilbert
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In Contempt of All Authority
Rural Artisans and Riot in the West of
England, 1586-1660
Buchanan Sharp
Two of the most common types of popular disorder in late Tudor and
early Stuart England were the food riots and the anti-enclosure riots in
royal forests. Sharp establishes the social status of the people who
engaged in those riots and determines the social and economic condi-
tions which produced the disorders.
$17.50

Culture and Politics
From Puritanism to Enlightenment
Edited, with an Introduction, by Perez Zagorin
A group of distinguished scholars investigates the interrelationship of
culture and politics during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
Zagorin aimed at diversity and coherence in this volume, and he has
succeeded. In his introduction, he astutely demonstrates the underlying
unity of these various essays, which span a chronological period of
almost two centuries.
$14.95

Poverty in the United Kingdom
A Survey of Household Resources and
Standards of Living
Peter Townsend
The most detailed and comprehensive study of poverty ever undertaken
for any society. It develops new measures, concepts, and methods which
will be applicable to other settings and of direct comparative signifi-
cance. It challenges many currently held ideas on the subject and will be
an indispensable resource for policy makers as well as scholars.

"A veritable tour de force." —The Guardian
$37.50 cloth, $15.95 paper

At bookstores

University of California Press
Berkeley 94720
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:AMBRIDGE
A Newnham Anthology
Ann Phillips $19.95

Robert Harley and the Press
Propaganda and Public Opinion in the Age of Swift and Defoe
J. A. Downie $28.50

The Rise of the New Model Army
Mark A. Kishlansky $17.95

Popular Recreations in English Society,
1700-1850
Robert W. Malcolmson Now in Paperback $8.95

The Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council,1833-1876
Its Origins, Structure and Development
P. A. Howell Cambridge Studies in English Legal History $29.50

Liberalism and Sociology
L. T. Hobhouse and Political Argument in England
Stefan Collini $24.95

Medieval England: An Aerial Survey
Second Edition
M. W. Beresford and J. K. S. St. Joseph Cambridge Air Surveys $24.50

The Tyranny and Fall of Edward II
1321-1326
Natalie Frude $25.00

England's Baltic Trade in the
Early Seventeenth Century
A Study in Anglo-Polish Commercial Diplomacy
J. K. Fedorowicz Cambridge Studies in Economic History $35.00

Desolation of a City
Coventry and the Urban Crisis of the Late Middle Ages
Charles Phythian-Adams Past and Present Publications $35.00
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The Irish Constitutional Revolution
in the Sixteenth Century
Brendan Bradshaw $34.50

Education and Society in Tudor England
Joan Simon reissued in hardcover and Now in Paperback $11.95

Contrasting Communities
English Villagers in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries
Margaret Spufford Now in Paperback $11.95

The Refugee Question in
Mid-Victorian Politics
Bernard Porter $34.50

Sir John Seeley and the Uses of History
Deborah Wormell $32.50

The Royal Navy and the Siege of Bilbao
James Cable $17.95

A Bibliography of
British Industrial Relations
George Sayers Bain and Gillian B. Woolven $99.50

Philosophy, Politics, Administration
H. R. H. Prince Philip The Rede Lectures 1979 $1.95

British Regional Employment
Statistics, 1841-1971
C. H. Lee $44.00

The Reorganization of British Local Government
Old Orthodoxies and a Political Perspective
John Dearlove Hardcover 34.50 Paper $8.95

The City and the Court
1603-1643
Robert Ashton $24.50

For a brochure describing Cambridge titles in British Studies, write Dept. CF:

Cambridge University Press
32 East 57th Street, New York, N.Y 10022
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