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OBITUARY.

WILLIAMREID, M.D.Aberd.

Physician-Superintendent, Royal Asylum, Alerdeen.

THE Scottish Division has again to record the death of one of its oldest
members in Dr. Reid, who died at his residence on September 3rd.

Dr. Reid had been connected with the Aberdeen Royal Asylum for the long
period of forty-two years ; he entered it as Assistant Physician in 1876, and on
the death of his predecessor, Dr. lamieson, he was appointed to succeed him in
1885.

He lived to see the reconstruction of this large asylum almost completed and
no detail in the scheme escaped his attention. He was particularly proud of the
hospital block, which is not surpassed anywhere in the country.

In mental diseases Dr. Reid was extremely conservative ; he would look at no
other book but " Clouston " until, no new and revised edition appearing, he adopted
De Fursac's well-known manual. Of all the varieties of insanity he was most
interested in primary dementia.

Dr. Reid was a big man in every way. His handsome presence and indefinable
personality will be missed in Aberdeen for many years to come. He was abso
lutely adored by his patients ; as, though he did not carry his feelings on the surface,
his winning personality and overflowing kindness of heart made him an ideal
mental physician. His old assistants all over the world, as well as his staff,
possessed an affection for him such as is given to few men. The Chief hated
humbug, meanness, self-advertisement, andpriggishnessof any kind, and expressed
himself pretty forcibly at times when any examples of such came to his knowledge.
Though of a forgiving nature in most instances, he never forgave anyone whomhe had found out " not playing the game.'1 He lectured on psychiatry to many
generations of Aberdeen University men, and was seen at his best when describing
the clinical symptoms presented by the cases he brought before them.

Dr. Reid did not care for the artificiality of social functions or meetings and
was seldom seen at these, but he liked to entertain at his own house. He loved
the open air, and his chief recreations were shooting and golf. He was passionately
devoted to the latter game, and his fine figure, clothed in the favourite brown
suit, was well known on the links of Balgownie, Cruden Bay, and Lossiemouth.
His library contained every known book on the game ; and he showed a prevalent
and forgivable human weakness in buying successively the clubs made by the
greatest players of the day, and it was amusing to see the big man wielding theinitial very light clubs used by Harry Vardon. He had a tendency to "slice,"
which he attributed to loosening his left hand at the top of the swing ; to circum
vent this he had a thin metal cover, surrounded with the ordinary leather grip,
made to encircle the upper half of the handle of his clubs ; this cover revolved
sufficiently to allow of the left hand preserving the grip at the top of the swing.
The correspondence which ensued with the editor of a well-known golfing maga
zine, who did not approve of the contrivance, caused him great amusement.
Needless to say, the " slice " remained, and he discarded the above invention and
adopted another to cure his " slice " in the form of a strap, which, however, made
it impossible for his caddie to withdraw one club from his bag without also with
drawing the others. A favourite caddie took the law into his own hands and removed
the club straps while his master was at lunch. The resulting interview later was
something to be remembered. He fared better with a tea-urn he invented for his
patients, and the writer has never seen anything to beat it for institutional use.Dr. Reid's home life was delightful, and to see the big fellow lying on the floor
building brick houses with his youngest daughter is a pleasant memory. He was
devoted to all children, and they to him.

The war adversely affected Dr. Reid in many ways. His senior assistant, Dr.
Kellas, to whom he was much attached, was killed at Gallipoli ; and, later,
two other assistantsâ€”Drs. Dewar and Leggeâ€”werekilled on other Fronts.

He is survived by his wife and two daughters. Prof. R. W. Reid, of Aberdeen,
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is his brother ; and another brother, Major-General Sir Alexander Reid, K.C.B.,
who made a great reputation for himself in India and China, died a few years
ago. Prof. R. G. McKerron, of Aberdeen, is a brother-in-law.

H. M. DE ALEXANDER.

NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS.
N.B.â€”The Editors will be glad to receive contributions of interest, clinical

records, etc., from any members who can find time to write (whether these have
been read at meetings or not) for publication in the Journal. They will also feel
obliged if contributors will send in their papers at as early a date in each quarter
as possible.

Writers are requested kindly to bear in mind that, according to Lix(a) of the
Articles of Association, " all papers read at the Annual, General, or Divisional
Meetings of the Association shall be the property of the Association, unless the
author shall have previously obtained the written consent of the Editors to the
contrary."

Papers read at Association Meetings should, therefore, not be published in other
Journals "without such sanction having been previously granted.
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