PREFACE

A symposium on Radio Astronomy, organized by the International
Astronomical Union, was held on 25-27 August 1955 at the Jodrell Bank
Experimental Station of the University of Manchester. It coincided with
the tenth anniversary of this station; the sessions took place in the control
building of the 250-ft. telescope which is under construction.

The symposium brought together 108 participants from: Australia,
Belgium, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Finland, France, Germany, Great
Britain, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzer-
land, U.S.A,, U.S.S.R., and Yugoslavia. The symposium committee con-
sisted of A.C.B. Lovell, chairman; H. C. van de Hulst, secretary; J. P.
Hagen, M. Laffineur, and J. L. Pawsey. About sixty mimeographed
abstracts distributed beforehand or at the meeting helped to ensure an
effective exchange of information.

This volume contains all but two of the papers presented. One contribu-
tion, paper 16, has been added at the editor’s request. Many papers have
been improved as a result of discussion at the symposium or by the inclusion
of data not available in August 1955. The essential parts of the discussions
have been reported.

The six parts of this volume approximately correspond to the respective
morning and afternoon sessions, each starting with an introductory
lecture. Purely instrumental papers or parts of papers have been omitted
from this volume as they fell outside the range of topics outlined for this
symposium, as also did scintillation and purely geophysical problems. It
may be fairly said that this volume gives an almost complete report on all
other research in radio astronomy at the time of the meeting.

The editor wishes to express his thanks to all authors for their co-
operation.

H. C. vanx pE HuLsT
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