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I. INTRODUCTION
(a) General

IN a previous volume of these Papers1 we have described the topography and anti-
quities of the city of Veii. The present article is the first of two or more which will
cover the Ager Veientanus, the territories of which Veii was the capital and the natural
centre. At their greatest extent these territories extended as far north as Nepi and
Sutri, and south-eastwards across the Tiber for an unknown distance beyond the
ancient river-crossing at Fidenae, opposite the modern Prima Porta. South-
westwards they may for a time have reached the salt-marshes at the mouth of the
river. These were, however, for the most part artificial boundaries, acquired by
conquest. As a geographical entity the Ager Veientanus was less extensive and
covered an area which, along much of its perimeter, was well defined by nature.
One cannot be sure that the term 'Ager Veientanus' was not on occasion applied to
territories which lay outside those limits, but which had fallen into Roman hands
as a result of the conquest of Veii. But it is in the more limited, geographical sense
that it applies most naturally, and it is so used throughout the present series of
articles.

Towards the north the natural limits of the territory leave little room for doubt,
and throughout the greater part of Veii's history they must have corresponded very
clearly with her political boundaries. The eastern arm of the Monti Sabatini, the
chain of volcanic hills and craters that stretches eastwards from the great crater-lake
of Bracciano, nowhere rises to any great height; but although the highest points,
Monte Musino (376 m.), above Sacrofano, and Monte Sant'Angelo (377 m.),
between the Lago di Martignano and the crater of Baccano, are only 250 m. above

lPBSR, xxix, 1961.
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