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One of the ten “Best Books of 1996”—Time

THE ODYSSEY

R
obert Fagles, winner of the PEN/Ralph 
Manheim Medal for Translation and a 
1996 Academy Award “"k”-

in Literature from the Amer- H <-.O ■ 

ican Academy of Arts and
Letters, presents us with
Homer’s best-loved and most ■
accessible poem in a stun- AS’
ning new modern-verse -’''-'Z'iSwIX /

, • V?translation. ■ ’
In the myths and legends 

that are retold here, Fagles has 
captured the energy and 
poetry of Homer’s original in 
a bold, contemporary idiom, , ROSeh 

and given us an Odyssey to L—* 
read aloud, to savor, and to treasure for its sheer 
lyrical mastery. Renowned classicist Bernard 
Knox’s superb Introduction and textual com­
mentary provide new insights for the general 
reader and scholar alike. This is an Odyssey to 
delight the classicist and to captivate a new gen­
eration of Homer’s students.

THE ODYSSEY
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“Fagles’ new translation of the 
Odyssey restores the original joys 
of the performing bard.”

—Paul Gray, Time

“Did the world need one more 
translation of the Odyssey? Yes. 
In Robert Fagles’ lucid, muscular 
verse, these ancient measures 
stalk across the page in march 
time, from the first sight of 
‘young Dawn with her rose-red 
fingers’ to the moment when the 
last suitor has been slaughtered 
and Odysseus takes Penelope to 
bed.” —Newsweek

“A memorable achievement. Mr. Fagles has been 
remarkably successful in finding a style that is of our 
time and yet timeless.” —Richard Jenkyns,

The New York Times Book Review

“Robert Fagles is the best living translator of ancient 
Greek drama, lyric poetry, and epic into modern 
English, and his translation of the Odyssey is his 
finest work so far.” —Garry Wills, The New Yorker
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