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NOVELA/NIVOLA
MIGUEL DE UNAMUNO

Translated, with an introduction,
by Anthony Kerrigan
Annotated by Martin Nozick and
Anthony Kerrigan
With a foreword by Jean Cassou

The three remarkable pieces of fiction in-
cluded in this volume are not so much
novelas, novels, as nivolas, a form invented
by Unamuno. The first nivola, Mist, an-
ticipates by seven years Pirandello’s Six
Characters in Search of an Author. In it the
central character rebels, turning on
Unamuno his maker and proclaiming that if
he must die, then so must his author. In the
second nivola, Abel Sdnchez, the story is
told of Joaquin, who feverishly envies the
unfairly favored Abel his easy fame and
chance for immortality through his
painting. The protagonist of the third
nivola. How to Make a Novel, is fatally
attracted to a book in which he reads:
“When the reader comes to the end of
this painful story he will die with me.”
Bollingen Series LXXXV:6
Now available in paperback: $10.50

FICCIONES

FOUR STORIES AND A PLAY
MIGUEL DE UNAMUNO

Translated by
Anthony Kerrigan
With an introduction and
notes by Martin Nozick

The renowned Spanish philosopher
Miguel de Unamuno (1864-1936)
questioned the traditional theology of the
Roman Catholic Church and was once ex-
iled from Spain for his provocative political
attitudes. He also rejected the laws that dis-
tinguish one literary genre from another.
Thus, some of his finest essays are short
stories, and vice versa. Included in this
volume, available for the first time in paper-
back, are four stories— T7a Tula: The Novel
of Don Sandalio, Chess Player; The Madness
of Doctor Montarco: Saint Manuel Bueno,
Martyr—and the play The Other.
Bollingen Series LXXXV:7
Now available in paperback: $8.95


https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900064749

October 1987

Publications of the
Modern Language Association of America

Volume 102 Number 5

PUBLISHED SIX TIMES A YEAR BY THE ASSOCIATION

https://doi.org/10.1632/50030812900064749 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900064749

The Modern Language Association of America

ORGANIZED 1883

INCORPORATED 1900

OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1987

President: WINFRED P. LEHMANN, University of Texas, Austin
First Vice President: BARBARA HERRNSTEIN SMmITH, Duke University
Second Vice President: VICTOR BROMBERT, Princeton University

Executive Director: PHYLLIS FRANKLIN

Deputy Executive Director and Treasurer: HANS RUTIMANN

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

For the term ending 31 December 1987

HoustoN A. BAKER, JR.

University of Pennsylvania

ELAINE MARKS

University of Wisconsin, Madison
JaMEs OLNEY

Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge

For the term ending 31 December 1989

PeTER ELBOW
University of Massachusetts, Amherst

For the term ending 31 December 1988

MaARY LOUISE PRATT

Stanford University

FrRANK J. WARNKE

University of Georgia

RUTH BERNARD YEAZELL

University of California, Los Angeles

For the term ending 31 December 1990

Taomas M. GREENE
Yale University

JoaN M. BERRANTE
Columbia University
PaTrIiCIA M. SPACKS
Yale University

LAWRENCE LIPKING
Northwestern University
JupiTH RYAN

Harvard University

TRUSTEES OF INVESTED FUNDS

WiLLiam O. BAKER
Murray Hill, New Jersey

JoeL CoNARROE (Managing Trustee)
New York, New York

MaicoLM SMITH
New York, New York

PMLA (ISSN 0030-8129) is issued six times a year, in January, March, May, September, October, and November, by
the Modern Language Association of America. Membership is open to those persons who are professionally interested
in the modern languages and literatures. Annual dues, which include subscription to PMLA, are based on members’
salaries and are graduated as follows: student members (four years maximum), $10; new regular members (first year),
$25; regular members (salary under $12,000), $10; regular members (salary $12,000-$15,000), $35; regular members (sal-
ary $15,000-$20,000), $45; regular members (salary $20,000-$25,000), $50; regular members (salary $25,000-$30,000),
$55; regular members (salary $30,000-$35,000), $60; regular members (salary $35,000-$40,000), $65; regular members
(salary $40,000-$45,000), $70; regular members (salary $45,000-$50,000), $75; regular members (salary $50,000-$55,000),
$80; regular members (salary $55,000-$60,000), $85; regular members (salary $60,000-$65,000), $90; regular members
(salary $65,000-$70,000), $95; regular members (salary $70,000-$75,000), $100; regular members (salary $75,000 and
above), $105; joint members (two individuals sharing the same household, who receive one subscription to PMLA but
two copies of all other publications), add $20 to dues category of higher-income member; foreign members, same as
regular members (ascertain dues category based on American dollar equivalent). Membership applications are available
on request.

The subscription price of PMLA for libraries and other institutions is $80. A subscription including a bound volume
at the end of the year is $195, domestic and foreign. Agents deduct 4% as their fee. Single copies of the January, March,
May, and October issues may be obtained for $7.50 each; the November (Program) issue for $20; the September (Direc-
tory) issue for $35.

Issues for the current year are available from the MLA Member and Customer Services Office. Claims for undelivered
issues will be honored if they are received within one year of the publication date; thereafter the single issue price will
be charged.

For information about the availability of back issues, inquire of Kraus Reprint Co., Millwood, NY 10546; (914) 762-2200.
Early and current volumes may be obtained on microfilm from University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, M1 48106. Purchase
of current volumes on film is restricted to subscribers of the journal.

OFFICE OF PUBLICATION AND EDITORIAL OFFICES
10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003

All communications including notices of changes of address should be sent to the Member and Customer Services Office
of the Association. If a change of address also involves a change of institutional affiliation, that office should be in-
formed of this fact at the same time.

Second-class postage paid at New York, NY, and at additional mailing office.

Copyright © 1987 by The Modem Language Association of America.

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 12-32040.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Member and Customer Services Office, Modern Language Association of
America, 10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003.

https://doi.org/10.1632/50030812900064749 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900064749

Contents » October

Editor’s Column . . . . . . . . . 755
Notes on Contributors . . . . . . . . 757
Forthcoming in PMLA . . . . . . . . 758

Nobel Lecture 1986. This Past Must Address Its Present.
WOLE SOYINKA . . . . . . . . 762

Women’s Speech and Silence in Hartmann von Aue’s Erec.
Patrick M. McCoNEGHY . . . . . . . 772

Abstract. The speech behavior of Erec and his wife, Enite, in Hartmann’s late twelfth-
century Arthurian epic seems to support the view that women in strongly patriarchal so-
cieties are expected to speak with men rarely and to employ appropriate negative-politeness
strategies to minimize the imposition. When Lady Enite breaks the rules, her husband im-
poses, on pain of death, a command of silence. She repeatedly disobeys but saves her life
by using the requisite strategies to beg for forgiveness. Her impudence is nevertheless
punished with demotion to servant status. On closer analysis, however, one must agree with
Erec that he has merely been testing his wife and note that Hartmann is advocating a far
more active and vocal role for women in the marriage relationship than first meets the eye.
(PMMcC)
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Abstract. E!l Periquillo Sarniento, the first Spanish American novel, by José Joaquin Fer-
nandez de Lizardi, was published in Nueva Espaiia in 1816. The book’s reception at that
moment, when Mexico was fighting for independence, cries out for a reader-response in-
terpretation sensitive to the social realities of production and consumption. In the title of
this essay the ‘colonial reader” emphasizes the political nature of the reading process for
this particular work, but the quotation marks suggest general applicability. Lizardi’s sense
of his readers’ varying orientations to a book—from a rigidly European literary taste to
an American desire for plain expression—dictated the design of this indigenous work.
Lizardi, like the writers of the ‘“new Spanish American novel” later, understood the need
for a radically different literary language, one that would urge readers to question inherited
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Abstract. The name Oscar Wilde has become one of the best-known indexes of late
nineteenth-century male homoerotic desire. To situate Wilde’s emergence as “a homosex-
ual” in late nineteenth-century literary contexts and thereby explore the ways that sex-gender
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ideologies shape specific literary works, I focus first on 7eleny, a novel widely attributed
to Wilde and one of the earliest examples of male homoerotic pornography. Then, by
analyzing the more celebrated and yet manifestly “straight” text The Picture of Dorian
Gray, 1 illustrate that, even in the absence of explicit homosexual terminology or activity,
a text can subvert the normative standards for male same-sex behavior. In considering how
these works challenge the hegemonic representations of male homoerotic experience in late
Victorian Britain, I suggest that textual depictions of male same-sex experience both re-
produce and resist the dominant (hetero)sexual ideologies and practices. (EC)
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Abstract. It would be deceptively easy for a critic defining the central conflict of The Back
Room, Carmen Martin Gaite’s first post-Franco novel, to sort out a series of polar forces—
chaos and order, memory and memoir, fantasy and reality, “loose” woman and Falangist
supporter. While the narrator recognizes the impossibility of emancipation from these neces-
sary structures of thought, she nevertheless insists on her freedom to question such dual-
isms and to collapse apparent polarities in a radically ambiguous manner, rendering
undecidable many issues of limits and transgression. The resulting story is both untellable
and never-ending, and its most significant allegorical representation in the text is a sew-
ing basket full of miscellaneous items tangled in colored thread. (DAC)
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and heterogeneous association, the journal is receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, and to all scholarly
methods and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of its kind, whatever the kind; addresses a sig-
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