Books that make
a critical difference

TIME AND NARRATIVE

Volume 1

Paul Ricoeur
Translated by Kathleen McLaughlin
and David Pellauer

This volume, an extension of The Rule of Metaphor,
is concerned with the creation of meaning at the
textual level in both historical writing and fiction.
Volume 1 includes Ricoeur’s theories of time and
plot and of mimesis, as well as a comprehensive
critique of modern discussions of historical
knowledge, understanding, and writing.

Cloth $25.00 288 pages

WHEN WORDS LOSE
THEIR MEANING

Constitutions and Reconstitutions
of Language, Character, and
Community

James Boyd White

Through a series of fresh readings of texts ranging
from the Iliad to the U.S. Constitution, White
examines the relationship between an individual
mind and its language and culture, as well as the
“textual community” established between writer
and audience. “A book that changes our way of
reading seven of our greatest classics from the Iliad
to Jane Austen’s Emma is a marvelous work and a
wonder.” — Wayne C. Booth

Cloth $25.00 384 pages

VICTORIAN AND

MODERN POETICS
Carol T. Christ

This book reasserts the place of Victorian poetry in
the progression from Romantic to Modern and
demonstrates that the break between the Victorians
and the Modernists has been exaggerated. Focusing
on Yeats, Eliot, and Pound among the Moderns and
Tennyson, Arnold, and Browning among the
Victorians, Christ handles skillfully the poetry and
criticism of more than a century of English literary
history.

Cloth $16.00 192 pages

PROPHETIC STRAIN

The Greater Lyric in the
Eighteenth Century
Anne Williams

In this masterly study of the rise of the lyric, we
see, for the first time, a genuine poetic tradition
emerge from the tangled web of eighteenth-century
“neoclassicism” and “preromanticism.” The works
discussed here are “greater lyrics” not just in
length but in the thematic scope achieved through
their oddly mixed forms.

A Chicago Original Paperback $10.95 196 pages
Library cloth edition $24.00

THE POETICS OF

YVES BONNEFOY
John T. Naughton

This first major study of Bonnefoy written in
English provides an overview of his entire literary
career. Naughton situates Bonnefoy in the context
of the existential philosophical tradition that
nurtured him and in the poetic and artistic tradition
that includes Dante and Shakespeare, Piero and
Poussin, Baudelaire and Rimbaud.

Cloth $20.00 232 pages

EXPLODING POETRY
Baudelaire/Rimbaud

Georges Poulet
Translated and with an Introduction by
Francoise Meltzer

“This artfully translated volume inspires as much
thought as it reveals. Several chapters read like
prose poems, demonstrating Poulet’s sensitive and
masterly approach to French literature.” — Library
Journal

Cloth $15.00 168 pages
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THE LETTERS OF MARGARET FULLER

Volume lll: 1842-1844

Edited by ROBERT N. HUDSPETH. The third volume of this major new
series brings together the letters Fuller wrote during an important transitional
period in her career as a writer—her move to New York where she gradually
abandoned her career as an editor and literary reviewer and turned to social
criticism. Reviewing the first two volumes of the series, The N.Y. Times Book
Review said: “A triumph. . . . It brings back to the forefront a figure who had
belonged there all along.” 11 b&w illustrations. $25.00

NOVELS, READERS, AND REVIEWERS

Responses to Fiction in Antebellum America

By NINA BAYM. This book describes and characterizes responses of American
readers to fiction in the generation before the Civil War. It is based on close
examination of the reviews of both American and European novels that ap-
peared in major American periodicals during the years 1840-1860 and offers
compelling evidence for the existence of a veritable novel industry and a vast
audience for fiction in this period. $24 .95

OPERA

The Extravagant Art

By HERBERT LINDENBERGER. Applying to musical drama the methods
and insights of literary criticism, this wide-ranging book defines opera as a
genre and as a phenomenon in the history of culture. “Thoroughly well in-
formed, both musically and from the literary point of view. Lindenberger’s
aesthetic speculations lead to novel and valid insights.”—Steven Paul Scher,
Dartmouth College. $25.00

THEORIES OF THE THEATRE

A Historical and Critical Survey, from the Greeks to the Present
By MARVIN CARLSON. “This book is an impressive piece of work. Carlson
has given not just the highlights and major figures, not just a condensation of
the broad currents and main outlines, but a thorough account of all significant
theories of the theatre.”—Daniel Gerould, City University of New York. $45.00

CHAUCER AND THE POETS

An Essay on Troilus and Criseyde

By WINTHROP WETHERBEE. This sensitive reading of Chaucer’s mas-
terpiece redefines the nature of his poetic vision. Using as a starting point
Chaucer’s profound admiration of Dante and the classical poets, Wetherbee
sees the T'roilus as much more than a courtly treatment of an event in ancient

history—it is, he asserts, a major statement about the poetic tradition out of
which it comes. $22.50

HENRY JAMES AND THE ART OF POWER

By MARK SELTZER. Broadly interdisciplinary in his approach and boldly
original in his findings, Seltzer here attempts to revise the traditional view of
the politics of the novel through a reading of texts by Henry James. This book
will appeal to anyone interested in James, in the thought of Michel Foucault,
and in the politics of literary theory. $19.95
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