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Correspondence.

To the Editor of " T HEJOURNALOFMENTALSCIENCE."

DEAR SIR,â€”I have the honour to announce that the "American Journal of
Insanity," which has been edited and published at the Utica State Hospital for the

past fifty years, has lately been sold and transferred to the American Medico-
Psychological Association, of which Society it will henceforth be the accredited
organ.

The "Journal" will be edited ad interim by a Publication Committee consisting

of Dr. Edward Cowles, President of the Association, Boston, Mass. ; Dr. Henry M.
Hurd, Secretary of the Association, Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, Md.; and
Dr. Richard Dewey, Chicago, 111.,with the last-named gentleman in immediate
editorial charge.

Until further notice it will be published in Chicago, 111.
Exchanges, books for review, and all business communications should be addressed

as follows:â€”
DR. RICHARD DEWEY,

Managing Editor,
" American Journal of Insanity,"

1112, Venetian Buildings, 34, Washington St.,
Chicago, 111.

Bespeaking for the "Journal," under its new and favourable auspices, your
generous encouragement and support, and thanking yuu, as ex-editor, for innumer
able courtesies in the past,

I am, yours faithfully,
G. ALDER BLUMER.

Utica State Hospital, Utica, N.Y.,
July 12, 1894.

[We wish every success to our contemporary under its new departure. The late
Editor's services are recognized in this country as they justly are in the States.â€”ED.]

IN SEARCH OF A MAGISTRATE.

To the Editors of "THE JOURNAL OF MENTAL SCIENCE."

GENTLEMEN,â€”Inthe hope that something may be done to remedy so great an
evil, I ask permission to refer to the difficulty, worry, and serious delay arising out
of the necessity of obtaining a magistrate's order for the admission of a private

insane patient into an asylum or as a single patient. It is useless now to attempt
to repeal the Lunacy Act of 180,0; all 1 maintain is that so long as it is, unfor
tunately, in force, the means of complying with the enactment requiring a judicial
authority should be sufficiently easy. The procedure is, on the contrary, difficult,
harassing, mischievous, and often impracticable. To the friends of the patient,
who are already suffering sufficiently from a sad calamity, it is extremely painful.
This is even needlessly aggravated by the discourtesy of particular magistrates.
Only last week a lady in search of "a magistrate specially appointed under the
Lunacy Act to grant orders" was rudely treated, and when the reason assigned for

troubling this august functionary was given, namely, that no magistrate in the
parish where the patient resided could be procured, the brusque reply was that the
patient must wait till he returned home. This was after the certificates had been
signed, and would lapse in a week. To advise waiting until these documents have
become out of date, and therefore useless, is unfeeling irony.
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But what shall we say of the London parish in which the specially-appointed
magistrates are all on their holidays ? I say it is a scandal. As a lunacy doctor,
I have recently been unable to obtain an order from a single magistrate. That
there are excellent reasons why some should be away, I am well aware ; to expect
all to stay at home would be absurd Â¡but surely there should be some arrange
ment among themselves to prevent the absence of all at the same time. I am
assured by the relieving officer that it causes him the greatest trouble. After inquir
ing at a police station for a list of magistrates, which was with difficulty discovered, I
was correctly informed that I should fail to find one. I, however, made some calls.
All of the gentlemen were out of town, and I was told that they would be away an
indefinite time. I inquired whether they had left any instructions or references.
None whatever. In another case the magistrate had actually let his house for a
long period. And here I would observe that at other periods of the year than the
autumn holidays the difficulty of obtaining the services of a magistrate for lunacy
orders is great in consequence of many of them being engaged in business in the
City from morning to evening, just the time of day when they are required. Again
I inquired at the police station whether a magistrate would sign an order on pre
sentation of the petition and the medical certificates by the petitioner at the Court.
I was told that the patient (a lady) must always be brought to the magistrate,
and on my informing him that she was in a condition in which this could not be
done, the reply was, " Then she must wait till she is ! "

I have said that there are discourteous magistrates. There are others who are
lethargic. When time is all important, it is a little too much when a magistrate
takes two hours and a half to fill up the order, including making a copy of the
entire document. The same worthy on another occasion consumed seven hours.
For the friends of insane persons to have their time thus frittered away cannot
be characterized in too severe terms.

Whatever the remedy may be, something must be done to remedy this dis
graceful delay and often impossibility in obtaining magisterial orders. To increase
the number naturally suggests itself, but this can only answer if magistrates are
willing to perform the duties as well as enjoy the honour of their office.

I am, etc.,
F.U.C.P.

London, Sept. ist.
[We consider that the disregard of their lunacy duties on the part of many magis

trates ought to be brought under the notice of the Lord Chancellor.â€”ED.]

PHOTOGRAPHIC GROUP OF THE DUBLIN MEETING.

Photographic groups of Members of the Association taken at the Richmond
Asylum may be had from Messrs. Chancellor, Lower Sackville Street, Dublin, price
in silver type, 35. 6d., unmounted ; 43. 6d., mounted: Two groups were taken, of
which that one which is distinguished as the " lawn " group is the best generally.

NOTE.

Article on the " Increase of Insanity in Ireland."â€”There are occasional slight
discrepancies between the statistics in this Article and those in the Inspectors' Re

ports. There are various reasons for this, one being that the numbers under the
heading " Workhouses" are exclusive of certain patients located in Workhouses,
but who belong to and are included in the population of the "District Asylums."

Such discrepancies mostly affect only decimal points, the general results remaining
the same.
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