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On the Cover. Photo taken by Hélène Thibault: “Two sisters emotionally embrace after one returns 
from the pilgrimage to Mecca. This photo was taken during my PhD fieldwork in Tajikistan in 2011.  
I was interested in the everyday practice of Islam and was invited to attend a lavish ceremony to 
celebrate the return of a mother and her son. Large posters with their photos were hung, and a 
cameraman videotaped the entire ceremony. Dozens of guests were served food and given presents. 
These ceremonies demonstrate both the social importance of religion and the valorization of piety. 
Beyond a desire to fulfil religious duties, the pilgrimage is used to establish one’s status, as pilgrims 
are highly regarded within the community. The ceremonies are actually forbidden – a 2007 law 
prohibits  large home celebrations in order to reduce the expenses of poor families, who often spend 
thousands of dollars on birthday and wedding parties. The endurance of such events shows that the 
law was not fully enforced, and that people persisted in the performance of these social rituals.”
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