
Becoming Nations Again

North America’s Indigenous inhabitants operated effective govern-
ments long before European arrival. Tribes built cities, developed laws, 
and participated in transcontinental trade networks. European arrival, 
however, brought many hardships for Indians. Although tribes were 
guaranteed the right to self-govern on reservations, the United States 
imposed severe restraints on tribal autonomy, resulting in socioeco-
nomic maladies, such as poverty and crime. Today, federal policies 
continue to inhibit tribal self-governance. As a result, tribes continue 
to suffer from these social ills. Becoming Nations Again argues that 
empowering tribal governments is the key to solving tribal problems. 
It moves to liberate tribes from the antiquated regulations that apply 
only to tribal lands and allow tribes to exercise jurisdiction over all 
people on their land. Once this occurs, tribes will be free to implement 
their own laws and participate in the federalist system. This title is also 
available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

Adam Crepelle is an assistant professor at Loyola University Chicago 
School of Law. He received the Elinor Ostrom Prize in 2023 for 
his coauthored article “Community Policing on American Indian 
Reservations.” He is the coauthor of the upcoming book Reservation 
Capitalism: Economic Development in Indian Country (2d ed. 2025).

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.187, on 21 Jul 2025 at 11:43:44, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
https://www.cambridge.org/core


CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN ECONOMICS, CHOICE, AND SOCIETY

Founding Editors

Timur Kuran, Duke University
Peter J. Boettke, George Mason University

This interdisciplinary series promotes original theoretical and empirical 
research as well as integrative syntheses involving links between individ-
ual choice, institutions, and social outcomes. Contributions are welcome 
from across the social sciences, particularly in the areas where economic 
analysis is joined with other disciplines such as comparative political 
economy, new institutional economics, and behavioral economics.

Books in the Series:
PAUL DRAGOS ALIGICA, Public Entrepreneurship, Citizenship, and Self-

Governance
TERRY L. ANDERSON and GARY D. LIBECAP, Environmental Markets: 

A Property Rights Approach
SHELBY GROSSMAN, The Politics of Order in Informal Markets: How 

the State Shapes Private Governance
MORRIS B. HOFFMAN, The Punisher’s Brain: The Evolution of Judge 

and Jury
RANDALL G. HOLCOMBE, Political Capitalism: How Political Influence 

Is Made and Maintained
ROGER KOPPL, Expert Failure
PETER T. LEESON, Anarchy Unbound: Why Self-Governance Works 

Better Than You Think
MICHAEL C. MUNGER, Tomorrow 3.0: Transaction Costs and the 

Sharing Economy
JENNIFER BRICK MURTAZASHVILI and ILIA MURTAZASHVILI, 

Land, the State, and War Property Institutions and Political Order in 
Afghanistan

ALEX NOWRASTEH and BENJAMIN POWELL, Wretched Refuse?: The 
Political Economy of Immigration and Institutions

BENJAMIN POWELL, Out of Poverty: Sweatshops in the Global Economy 
(First Edition)

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.187, on 21 Jul 2025 at 11:43:44, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
https://www.cambridge.org/core


BENJAMIN POWELL, Out of Poverty: Sweatshops in the Global Economy 
(Second Edition)

JEAN-PHILIPPE PLATTEAU, Islam Instrumentalized: Religion and 
Politics in Historical Perspective

JARED RUBIN, Rulers, Religion, and Riches: Why the West Got Rich 
and the Middle East Did Not

VERNON L. SMITH and BART J. WILSON, Humanomics: Moral 
Sentiments and the Wealth of Nations for the Twenty-First Century

CASS R. SUNSTEIN, The Ethics of Influence: Government in the Age of 
Behavioral Science

ANDREAS THIEL, WILLIAM A. BLOMQUIST and DUSTIN E. GARRICK,  
Governing Complexity: Analyzing and Applying Polycentricity

CAROLYN M. WARNER, RAMAZAN KILINÇ, CHRISTOPHER W. HALE 
and ADAM B. COHEN, Generating Generosity in Catholicism and 
Islam: Beliefs, Institutions, and Public Goods Provision

TAIZU ZHANG, The Laws and Economics of Confucianism: Kinship and 
Property in Preindustrial China and England

TAISU ZHANG, The Ideological Foundations of Qing Taxation: Belief 
Systems, Politics, and Institutions

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.187, on 21 Jul 2025 at 11:43:44, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
https://www.cambridge.org/core


use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.187, on 21 Jul 2025 at 11:43:44, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
https://www.cambridge.org/core


Becoming Nations Again

The Journey Towards Tribal Self-Determination

ADAM CREPELLE
Loyola University Chicago

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.187, on 21 Jul 2025 at 11:43:44, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
https://www.cambridge.org/core


Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,  
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,  
a department of the University of Cambridge. 

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009540896

DOI: 10.1017/9781009540902

© Adam Crepelle 2025

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions  
of relevant collective licensing agreements, with the exception of the Creative 

Commons version the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part 
may take place without the written permission of Cambridge University  

Press & Assessment.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902 
under a Creative Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC 4.0 which permits 

re-use, distribution and reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes 
providing appropriate credit to the original work is given and any changes made are 
indicated. To view a copy of this license visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

by-nc/4.0

When citing this work, please include a reference to the  
DOI 10.1017/9781009540902

First published 2025

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

A Cataloging-in-Publication data record for this book is available from  
the Library of Congress

ISBN 978-1-009-54089-6 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-54092-6 Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence 
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this 

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will 
remain, accurate or appropriate.

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.187, on 21 Jul 2025 at 11:43:44, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009540896
https://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
https://dx.doi.org/doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009540902
https://www.cambridge.org/core

