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In this paper we study the problem of the representation of d.g. near-rings,
and in particular the problem of a faithful representation, which is equivalent to
the adjoining of an identity. This problem has been considered by Malone [5]
and Malone and Heatherly [6] and [7]. They have shown that a finite near-ring
with two sided zero can be embedded in the d.g. near-ring generated by the inner
automorphisms of a suitable group, and that an identity can always be adjoined
to a near-ring with two sided zero. They have also given some special conditions
under which a faithful representation of a d.g. near-ring exists.

From another point of view, Frohlich has studied groups over a d.g. near-
ring in [3] and [4J. If {R, S) is a d.g. near-ring, where S is the distributive semi-
group generating R, then he showed that free (R, S) groups exist. We use free (R,S)
groups to show that not every d.g. near-ring (R, S) can have a faithful represen-
tation on a group, if we insist that S should be a semigroup of distributive ele-
ments, i.e. endomorphisms on the group. This is true even in the finite case.

We start by setting the work of Frohlich on free (R. S) groups in the context
of varieties, using methods differing substantially from his. Using these ideas, we
construct in each non-abelian variety a d.g. near-ring without a faithful representa-
tion. This opens up the problem of determining those d.g. near-rings which do
have a faithful representation. It also leaves open the question of whether it is
possible to embed a d.g. near-ring {R, S) in a d.g. near-ring with identity, if we
do not insist that the elements of S should be distributive in the larger near-ring.

We finish by establishing that for every d.g. near-ring (R,S), there exist
'nearest' d.g. near-rings (R,S), (R,S) which have faithful representations and
such that (R,S) is a homomorphic image of (R,S) and (R,S) is a homomorphic
image of (R, S). For those d.g. near-rings to which an identity can be adjoined,
there is a natural way of doing it. If the near-ring is a ring, then it is interesting to
note that this method of adjoining the identity is the standard one.
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468 • J. D. P. Meldrum [2]

1. Definitions and preliminary results

A near-ring R is a set on which are defined two operations: addition + and
multiplication • , a symbol which will generally be omitted, such that (R, +) is a
group (not necessarily commutative), (R, •) is a semigroup and the left distributive
law

x(y + z) = xy + xz for all x,y,zeR

is satisfied. The additive identity will be denoted by 0, and the multiplicative
identity, if it exists, by 1. An element r e R is called distributive if we have

(x + y)r = xr + yr for all x, y e R.

A distributively generated (d.g.) near-ring is a near-ring R such that (R, +)
= Gp{S; S a (multiplicative) semigroup of distributive elements}, i.e. R is gen-
erated as an additive group by the set S. S need not be the semigroup of all dis-
tributive elements. As the set S which is chosen can be important, we denote a
d.g. near-ring by (R, S).

A common example of a near-ring is the set of all mappings of a group G
(all groups will be written additively) into itself, with point-wise addition, and
with multiplication being composition of maps. Distributive elements in this case
are the endomorphisms, and these generate a d.g. near-ring, which we will denote
by E(G). A pair G, 9 consisting of a group G and a near-ring homomorphism 9 is
called an (R, S) group, where (R, S) is a d.g. near-ring, if 0 is a homomorphism
from R into E(G) such that SO £ End(G), the semigroup of endomorphisms of
G. Such a map 9 is called a representation of (R, S) on the group G. The map will
often be omitted and we will write gr for g(rO), where g eG,reR, and speak of an
(R, S) group G. A representation 9 is faithful if Ker 9, the kernel of 9, is trivial. If
R has an identity 1, the representation 9 will be called unitary, and G will be called
a unitary (R, S) group, if 9 maps 1 to the identity map of G onto itself. Every d.g.
near-ring {R, S) has an obvious representation, namely the right regular representa-
tion on the group (R, +), which is faithful if R has a left identity, i.e. an element e
such that er = r for all reR.

Let S be a multiplicative semigroup. Then a group G is called an S group if
there exists a homomorphism 9 from S into End(G). We then write gs for g(s9),
where g e G, s e S. A homomorphism <j) from an (R, S) group (S group) G to another
(R, S) group (S group) H is an (R, S) homomorphism (S homomorphism) if

(gr)(t> = (g<t>)r for all reR,

((gs)4> = (g<p)s for all seS). Frohlich has proved ([2], 2.1.1) that <f> is an (R,S)
homomorphism if and only if it is an S homomorphism. Near-ring homomor-
phisms are not sufficient for our purposes. So we define a d.g. near-ring homomor-
phism as follows. Let (R, S) and (T, V) be two d.g. near-rings. Then a d.g. near-
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ring homomorphism 6 is a near-ring homomorph'sm from R to T such that
SO <= U.

We will now define the varieties with which we will work. A variety of groups
is the class of all groups satisfying a given set of laws or words, e.g. the variety of
abelian groups is the class of all groups satisfying the law [x, j>] = — x — y + x + y = 0.
See H.Neumann [8].Varieties of d.g. near-rings can be defined in the same
way, but by using laws involving both addition and multiplication. These have
been considered by Frohlich in [4], where the definition used is somewhat dif-
ferent although equivalent to that used here. The only varieties of d.g. near-rings
we will use will be those satisfying additive laws.

We will be using presentations of groups in 93, a variety of groups. Free
groups possessing the universal property exist in varieties, ([8], §4). So we can
speak of Fr(X), the free 93 group on the set X. A presentation of a group G e 93
is a definition of G given by

G = Gp{X; w^w-.xi? , ) ) = 0, iel}

which means that G s Fr{X)jK where K is the normal closure of the set of words
{Wi(x^,---,xl%; iel} in Fr(X). This corresponds to ordinary presentations, ex-
cept that we omit from the relations {w x̂*,0, •••,xjl/l)); iel} all the laws of 93. We
will also use the fact that free products of groups exist in 93, the 93 free product,
generally called the verbal product ([8], definition 18.31, theorem 18.42).

We now prove a result which will enable us to link a variety of groups with
a corresponding variety of d.g. near-rings. First we need

LEMMA 1.1. Let w(xi,---,xn) be a word in n variables. Then

gw(ru--,rn) = w(gru---,grn)

whenever ru•••,rn lie in the d.g. near-ring{R,S),geG and G is an (R,S) group.

PROOF. We prove this lemma by induction on the length l(w(xi,-",xn)) of the
word wCxj.'-.x,,). If /(w(xj,--,xn)) = 1, then the result comes from the definition.
So we assume that the lemma holds for all words with length at most m. Suppose
/(w(x1,---,xj) = m + 1. Then

where yt = + Xj and I(w'(x1,---,xtt)) = m. Then

gw(ri,-,rn) = g(w'(ru--,rn) ± rj)

= w'(gru--,grn) ± grs

= w(gru-~,grn)

using the induction hypothesis. This finishes the induction argument and the proof.
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Let 35 be a variety of groups, and let (R, S) be a d.g. near-ring. Then we define
the variety 93 of d.g. near-rings by (R, S) e 93 if (R, + ) e 93. There will be no con-
fusion in using the same symbol for a variety of groups and a variety of d.g. near-
rings.

THEOREM 1.2. Let (R,S) be a d.g. near-ring with a faithful representation
on the (R,S) group G. Let Ge33, a variety of groups. Then (R,S)e%.

PROOF. Let 93 be defined by the set of words {WJOC^-'-.X,,,;,); iel}. If
rl,---,rn([)eR, then, by lemma 1.1,

gwi(ru---,rn{i)) = w£gru-~,grnU^ = 0 for all g<=G. As the representation
of (R,S) on G is faithful, this shows that vv/r,,--,rn(I)) = 0 for all choices of
ru •"' rn(n in ^ . all / e / . Hence the set of words {w,{xl,--, xn(l>); i e 1} is satisfied
in (R, + ) for a.l / e I and so (R, S) e 33.

Theorem 1.2 provides the reason for considering groups in 33 together with
d.g. near-rings in 93.

Before we start the work of constructing free (R, S) groups, we will prove a
result which reduces the amount of work needed to show that a given mapping
between d.g. near-rings is a d.g. near-ring homomorphism.

THEOREM 1.3. Let (R, S) and (T, U) be two d.g. near-rings. If 9 is a group

homomorphism from (T, + ) into (R, + ) which is also a semigroup homomor-
phism from U into S, then it is a d.g. near-ring homomorphism from (T, U) into

(R,S).

PROOF. Since 6 is a group homomorphism from (T, + ) into (R, + ) , we only
need to show that 6 is a semigroup homomorphism from Tinto R. We first note
that, if u e U, then ( — u)9 = — (u9). Now let ejMj + ••• + enun and niv1 + ••• +nmvm

be two elements of T, where ut, Vj e T and s, = ± 1 = f/y- for 1 ^ i 5g n, 1 g j ^ m.
Then

(fix", + - + eB«BX»7i»i + ••• + U J

= (e1ul + ••• + enun)n1vl + ••• + (s1ul + ••• + enun)nmvm

= n1(s1ulv1 + ••• + enunvn) + ••• + nm(e1ulvm + ••• + £nunvj.

Also

l + ••• + nmvj9

= (El(Ul9) + -

as 9 is a group homomorphism,

= >7i(ei(Mit>i)0 + - + eJLu^W) + ••• + tiMutVjO + - + en{unvm)e)
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as 9 is a semigroup homomorphism from U into S,

= ni(si(uivt) + — + En{unvJ)0 + — + ^ ( e j C w i O + ••• + en(unvj)0

as 9 is a group homomorphism,

••• + ( ( B ^ + ••• + £nun)rjmvm)9

— + rimvm))9.

We have used the fact that if s e S, then r(-s) = — (rs), and have shown that 9 is a
semigroup homomorphism from T into R, hence completing the proof of the
theorem.

2. Free (R, S) groups

Throughout we will work within a given variety 93, which we will consider
both as a variety of groups and of d.g. near-rings as defined above.

Let S be a multiplicative semigroup. We will first define the free 93 d.g. near-
ring on the semigroup S. This has already been done for the variety of all groups by
Frohlich in [3]. We generalize his results to arbitrary varieties, and use a different
method of proof. Let X be a set. Define Fr(X, S) to be the free 93 group on the set
of symbols {x,sx; xeX, seS}. For teS, we define i as an endomorphism of
Fr(X,S) by

(2.1) x-+.x,sx-*{si)x

for all xeX, seS. As the symbols {x,s%; xeX, seS} are a free generating set in
33 for Fr{X,S), we can extend the map defined in (2.1) uniquely to be an endo-
morphism of Fr(X, S).

Let S — {s; seS}. We will show that S is a semigroup of endomorphisms
of Fr(X, S), isomorphic as a multiplicative semigroup to S. To do this it is enough
to show that 7J~2 ~ 771J for all t,eS, i = 1,2, and also that if tt ¥= t2 then
Ti # T2. But _

xtJl = (hh)x = hx h - xtv t2,
(2.2)

W l = (stit2)x = (shlx h = sx <7 h

forjdljceX, seS. As this is a generating set for Fr(X,S), (2.2) shows that ttt2

= TYT2. If f! ^ t2, then

*h = hx * hx = x t2.

Hence f, ?t t2 and we have shown that S is a semigroup of endomorphisms of
Fr(X, S) isomorphic to S. Because of this we will omit ~ and write s for the
endomorphism of Fr(X, S) denoted by s above. We now write (Fr(S), S) for the
d.g. near-ring generated by the semigroup S of endomorphisms of Fr(X, S).
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The following theorem generalizes Theorem 2.1 of [3].

THEOREM 2.1. (i) Fr(S) is a d.g. near-ring in 93 generated by the distributive
semigroup S;

(ii) (.Fr(S), +) is the free 93 group on the set S;
(in) erery S group H ê B is a (̂ Fr̂ S),S~) group;
(iv) every semigroup homomorphism 9 of S into T, where (R, T) is a d.g.

near-ring in 93, can be extended to a d.g. near-ring homomorphism from
(Fr(S),S) to (R,T);

(v) (Fr(S),S) is uniquely determined to within d.g. near-ring isomorphism
by (i) and either (ii) or (iii) or (iv).

PROOF, (i) follows from the definition, and theorem 1.2.
(ii) Let e^j + ••• + ensn be a word in the elements of 5, where e, = ± 1,

1 ^ i ^ n. Then

(2.3) x(s1s1 + ••• + ensn) = 8 ! S l x + ••• + snsnx.

As Sx = {sx;se S} is part of a free 93 basis of Fr(X, S), the right hand side of (2.3)
is equal to 0 only if slyl + ••• + enyn is a law in 93 ([8], Corollary 13.25). This
suffices to prove (ii) since we already know by theorem 1.2 that (Fr(S), +)e33. In
particular (2.3) shows that Gp{Sx} ^ (Fr(S), +) for each xeX, under the obvious
isomorphism.

(iii) Let H be an S group. Then there is a semigroup homomorphism 9 from
S into End(H). As He93, we have (£(//), +)e93. As S is a free 93 basis
of (Fr(S), +), we can extend the mapping 9 : S -» End(H) to be a group homo-
morphism from (Fr(S), +)into (E(H), +). Then by theorem 1.3, 9 is a d.g. near-
ring homomorphism from (Fr(S),S) to (£(#), End(#)), i.e. H is a (Fr(S),S)
group.

(iv) As (R, T) is in 93, we have (R, +) e93. Then the same argument as that
used in (iii) gives the result.

(v) Let (R, S) be any d.g. near-ring in 93. By (iv) there is a d.g. near-ring
epimorphism 9 from (Fr(S), S) onto (R, S) which extends the identity map on S.
If (R,S) satisfies (ii), then (Fr(S), +) S (R,+) under 9 and so (R,S) £ (Fr(S),S)
as a d.g. near-ring. If (R, S) satisfies (iii), then Fr(X, S) is an (R, S) group and, by
the argument used in (ii), (R, +) is the free 93 group on the set S. So (R, S) satisfies
(ii) and is d.g. near-ring isomorphic to (Fr(S), S). If (R, S) satisfies (iv), it is im-
mediate that 9 has a two sided inverse which is a d.g. near-ring homomorphism,
arising from the identity map from S c (R, S) to S £ (Fr(S), S). Hence 9 is a
d.g. near-ring isomorphism. This finishes the proof of the theorem.

We now consider an arbitrary d.g. near-ring (R, S), generated by a distributive
semigroup S. By theorem 2.1 (iv), the identity map on S extends to a d.g. near-ring
epimorphism d from (Fr(S), S) to (R, S). Let Ker 9, the kernel of this epimor-
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phism be the ideal I of (Fr(S), S). Then Fr(X, S)I, the normal closure of Fr{X, S)I
= Gp{gr; g eFr{X, S), r e /} in Fr(X, S) is easily seen to be a normal S subgroup,
and hence an (R, S) subgroup ([2], 1.2.3). This enables us to define

Fr{X,S)IFr(X,S)I = Fr(X,R,S)

as an (R, S) group, where the action of S on Fr{X, R, S) is denned in the natural
way from the action of S on Fr(X, S), namely

(g + FriX,S)I)s = gs + Fr(X,S)I.

To check that this defines Fr(X, R, S) as an (R, S) group is a routine matter, and
was essentially done by Frohlich in [3], result (2.2). In the same paper, theorems
3.4 and 5.1, and in [4], theorem 2.4, Frohlich establishes the existence of the free
(R, S) sum of (R, S) groups and of free (R, S) groups in a category. We will state
and prove the result in the setting of varieties, as it is a fairly short result and for
completeness.

THEOREM 2.2. Fr(X, R, S) is the free (R, S) group on the set X, in the variety 35.

PROOF. Let H be an (R, S) group, and let 6 : X -* H map X into H. Define
<f> :Fr(X,S)-» H by

(2.4) x(f> = x0, sx<t> = (xO)s

and extend this map to a homomorphism from Fr(X,S) to H, possible since
Fr{X, S) is freely generated by {x,sx; x eX, s e S}. Then H is an (Fr(S), S) group
by theorem 2.1 (iii), and from (2.4), (j> commutes with the action of S on a generating
set of Fr(X, S), and hence on Fr(X, S). Hence ^ is an S homomorphism, and so a
(Fr(S),S)homomorphism([2],2.1.1). Since/// = 0,

(gr)<f> = (g<l))r = 0

for all geFr(X,S), re I. Hence Fr(X,S)I S Ker </> and so Fr(X,S)I c Ker </>.
Thus 4> induces an S homomorphism \x. : Fr(X, R,S) -> H which will also be
defined by (2.4). Again fi is an (R,S) homomorphism by [2], 2.1.1. Since \i must
agree with 0 on X, and is an (R, S) homomorphism the definition (2.4) is forced
and n is uniquely defined. Hence the result is true.

If S and hence R has an identity, and we impose the condition that all repre-
sentations of (R, S) are to be unitary, then using theorems 5.7 and 5.8 of [3], or
directly, it is easy to see that the following results hold.

THEOREM 2.3. Let S be a semigroup with identity. Then Fr^X,^, the free
23 group on the symbols {sx; xeX,seS} is the free unitary (Fr(S), S) group on X.

THEOREM 2.4. Let S be a semigroup with identity. Then Frt(X, R, S)
fJxTS)! is the free unitary (R,S) group on X, where
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(R,S)^ (Fr(S),S)/I and Fr^X^V is the normal closure ofFrJX,S)I = Gp{gr;
geFri{X,S),reI} in FrjpCS).

3. The counterexample

Before we proceed to construct our counterexample, we will prove two ele-
mentary results which will be needed at a later stage.

LEMMA 3.1. Let (R, S) e 93 have a faithful representation. Then the represen-
tation of(R,S) on the free (R,S) group on one generator is faithful.

PROOF. Let G e 93 give rise to the faithful representation for (R, S) and let
H = Fr(x, R, S) be the free (R, S) group on one generator, x. Given r # 0, r e R,
we can choose g e G such that gr # 0. Map x -* g and extend this mapping to an
(R, S) homomorphism 8 from H to G by theorem 2.2. Then xr = 0 would imply

0 = (Xr)0 = (x0)r = gr # 0,

a contradiction. Hence xr ^ 0 and H gives rise to a faithful representation for

LEMMA 3.2. Let (R, S)be a d.g. near-ring, and let X = {xx; X e A} be a set of
elements in R. Then the ideal I of(R,S) generated by X is the normal subgroup
of (R, +) generated by

RXS = {rxxs, rxx, xxs, xx; AeA, reR, seS}.

PROOF. If/ is the normal subgroup generated by RXS, it is easy to check that
RI £ / and IS s /, and so, by Frohlich [1 j , result 1.3.2, / is an ideal. Any ideal
containing X must contain RXS and hence /. This finishes the proof.

We now come to the counterexample. Let 93 be any non-abelian variety. Let
S be a four element semigroup S = {a, b, c, 0} with all products equal to 0. Let
(Fr(S), S) be the free d.g. near-ring in 93 on the semigroup S, with 0 taken as the
additive 0 of (Fr(S), +). We define (R, S) as the homomorphic image of (Fr(S), S)
given by the ideal / generated by the element a + b + c of Fr(S). In this case
(Fr(S), S) is the zero d.g. near-ring. By lemma 3.2, / is the normal closure of the
element a + b + c in (Fr(S), +) since RXS reduces to a + b + c. Hence (R, +) is
the free 93 group on two generators, which we can take to be a and b.

Now let G = Fr(x, S) be the free (Fr(S), S) group on one generator, x, and let
H = Fr{pc,R,S) be the free (R,S) group on the element x. Then H = G/GI,
where GI is the normal closure of GI in G. Then the free (R, S) generator of H is
x = x + GI. From lemma 3.1, we know that if (R, S) has a faithful representation,
then xr ^ 0 for 0 ^ r eR. And then xR is a subgroup of H isomorphic to (R, +)
under the mapping r -> xr.
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But GI contains x(a + b + c) and (2x)(a + b + c) = 2xa + 2xb + 2xc.
Hence in H we have

—xc = xa + xb
and

-(2Jcc) = 2xa + 2xb.

Hence xa and xb commute. As xR is generated by xa and xb, it follows that Jci?
is abelian. But (R, +) is the free 93 group on two generators, and 93 is a non-
abelian variety. Hence (R, +) is not abelian, since any relation which holds between
free generators of a free 93 group is a law in 93 ([81, 13.25). Hence xR is not iso-
morphic to (R, +) and we have a contradiction if we assume that (R,S) has a
faithful representation.

THEOREM 3.3. In every non-abelian variety 93, there exists a d.g. near-ring
(R,S) which does not have a faithful representation.

The only restriction on 93 is that it is not an abelian variety. So if 93 is a locally
finite variety, i.e. a variety whose finitely generated groups are finite, then we have
a finite d.g. near-ring (R, S) which does not have a faithful representation. Compare
this with the results in Malone [5] and Malone and Heatherly [7], that any finite
near-ring with a two sided zero can be embedded in a near-ring generated by the
inner automorphisms of a suitable group. This gives a faithful representation of
any finite d.g. near-ring (R, S) in the wider sense of an embedding of R as a near-
ring in a near-ring generated by the endomorphisms of some group G. But the
elements of S no longer remain distributive in the larger near-ring. The question
sfs to whether a d.g. near-ring can be embedded in a d.g. near-ring with identity
by means of a near-ring monomorphism is still open.

To return to d.g. near-ring embeddings, the question now arises as to what
conditions on a d.g. near-ring (R, S) are necessary or sufficient for (R, S) to have a
faithful representation. Two obvious sufficient conditions are

THEOREM 3.4. (i) If S has a left identity, then any d.g. near-ring (R,S) on
S has a faithful representation.

(ii) //OR, + ) has S as a set of free 93 generators, then (R,S) has a faithful
representation.

PROOF, (i) The left identity of S is a left identity for R, hence (R, +) gives
rise to a faithful representation for (R, S)

(ii) This follows from theorem 2.1.

These two results give examples of two kinds of sufficient conditions we may
have: a condition on the multiplicative structure of S or a condition on the pre-
sentation of (R, +) in terms of S as a set of generators. There would seem to be a
lot of work to do in this direction.
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4. The upper and lower faithful d.g. near-rings for (R, S)

Throughout this section, we will work within a given variety 33.
Although a d.g. near-ring (R, S) may not have a faithful representation, it is

the homomorphic image of a d.g. near-ring with a faithful representation, namely
(Fr(S), S), and has as homomorphic image a d.g. near-ring with a faithful represen-
tation, in fact the representation on any (R, S) group, including the free (R, S)
group. This motivates the following work.

We first define a faithful d.g. near-ring (R, S) to be a d.g. near-ring (R, S) with
a faithful representation. We can now define the upper and lower faithful d.g.
near-rings for a d.g. near-ring (R, S).

The upper faithful d.g. near-ring for (R, S) is a faithful d.g. near-ring (R,S)
such that B : (R, S) -> (R, S) is a d.g. near-ring epimorphism with 9\s = identity,
and if 9 is any d.g. near-ring epimorphism from a faithful d.g. near-ring (T, S) to
(R, S) with 6\s = identity, then 0 = <j>8 for a uniquely defined d.g. near-ring epi-
morphism (j> :(T,S)~* (R~, S).

The lower faithful d.g. near-ring for (R, S) is a faithful d.g. near-ring (JR, S)
such that 0 : (R, S) -* (R, S) is a d.g. near-ring epimorphism with 0\s = identity,
and if 9 is any d.g. near-ring epimorphism from (R, S) to a faithful d.g. near-ring
(T,S) with 0|s = identity, then 9 = 9j/> for a uniquely defined d.g. near-ring
epimorphism (f> :(R,S)-> (T, 5).

We will show that for any given d.g. near-ring (R, S), upper and lower faithful
d.g. near-rings exist, and we will determine them in terms of (R, S). We start with
the lower faithful d.g. near-ring. First we need some preliminary results.

LEMMA 4.1. Let 6 be a d.g. near-ring homomorphism from (R, S) into (T, U).
Let G be a (T, U) group with representation <j>. Then G can be defined as an
(R,S) group, and the kernel of the representation n of (R, S) on G is the inverse
image under 9 of Ker $.

PROOF. We define r/x by g(jii) = g{r9<f>) for all reR, i.e. n = 0<j>. The rest
follows easily.

LEMMA 4.2. Let (R,S) be a d.g. near-ring, and let G = Fr(x,R,S) be the
free (R,S) group on one element, x. Write A = A(R, S) = {r; Gr = 0}. / / 9 is a
representation of (R, S), then Ker 9 2 A.

PROOF. Assume that Ker 9 $ A. Let re A — Ker 9. Then we have a group H
such that hr # 0 for some heH. Map x to h and extend this to <f>, an (R, S) homo-
morphism from G to H. Then

0 = {xr)4> = {x<j>)r = hr ^ 0.

This is a contradiction, and so we deduce that Ker 9 2 A.
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THEOREM 4.3. Let (R,S) be a d.g. near-ring. Then its lower faithful d.g.
near-ring is (R,S)IA where A = A(R,S) = {r; Gr = 0} and G is the free (R, S)
group on one generator.

PROOF. Certainly (R, S)/A is a faithful d.g. near-ring. Denote (R, S)/A by (R, S)
and let 9 be the natural d.g. near-ring epimorphism from (/?, S) to (R, S) with 0\s

= identity. Let 9 be a d.g. near-ring epimorphism from (R, S) to a faithful d.g.
near-ring (T, S) with 0|s = identity. Let H = Fr(x, T, S) be the free (T, S) group
on one element x. Then as (T, S) is a d.g. homomorphic image of (R, S), we deduce
by lemma 4.1 that H is an (R, S) group with the action of s e S defined in the same
way for both (R,S) and (T,S). This gives rise to a representation of (R, S) whose
kernel is Ker 9, again by lemma 4.1. But by lemma 4.2, this means that A £ Ker 9.
Hence 9 = 9<f> for a d.g. near-ring epimorphism <f> : (R, S) -> (T, S). As 9 = jty,
we must have (j>\s = identity and this will define <j> uniquely since S generates

(&, +)•
We now turn to the upper faithful d.g. near-ring. Again, we will first prove

some preliminary results.

LEMMA 4.4. Let (T,S) be a faithful d.g. near-ring, and let G = Fr(x, T,S).
Then G = Gl*G2 is the free 23 product ofGu the free 33 group on one generator
and G2, a group isomorphic to (T, +).

PROOF. Let (F, S) = (Fr(S), S) be the free 33 d.g. near-ring on the semigroup
S, and let H be the free (F, S) group on one element x. By theorem 2.1, H is the
free 33 group on the set {x, sA; seS}. Also (T,S) = (F,S)/I for some ideal / of
(F, S) and G = H/(HI)H, where (if /)H is the normal subgroup of H generated by
HI = Gp{hr; heH,reI}, by theorem 2.2. We write H = H1*H2 where
i/j = Gp{x}, H2 = Gp{s^; seS} are both free S3 groups on the elements men-
tioned, and * indicates the free 33 product. By the definition of the action of (F, S)
on H, we know that HF = H2. Hence HI s H2 and by lemma 4.5, we obtain
G s H1*H2I(HI)"2, where (HI)"2 is the normal subgroup of H2 generated by
HI. Again GT = H2I(HI)"\ identifying G and H1*H2I(HI)H2. In fact xT
= H2I(HI)"2 s (T, +) from the first part of the proof of theorem 3.3. Hence
G = Hx *(T, +) which is the result we want.

We now prove lemma 4.5. It is a fairly standard result, but there does not
seem to be a reference for it.

LEMMA 4.5. Let G = H * K, leP N be normal in K and let M = NG be the nor-
mal closure ofN in G. Then GjM ^ H*K/N. All groups are in 33 and * indicates
the free 33 product.

PROOF. Let G' = H * K/N. Map G -> G' by 9 extending h -» h, k -> /c + JV.
Then Ker 9 2 N. Hence Ker 0 2 M, the normal closure of JV. We know that 9 is
a homomorphism by the universal property of free 23 products ([8], 18.42).
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Now consider GjM. AsKG r\H = 0 ([8], 18.36), we have M (~\H = 0. So if
(p : G -> G/M is the natural homomorphism, then H<j> = HM/M s HjH n M
= H. Hence GjM =Gp{H,KMjM) where we are substituting H for HM/M. We
now define fi : G' -> G/M by h ~* h and k + N -* k + M. Then // extends to a
homomorphism from G' to G/M, by the universal property of free products
([8], 18.42). It is immediate that ju is onto GjM. Hence Ofi is an epimorphism from
G onto G\M and

hO/i = hfi = h, IcOfi = (k + N)n = k + M, for all heH, keK.

Hence 9\i = <p. So Ker <p 2 Ker 0, i.e. M 2 Ker 9. This means that M = Ker <p
= Ker 9. As 0/i = 0, this means that ju is 1 — 1 and so is an isomorphism.

We now return to our given d.g. near-ring (R, S). Let G = Gp{x} *(/?, + )
= Gp{x) * Rx, where we write Rx for the subgroup of G isomorphic to (R, +) and
Gp{x} is the free 93 group on one generator. Define s e S as an endomorphism of
G by extending the map

x -> sx, rx -> (rs)x

to the whole of G. This is possible by the universal property of free 33 products
([8J, 18.42), since rx -> (rs)x is an endomorphism of Rx. It is easy to check that
this defines a homomorphism from S to a semigroup of endomorphisms of G
which we will still denote by S. Then S generates a d.g. near-ring (R, S) which is
faithful, with G as a faithfui representation.

THEOREM 4.6. The d.g. near-ring (R,S) defined above is the upper faithful
d.g. near-ring Jor (R, S).

PROOF. Let £1s1 + ••• + snsn be a word in the elements of S which is 0 in R,
where sx = + 1 , 1 ^ / g n. Then

0 = x(s1s1 + •••+ Bnsn) = e j s ^ + ••• + ensnx

•" +£nsn)x-

Hence elsl + ••• + F,nsn = 0 in R. So the identity map on S extends to a homomor-
phism 0 from (R, + ) to (R, +) and it is a d.g. near-ring epimorphism by theorem
1.3.

Now let 9 be a d.g. near-ring epimorphism from a faithful d.g. near-
ring (T, S) -> (R, S) with 9\s = identity. Then (T, S)// s (R, S) for some ideal /
of (T,S). By lemma 4.4, if H = Fr(x, T,S) is the free (T,S) group on one gen-
erator, then H £ G/?{x} * Tx with Tx ^ (T, +) . So (/?,+) S R^ is a homomor-
phic image of Tx, namely Rx s 7*,//,. Then there is a homomorphism from H to
G extending the map x -» x, tx -» f.j*, where // is the natural map from 7"̂  to /?,
induced by 9.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1446788700015457 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1446788700015457


[13] The representation of d.g. near rings 479

By the definition of the action of S on H, we know that lx is an S group, and
hence so is I", its normal closure in H. Hence H\lH

x is a (T, S) group and by lemma
4.5, Hjl" S Gp{x} *RX = G. The action of S £ T on G is the same as the action
of S ^ R on G. Hence (.K, S) is a homomorphic image of {T, S) under a d.g. near-
ring homomorphism <f> which extends the identity map on S. Then 9 = (j>d, and 0
is uniquely defined as it must act as the identity map on S, a generating set for
(7\ +). This finishes the proof.

We will close with a fairly straightforward, but interesting result about the
adjoining of identities.

LEMMA 4.7. Let (R,S) be a faithful d.g. near-ring. Let G = Fr(x,R,S) be
the free (R,S) group on the generator x. If(T, U) is the d.g. near-ring contained
in £(G), with U = S u {1}, where 1 is the identity map on G, then (T, +) s G.

PROOF. AS {R,S) Z (T,U) with S c U,(T, +) gives rise to a faithful represen-
tation of (R, S). So the map x -* 1 extends to an (R, S) homomorphism 9 from G
to (T, +). Then (xs)6 = Is = s, i.e. sx0 = s. So G0 2 U and 0 is an epimor-
phism. But (T, 17) has a faithful representation on G. Consider the map <f> : r -+ xr.
This is a homomorphism from (T, +) to G such that 10 = xl = x and s0 = xs
= sx. Hence 9<p is the identity map on {x,sx; s e S} a generating set for G, and $9
is the identity map on U, a generating set for (T, +). So 0 and 0 are both isomor-
phisms, giving us the result we want.

We now compare this with lemma 4.4 which states that G = Gl*G2 with
Gx = Gp{x} the free 93 group on one generator, and G2 = (R, +)• From lemma
4.7, G2 = Gp{Sx} ^ (R,+) under the isomorphism sx -* s. So (7\ [/), the d.g.
near-ring obtained in the natural way by adjoining an identity to (R, S), where
(R,S) is a faithful d.g. near-ring can be characterized as follows: (T, +) is the
free 93 product of (R, +) with a free 93 group on one generator, namely 1, and
multiplication is determined by (/ = S U{1} where 1 acts as multiplicative iden-
tity. If we now let 93 be the variety of abelian groups, then the free 93 group on one
generator is a copy of Z, the integers under addition, the free 93 product is the
direct sum and we can see that we have the standard method for adjoining an
identity. Of course in an abelian variety, d.g. near-rings are rings, and all rings are
faithful. So this process can always be carried out for rings.
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