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Cover On Earth Day weekend 2017, Earth Optimism summits 
and related events around the world celebrated conservation success 
stories. In her editorial Nancy Knowlton revisits Earth Optimism, 
urging us to allay despair and apathy by recapturing the positive. 
This theme is exemplified here by 12 articles, including a review 
of how research, management, education and policy have been 
brought together for the conservation of armadillos in Colombia 
(the cover illustrates the nine-banded armadillo). For further 
details, see pp. 17–26. (Photograph © Sean Crane/Minden Pictures)
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