
Preface

In the past decade the philosophy of time seems to have experi-
enced a renaissance across all of its various sub-fields. With this
activity in mind, the Royal Institute of Philosophy agreed to let me
organize its annual conference around the title, Time, Reality and
Experience. Held at the London School of Economics on 27-8
Sept 2000, the conference brought together philosophers and scien-
tists interested in time from all over the world. The conference was
truly international, with speakers coming from nine different coun-
tries across three different continents. In many cases, prominent
philosophers of time met each other for the first time. The confer-
ence was also wide-ranging in terms of its approach to philosophy
of time, balanced between studies of time as it is found in science
and more traditional analytic philosophy of time. In all, I felt it a
great success.

The London conference was a cause of this book, but it was not
the source of all that is in it. Professor Anthony O'Hear of the
Royal Institute charged me with producing a good collection in
philosophy of time, regardless of the origin of the papers. To round
out the volume, I then searched for more good unpublished papers
in philosophy of time—and found them. I heard two at a wonderful
conference (Real Time and its Quantum Roots, 12-14 April,
2001) organized by Richard Healey and held at the University of
Arizona. They were papers by Richard himself and Jenann Ismael
on the—dare I say 'timely'—topic of timelessness in quantum grav-
ity. Then L. Nathan Oaklander kindly brought to my attention a
paper by Philip Percival, who was an active member of the audience
at the London conference. The last paper I found while browsing
on the internet. There I happened upon an outstanding contribu-
tion on time travel by Frank Arntzenius and Tim Maudlin. Though
already published online, I felt it also deserved a home on good old-
fashioned paper. I'm indebted to Richard, Jenann, Philip, Frank
and Tim for allowing me to include their excellent papers.

For financial support of the London conference, I gratefully
acknowledge the generosity of the Royal Institute of Philosophy,
the British Society for the Philosophy of Science, and the LSE's
Centre for Philosophy of Natural and Social Sciences. I also thank
the London School of Economics and its Department of
Philosophy, Logic and Scientific Method for its moral and physical
support of the conference. Damian Steer also deserves thanks for
designing a beautiful conference website and helping me with all the
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practical necessities on the days of the conference. For giving me a
quarter away from teaching during this time, I thank the AHRB for
a research leave award. Finally, I'm very grateful to all the
contributors to this volume and/or the conference for writing such
stimulating papers.

Craig Callender
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