LIABILITY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HARM TO THE
GLOBAL COMMONS

This book examines liability for environmental harm in Antarctic, deep seabed and high
seas commons areas to highlight a unique set of legal questions: Who has standing to
claim for environmental harm in global commons ecosystems? How should questions of
causation and allocation of liability be addressed where harm arises from a wide range of
activities engaging diverse state and non-state actors? What kinds of harm should be
compensable in global commons ecosystems, which are remote and characterized by
high levels of scientific uncertainty? How can practical concerns such as ensuring
adequate funds for compensation and access to dispute settlement forums be resolved?
Liability for Environmental Harm to the Global Commons provides the first in-depth
examination and evaluation of current rules and possible avenues for future legal
developments in this area of increasing importance for states, international organizations
and commercial actors, as well as legal and governance scholars. This title is also
available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
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CAMBRIDGE STUDIES ON ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY
AND NATURAL RESOURCES GOVERNANCE

Cambridge Studies on Environment, Energy and Natural Resources Governance pub-
lishes foundational monographs of general interest to scholars and practitioners within
the broadly defined fields of sustainable development policy, including studies on law,
economics, politics, history and policy. These fields currently attract unprecedented
interest due both to the urgency of developing policies to address climate change, the
energy transition, food security and water availability and, more generally, to the progres-
sive realization of the impact of humans as a geological driver of the state of the Earth,
now called the “Anthropocene.”

The general editor of the series is Professor Jorge E. Vifiuales, the Harold Samuel Chair
of Law and Environmental Policy at the University of Cambridge and the Founder and
First Director of the Cambridge Centre for Environment, Energy and Natural Resource

Governance (C-EENRG).
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