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The Renaissance 
Hamlet

Issues and Responses in 1600 
Roland Mushat Frye 

“This will not be the last book on Hamlet, but it 
may well be the most substantial thus far, and 

one of the most useful.”
—Harry Levin, Harvard University

In this richly illustrated book, a well-known 
scholar reconstructs Skakespeare’s cultural 

milieu, showing what reactions he could expect 
from his audiences and why they found Hamlet 

so intensely stirring.

Professor Frye describes contemporary 
attitudes toward issues such as rebellion, 

conscience, regicide, incest, retribution, and 
mourning. His investigation reveals reasons for 
viewing Hamlet not as an irresolute young man 

but as a vigorous and determined figure in 
confrontation with the moral dilemas of his age. 

$28.50

A Iso by Roland Mushat Frye

Shakespeare’s Life and Times
A Pictorial Record 

C: $30.00. P: $11.50

The Profession 
of Player in

Shakespeare’s 
Time, 1590-1642

Gerald Eades Bentley
“This book provides a major service, as does 

Bentley’s earlier volume.... Clarity of 
presentation and good judgment in evaluating 

data prevail throughout.”
—David Bevington, University of Chicago

A companion to the author’s earlier volume— 
The Profession of Dramatist in Shakespeare’s 

Time, this book is a comprehensive study of the 
customary practices of English players of the 
period—how they lived and worked and were 

paid, organized, and cast for parts in the 
phenomenally popular Elizabethan theatres of 

England. $25.00

Also by Gerald Eades Bentley

The Profession of Dramatist in 
Shakespeare’s Time

$27.50

Princeton
41 William Street, UniversityPress Princeton, NJ 08540
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A STATEMENT OF EDITORIAL POLICY
PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language and literature. As the publication 

of a large and heterogeneous association, the journal is receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, 
and to all scholarly methods and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of its kind, 
whatever the kind; addresses a significant problem; draws out clearly the implications of its findings; and engages 
the attention of its audience through a concise, readable presentation. Articles of fewer than 2,500 words or 
more than 12,500 words are not considered for publication. Translations should accompany foreign language 
quotations. The MLA urges its contributors to be sensitive to the social implications of language and to seek 
wording free of discriminatory overtones.

Only members of the association may submit articles to PMLA. Each article submitted is sent to at least one 
consultant reader and one member of the Advisory Committee. Articles recommended by these readers are then 
sent to the members of the Editorial Board, who meet periodically with the editor to make final decisions. Until 
a final decision is reached, the author’s name is not made known to consultant readers, to members of the Ad-
visory Committee and the Editorial Board, or to the editor.

Authors should follow the documentation form outlined in the Report of the Advisory Committee on Documen-
tation Style (May 1982 PMLA) and, for other points of style, the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 
Theses, and Dissertations. They should address submissions to the Editor of PMLA, 62 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
NY 10011. An author’s name should not appear on the manuscript; instead, a cover sheet, with the author’s 
name, address, and the title of the article, should accompany the article. Authors should not refer to themselves 
in the first person in the submitted text or notes if such references would identify them; any necessary references 
to the author’s previous work, for example, should be in the third person.
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