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Princeton 
University 
Press______
Thoreau's Reading
A Study in Intellectual History with 
Bibliographical Catalogue 
Robert Sattelmeyer

Thoreau's Reading charts Henry Thoreau's 
intellectual growth and its relation to his 
literary career from 1833, when he entered 
Harvard College, to his death in 1862. It also 
furnishes a catalogue of nearly fifteen hundred 
entries of his reading. The catalogue provides 
bibliographical data for, and lists all Thoreau's 
references to, the books and articles that 
he read.

The introductory essay traces the shifts in his 
literary career marked in the chronology of his 
reading. The book reveals a Thoreau who was 
deeply interested in and conversant with the 
major intellectual questions of his times and 
whose stance of withdrawal from his age 
masked a lively involvement with many of its 
most perplexing questions.
Cloth: $39.50 ISBN 0-691-06745-7

In Search of Florentine 
Civic Humanism
Essays on the Transition from 
Medieval to Modern Thought 
Hans Baron

Hans Baron's Crists of the Early Italian 
Renaissance is widely considered one of the 
most important works in Italian Renaissance 
studies. Now the Press makes available a two- 
volume collection of eighteen of Professor 
Baron's essays, most of them thoroughly 
revised, unpublished, or presented in English 
for the first time.

The book includes studies of medieval 
antecedents and special studies of Petrarch, 
Leonardo Bruni, and Leon Battista Alberti. It 
offers a thoroughly re-conceived profile of 
Machiavelli and culminates in a reassessment 
of Jacob Burckhardt's pioneering thought on 
the Renaissance.
Volume 1. Cloth: $29.50 ISBN 0-691-05512-2 
Volume 2. Cloth: $29.50 ISBN 0-691-05513-0

Fabricating History
English Writers on the
French Revolution
Barton R. Friedman

Barton Friedman demonstrates the ways in 
which English men of letters in the nineteenth 
century attempted to grasp the dynamics of 
history. The authors he discusses—Blake,
Scott, Hazlitt, Carlyle, Dickens, and Hardy- 
found in the French Revolution an event more 
compelling as a paradigm of history than their 
own "Glorious Revolution." To them the 
French Revolution seemed universally signifi­
cant. For these writers maintaining the distinc­
tion between "history" and "fiction" was less 
important than making sense of epochal 
historical events in symbolic terms.
Cloth: $29.50 ISBN 0-691-06729-5

Ancient Scripts and Modern 
Experience on the English 
Stage, 1500-1700
Bruce R. Smith

It was not until the sixteenth and seven­
teenth centuries that tragedy and comedy 
regained their ancient importance as ways of 
giving dramatic coherence to human events. 
Ancient Scripts and Modem Experience on the 
English Stage charts that rediscovery not in the 
pages of scholars' books, but on the stages of 
England's schools, colleges, inns of court, and 
royal court, and, finally, in the public theaters 
of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century London. 
Cloth: $29.95 ISBN 0-691-06739-2

Blindness and Autobiography
Al-Ayyam of Taha Husayn
Fedwa Malti-Douglas

The three-volume life-story of the Egyptian
intellectual Taha Husayn (1889-1973) is a land­
mark in modern autobiography, in Arabic let­
ters, and in the literature of blindness. This 
justly celebrated text, however, has never been 
subjected to the sustained literary analysis here 
presented by Fedwa Malti-Douglas, who shows 
that the personal, social, and literary reality of 
the hero's blindness gives the autobiography its 
unity and force. Blindness and Autobiography is 
not only a rich explication of al-Ayyam but a 
pioneering study of the interaction between 
a severe physical handicap and the autobio­
graphical process.
Cloth: $30.00 ISBN 0-691-06733-3
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President: Barbara Herrnstein Smith, Duke University 
First Vice President: Victor Brombert, Princeton University
Second Vice President: Catharine R. Stimpson, Rutgers University, New Brunswick 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
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Malcolm Smith 
New York, New York

PMLA (ISSN 0030-8129) is published six times a year, in January, March, May, September, October, and November, 
by the Modern Language Association of America. Membership is open to those persons who are professionally interested 
in the modern languages and literatures. Annual dues, which include subscription to PMLA, are based on members’ 
incomes and are graduated as follows: student members (four years maximum), $10; new regular members (first year), 
$25; regular members (income under $12,000), $10; regular members (income $12,000-$15,000), $35; regular members 
(income $15,000-$20,000), $45; regular members (income $20,000-$25,000), $50; regular members (income $25,000-$30,000), 
$55; regular members (income $30,000-$35,000), $60; regular members (income $35,000-$40,000), $65; regular members 
(income $40,000-$45,000), $70; regular members (income $45,000-$50,000), $75; regular members (income $50,000-$55,000), 
$80; regular members (income $55,000-$60,000), $85; regular members (income $60,000-$65,000), $90; regular members 
(income $65,000-$70,000), $95; regular members (income $70,000-$75,000), $100; regular members (income $75,000 and 
above), $105; joint members (two individuals sharing the same household, who receive one subscription to PMLA but 
two copies of all other publications), add $20 to dues category of higher-income member; foreign members, same as 
regular members (ascertain dues category based on American dollar equivalent). Membership applications are available 
on request.

The subscription price of PMLA for libraries and other institutions is $88. A subscription including a bound volume 
at the end of the year is $203, domestic and foreign. Agents deduct 4% as their fee. Single copies of the January, March, 
May, and October issues may be obtained for $7.50 each; the November (Program) issue for $20; the September (Direc­
tory) issue for $35.

Issues for the current year are available from the MLA Member and Customer Services Office. Claims for undelivered 
issues will be honored if they are received within one year of the publication date; thereafter the single issue price will 
be charged.

For information about the availability of back issues, inquire of Kraus Reprint Co., Millwood, NY 10546; (914) 762-2200. 
Early and current volumes may be obtained on microfilm from University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, MI 48106. Purchase 
of current volumes on film is restricted to subscribers of the journal.

OFFICE OF PUBLICATION AND EDITORIAL OFFICES 
10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003-6981

All communications including notices of changes of address should be sent to the Member and Customer Services Office 
of the Association. If a change of address also involves a change of institutional affiliation, that office should be in­
formed of this fact at the same time.
Second-class postage paid at New York, NY, and at additional mailing office.
Copyright © 1988 by The Modern Language Association of America.
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 12-32040. United States Postal Service Number 449-660.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to PMLA, Member and Customer Services Office, Modern Language Associa­
tion of America, 10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003-6981.
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