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‘This brilliant new book will energise the field by offering researchers 
a clear and detailed overview of the latest methods to investigate 
language attitudes.’
Jean-Marc Dewaele, Birkbeck, University of London

‘For those seeking to better understand and evaluate research into 
language attitudes, and for those wishing to conduct investigations of their 
own, this outstanding and comprehensive collection of clearly explained 
and well-exemplified chapters by leading contemporary researchers 
is likely to be the go-to resource for many years to come. In addition, 
the volume provides a valuable productive backdrop and reference point 
for further methodological innovation and development in this complex 
and challenging field.’
Peter Garrett, Cardiff University

‘This book gives a wonderful overview of techniques and methods 
in language attitude research, and offers a discussion of the opportunities 
and challenges that investigators in this highly interdisciplinary field 
encounter. I can recommend this book to anyone who wants to investigate 
the relationship between societal and political structures and our views 
about language in more detail.’
Nanna H. Hilton, University of Groningen
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This is the first full-scale discussion of English 
phonology since Chomsky & Halle’s seminal 
The Sound Pattern of English (SPE). The book 
emphasizes the analysis using ordered rules and 
builds on SPE by incorporating lexical, metrical, 
and prosodic analysis and the insights afforded by 
Lexical Phonology. It provides clear explanations 
and logical development throughout, introducing 
rules individually and then illustrating their 
interactions. These features make this influential 
theory accessible to students from a variety 
of backgrounds in linguistics and phonology. 
Rule-ordering diagrams summarize the crucial 
ordering of approximately eighty-five rules. Many of 
the interactions result in phonological opacity, where 
the output either does not provide evidence of the 
effect of the rule or does not contain the necessary 
conditions for its application. This demonstrates 
the superiority of a rule-based account over 
output-oriented approaches such as Optimality 
Theory or pre-Generative structuralist phonology.

John T. Jensen is the author of Morphology: Word 
Structure in Generative Grammar (1990), English 
Phonology (1993), and Principles of Generative 
Phonology: An Introduction (2004). He has published 
articles in Phonology, Linguistic Inquiry, Language, 
Linguistic Analysis, Nordic Journal of Linguistics, 
Papers in Linguistics, and Glossa.
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EGBERT, BIBER, AND GRAY
DESIGNING AND EVALUATING LANGUAGE CORPORA

Corpora are ubiquitous in linguistic research, yet to date, 
there has been no consensus on how to conceptualize corpus 
representativeness and collect corpus samples. This pioneering book 
bridges this gap by introducing a conceptual and methodological 
framework for corpus design and representativeness. Written by 
experts in the field, it shows how corpora can be designed and 
built in a way that is both optimally suited to specific research 
agendas, and adequately representative of the types of language 
use in question. It considers questions such as what types of texts 
should be included in the corpus, and how many texts are required – 
highlighting that the degree of representativeness rests on the dual 
pillars of domain considerations and distribution considerations. 
The authors introduce, explain, and illustrate all aspects of this 
corpus representativeness framework in a step-by-step fashion, 
using examples and activities to help readers develop practical 
skills in corpus design and evaluation.

JESSE EGBERT is Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics 
at Northern Arizona University. He is a co-founding General Editor 
of Register Studies, and his recent books focus on online register 
variation (2018), methodogical triangulation (2016, 2020), and corpus 
linguistics methods (2020).

DOUGLAS BIBER is Regents’ Professor of Applied Linguistics 
at Northern Arizona University. Previous books include Register, 
Genre, and Style (2009/2019), Grammar of Spoken and Written 
English (2021), and studies of register variation (1988, 1995, 2018).

BETHANY GRAY is Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics 
and Technology at Iowa State University. Her publications include 
monographs on academic research articles (2015), and historical 
change in writing (2016). She is a co-founding General Editor of 
Register Studies.
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What’s the word that describes the process of making supportive 

noises when you’re listening to someone? What is syntax 

and how does it differ from grammar? Do you know what a 

morpheme is? And did you know that it’s not only an atom that 

has a nucleus? The Babel Lexicon of Language is an entertaining 

and accessible introduction to the key terminology involved 

in the study of language. It defines over 500 terms and uses 

contemporary language examples, explaining complex issues in 

an easy-to-understand way. Written by the expert editorial team 

behind Babel, the popular language magazine, and assuming no 

prior knowledge of linguistics, The Babel Lexicon of Language is 

an invaluable resource for students, teachers and anyone with an 

interest in language.

‘A must-have for teachers and students of English Language and 

of language more generally. Turn to it when linguistic terminology 

confuses you, or leaf through it on a Sunday afternoon to discover 

how many ways language can be appreciated in itself.’

Lynne Murphy, Professor of Linguistics, University of Sussex
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‘This work by Schützler and Schlüter carefully explores the impact of 
methodological decisions on how results are interpreted. This timely work 
is a must-read for advanced corpus students and established researchers.’
Randi Reppen, Northern Arizona University

Corpus linguistics continues to be a vibrant methodology applied across 
highly diverse fields of research in the language sciences. With the current 
steep rise in corpus sizes, computational power, statistical literacy and 
multi-purpose software tools, and inspired by neighbouring disciplines, 
approaches have diversified to an extent that calls for an intensification 
of the accompanying critical debate. Bringing together a team of leading 
experts, this book follows a unique design, comparing advanced methods 
and approaches current in corpus linguistics, to stimulate reflective 
evaluation and discussion. Each chapter explores the strengths and 
weaknesses of different datasets and techniques, presenting a case study 
and allowing readers to gauge methodological options in practice. 
Contributions also provide suggestions for further reading, and data and 
analysis scripts are included in an online appendix. This is an important 
and timely volume, and will be essential reading for any linguist interested 
in corpus-linguistic approaches to variation and change.

Ole Schützler is Professor for Varieties of English at Leipzig University. 

Julia Schlüter is Associate Professor for English Linguistics at the 
University of Bamberg.

Online resources: www.cambridge.org/schuetzler-schlueter
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notes for contributors
Journal of  Linguistics has as its goal to publish articles that make a clear contribution to current 
debate in all branches of  theoretical linguistics. The journal also provides an excellent survey of  
recent linguistics publications, with book reviews in each volume and review articles on major 
works marking important theoretical advances. The journal includes a Squib and a Notes and 
Discussion section for briefer contributions to current debate. The Editors welcome proposals 
for guest-edited special, thematic issues and for overview papers for the Looking Back, Moving 
Forward section.

Full Instructions for Contributors are available at https://www.cambridge.org/lin

the linguistics association of great britain and northern ireland
The Linguistics Association of  Great Britain and Northern Ireland (LAGB) is the leading 
professional association for academic linguists in Great Britain, and welcomes new members. 
Its scope includes all branches of  linguistics  formal or functional, theoretical or descriptive, 
synchronic or diachronic, social or psychological (or neither), concerned with one language or 
many. Its members individually favour a wide range of  dierent theories of  language structure, 
and all theoretical persuasions are welcome. To learn more, please see http://www.lagb.org.uk.

The LAGB’s main activities are:
• Publication of  the Journal of  Linguistics.
• An annual conference, which includes invited overseas speakers of  renown, a workshop, 

a language tutorial, various specialist sessions and a summer school, as well as papers 
refl ecting a wide range of  views and approaches.

• Representation of  linguistics and linguists in matters such as research funding and quality 
assessment.

• Bridging the gap between academic linguistics and language education through the activities 
of  The LAGB Education Committee. This committee organizes specialist Linguistics at 
School sessions at LAGB meetings and maintains a glossary of  grammatical terminology 
for schools.

• Maintenance of  discussion forums for discussion of  general issues.

Members of  the LAGB are eligible for a print subscription to the Journal of  Linguistics at a 
special rate. For details, please see http://www.lagb.org.uk/new-subscriptions.

lagb committee members
President: Professor Caroline Heycock, Linguistics and English Language, PPLS, Dugald 

Stewart Building, 3 Charles Street, Edinburgh EH8 9AD, UK; caroline.heycock@ed.ac.uk
Honorary Secretary: Dr Yuni Kim, Department of Language and Linguistics, University of Essex, 

Wivenhoe Park, Colchester Campus, Colchester CO4 3SQ, UK; y.kim@essex.ac.uk
Membership Secretary: Dr Theresa Biberauer, Theoretical and Applied Linguistics, Room 201 

Raised Faculty Building, University of  Cambridge, Sidgwick Avenue, Cambridge CB3 9DA, 
UK; mtb23@cam.ac.uk

Meetings Secretaries: Dr Jenny Amos, School of  Social Sciences and Humanities, University 
of  Su
 olk, Waterfront Building, 10 Neptune Quay, Ipswich IP4 1QJ, UK; jennifer.amos@
uos.ac.uk & Dr Vahid Parvaresh, School of  Humanities and Social Sciences, Faculty of  Arts, 
Humanities and Social Sciences, Anglia Ruskin University, East Road, Cambridge CB1 1PT, 
UK;  vahid.parvaresh@aru.ac.uk

Treasurer: Dr Robert Truswell, School of  Philosophy, Psychology and Language Sciences, The 
University of  Edinburgh, Dugald Stewart Building, 3 Charles Street, Edinburgh EH8 9AD, 
UK; rob.truswell@ed.ac.uk

Assistant Secretary and Representative from the Race and Social Justice Committee: Dr Hannah 
Gibson, Department of  Language and Linguistics, University of  Essex, Colchester Campus, 
Colchester CO4 3SQ, UK; h.gibson@essex.ac.uk

Web Administrator and External Relations O�  cer: Dr Jonathan Kasstan, School of Humanities, Uni-
versity of Westminster, 309 Regent Street, London W1B 2HW, UK; j.kasstan@westminster.ac.uk

Representative from the Education Committee: Dr Eva Eppler, Department of  Media, Culture and 
Language, Roehampton University, 106 Queen’s Building, Southlands, Roehampton Lane,
London SW15 5PU, UK; e.eppler@roehampton.ac.uk

Chair of  the Student Committee: Marc Olivier-Loiseau, School of  Communication and Media, 
Ulster University, York Street, Belfast, Co. Antrim BT15 1ED, UK; Olivier-M@ulster.ac.uk
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