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Dear Editor,
I have carefully read the previous study entitled “Spirituality Moderates the Relationship

Between Cancer Carer Burden and Depression,” which opened our eyes to the importance of
spirituality in caregiving (La et al. 2023). Interestingly, this study showed that spirituality is not
just an additional aspect but a significant influence that can moderate the emotional burden
experienced by cancer carers. This proves that spirituality has the power to reduce the risk of
depression, which is often overlooked in caregiving practices (Hebert et al. 2006; Selman et al.
2018).

Amidst today’s increasing mental health challenges, recognizing the vital role of spirituality
as a psychological resource is crucial (Hill et al. 2000). This spiritual strength acts as a valuable
tool for caregivers, enabling them to deal more effectively with mental health crises – both their
own and those of the patients they care for. This strength paves the way for a more comprehen-
sive and in-depth approach to caregiving, which not only addresses the physical aspects but also
provides strong emotional and spiritual support in the face of today’s mental health challenges.

While it is recognized that spirituality plays an important role, there are still significant gaps
in its application in caregiving practice (Christie et al. 2018; Aoun et al. 2017). Most training
and support programs for caregivers still need to incorporate spiritual elements into their cop-
ing strategies fully. Additionally, the lack of research explicitly linking spirituality to caregivers’
mental health outcomes indicates the urgency for further research in this area (Hebert et al.
2007).This underscores the importance of integrating spiritualitymore broadly and structurally
in caregiving programs to fill the existing gaps and improve the effectiveness of the support
provided to caregivers.

Based on experience in guidance and counselling, the researcher proposes a unique training
program for caregivers that involves a module on the importance of spirituality (Kang et al.
2021).This program could includemeditation sessions, in-depth discussions on spiritual values,
and techniques for integrating spiritual practices into daily routines (Shonin et al. 2014). Key
to this solution is an in-depth understanding of how spirituality can be effectively applied in
caregiving practices. In addition, further research is needed to explore how spiritual practices
can be concretely integrated into caregiving protocols, thus creating a more holistic approach
and supporting the mental well-being of caregivers (Marín-Maicas et al. 2021).

This approach carries important implications in creating a holistic and supportive caregiving
environment, emphasizing the importance of caregivers’mental health paralleling their physical
health. By implementing this approach, not only will the quality of life of the caregivers improve
but it will also improve the quality of care provided to the patients they care for (Deeken et al.
2003). Furthermore, it encourages wider recognition of spiritual values in healthcare practice,
emphasizing the importance of caring for all aspects of an individual: physical, mental, and
spiritual (Puchalski et al. 2014).This approach paves theway towardsmore inclusive and holistic
healthcare, which values and supports the whole person’s well-being.

Funding. The authors declare that no funding was received for this paper.

Competing interests. The authors declare no conflict of interest in this paper.

References
Aoun SM, Rumbold B, Howting D, et al. (2017) Bereavement support for family caregivers: The gap between

guidelines and practice in palliative care. PLoS One 12(10), 1–15. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0184750

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1478951524000270 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1478951524000270
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1478951524000270
mailto:rikassaputra_uin@radenfatah.ac.id
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1926-667X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6065-2022
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog?doi=https://doi.org/10.1017/S1478951524000270&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1478951524000270


1540 Rikas Saputra et al.

Christie HL, Bartels SL, Boots LMM, et al. (2018) A systematic review on the
implementation of eHealth interventions for informal caregivers of people
with dementia. Internet Interventions 13(July), 51–59. doi:10.1016/j.invent.
2018.07.002

Deeken JF, TaylorKL,ManganP, et al. (2003) Care for the caregivers: A review
of self-report instruments developed tomeasure the burden, needs, and qual-
ity of life of informal caregivers. Journal of Pain and Symptom Management.
26(4), 922–953. doi:10.1016/S0885-3924(03)00327-0

Hebert RS, Dang Q and Schulz R (2007) Religious beliefs and practices are
associated with better mental health in family caregivers of patients with
dementia: Findings from the reach study. American Journal of Geriatric
Psychiatry 15(4), 292–300. doi:10.1097/01.JGP.0000247160.11769.ab

Hebert RS, Weinstein E, Martire LM, et al. (2006) Religion, spiritual-
ity and the well-being of informal caregivers: A review, critique, and
research prospectus. Aging and Mental Health 10(5), 497–520. doi:10.1080/
13607860600638131

Hill PC, Pargament KI, Hood RW, et al. (2000) Conceptualizing religion
and spirituality: Points of commonality, points of departure. Journal for the
Theory of Social Behaviour 30(1), 51–77. doi:10.1111/1468-5914.00119

Kang KA, Kim SJ, Kim DB, et al. (2021) Correction to: A meaning-centered
spiritual care training program for hospice palliative care teams in South

Korea: Development and preliminary evaluation (BMC Palliative Care,
(2021), 20, 1, (30), 10.1186/s12904-021-00718-1).BMCPalliative Care 20(1),
1–12. doi:10.1186/s12904-021-00760-z

La IS, Johantgen M, Storr CL, et al. (2023) Spirituality moderates the rela-
tionship between cancer caregiver burden and depression. Palliative and
Supportive Care 22(1), 1–12. doi:10.1017/s1478951523001785

Marín-Maicas P, Corchón S, Ambrosio L, et al. (2021) Living with long term
conditions from the perspective of family caregivers. A scoping review and
narrative synthesis. International Journal of Environmental Research& Public
Health 18(14), 7294. doi:10.3390/ijerph18147294

Puchalski CM, Vitillo R, Hull SK, et al. (2014) Improving the spiritual dimen-
sion of whole person care: Reaching national and international consensus.
Journal of Palliative Medicine 17(6), 642–656. doi:10.1089/jpm.2014.9427

Selman LE, Brighton LJ, Sinclair S, et al. (2018) Patients’ and caregivers’
needs, experiences, preferences and research priorities in spiritual care: A
focus group study across nine countries. Palliative Medicine 32(1), 216–230.
doi:10.1177/0269216317734954

Shonin E, Van Gordon W and Griffiths MD (2014) Meditation awareness
training (MAT) for improved psychological well-being: A qualitative exam-
ination of participant experiences. Journal of Religion and Health 53(3),
849–863. doi:10.1007/s10943-013-9679-0

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1478951524000270 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1478951524000270

	Spiritual embrace: A source of strength for caregivers in a mental health crisis
	References


