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"PHYSICAL MONISM"
B. D. ELLIS

A theory of perception is usually an attempt to answer the question "What are the immedi­
ate objects of awareness when we perceive?" But this question only makes sense to one who
believes that there are two distinct compartments of mind or brain (e.q. a faculty of perception
and a faculty of reason) the job of one being to supply basic uninterpreted information to the
other whose job it is to interpret it. The resulting theories of perception may therefore be'
called epistemologically dualist theories. They include phenomenalism, two kinds of represen­
tationalism and direct realism-none of which are satisfactory. The object of this paper is to­
construct a theory of perception which is ontologically a physicalist theory, but which is
epistemologically a monistic theory.

"NEW REASONS FOR REALISM"
JAMES J. GIBSON

If invariants of the energy flux at the receptors of an organism exist, and if these invariants
correspond to the permanent properties of the environment, and if they are the basis of the
organism's perception of the environment instead of the sensory data on which we have thought
it based, then there is new support for realism in epistemology as well as for a new theory of
perception in psychology.

In this paper the theory of perception is outlined and then, the reasons for realism are pre­
sented.

"COLOR CONCEPTS AND DISPOSITIONS"
ROBERT J. SWARTZ

Are colors of physical things dispositions to look certain ways to normal observers in normal
observation conditions? In this paper I consider two recent ways of analyzing the notion of a
dispositional property and use these as models for two types of analyses of being red. In both
cases the general proposition "Anything which is red looks red to a normal observer in normal
conditions" turns out to be necessarily true. This implies that attempts to explain why some­
thing looks red to someone by citing the fact that it is red fail to fit into the Hempelian model
of explanation. But, I argue, such alleged explanations do fit into Hempel's model. I conclude
that the general proposition about the way red things look is contingent and that being red,
as ordinarily construed, is not a dispositional property.
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"SOME PROBLEMS IN THE GEOMETRY OF VISUAL PERCEPTION"
FRED ROBERTS AND PATRICK SUPPES

This article deals with the geometry and kinematics of visual perception. Some specific
models are analyzed, and an important but too little known theorem of Horace Lamb's con­
cerning the impossibility of perceiving all straight lines as straight is stated and proved. Some
attention is given to the problem of concept formation in terms of a template model for process­
ing elementary perceptual properties.
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