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Examining the works of Barth, Updike, Purdy,
The Kesey, Oates, Plath, Pynchon, and Roth, Allen
finds that, even in a time of social and sexual

Necessary expansiveness, women continue to be por-

trayed in the same old ways, noticeable pri-

Blankness marily because of their blankness. From

WOMEN IN MAJOR Updike's “dull, bovine” beauties to Purdy's

monstrous, acquisitive matrons, Allen traces

AMERICAN FHCTION the many ways in which women are shown to

OF THE SIXTIES be inadequate in their personal lives and in
the complex “man-made” systems of Ameri-

by Mﬂl‘ g ﬂ“EI’I can society. “A grim view, worthily and
convincingly argued. Recommended. ..."—
Library Journal. 226 pages. $8.95.

THE In this first thorough examination of fantasy
GAME as a literary genre, Irwin attempts to bring
order to this phenomenon of cultural history

OF THE by examining the common characteristics

of fantasies written between 1880 and 1957.
IMPOSSIBLE He confronts some well-remembered and
some almost forgotten works of eminent

g R’leto,,/ic O authors such as C.S. Lewis, Franz Kafka,
Ronald Firbank, David Garnett, Sir Herbert

Read, Elinor Wylie, W.H. Hudson, Virginia

ntaSj) Woolf, and J.R.R. Tolkien. 220 pages. $9.95.

W, R. IRWIN

INS ATIABILITY Translated, with an introduction and com-
mentary by Louis Iribarne. This classic of

A Novel in Two experimental prose fiction is as contemporary
: e o Ty as when it was written in 1927. Anti-utopian,

' : futuristic, and prophetic, it traces the adven-
tures of a young Pole whose own fate parallels
the inevitable collapse of Western civilization
following a Chinese Communist invasion
from the East. Written by a recently redis-
covered leader of the Polish avant-garde, it is
= a work in which erotica alternates with de-
AN mentia, hallucinatory drugs with ideological
A drugs. Iribarne’s translation has been hailed
7 | AN ' faf B (5 as “a fantastic piece of work.” 560 pages.
Stanistaw Ignacy Witkiewicz $18.95.
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