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“IN ad:iptlng our title of the Journal of Mental Science, published by authority
of the Medico-Psychological Association, we profess that we cultivate in our pages
mental science of a particular kind, namely, such mental science as appertains
to medical men who are engaged in the treatment of the insane. But it has
been objected that the term mental science is inapplicable, and that the terms,
mental physiology, or mental pathology, or psychology, or psychiatry (a term
much affected by our German brethren), would have been more correct and ap-
propriate ; and that, moreover, we do not deal in mental science, which is pro-
perly the sphere of the aspiring metaphysical intellect. If mental science is
strictly synonymous with metaphysics, these objections are certainly valid, for
although we do not eschew metaphysical discussion, the aim of this Journal is
certainly bent upon more attainable objects than the pursuit of those recondite
inquiries which have occupied the most ambitious intellects from the time of
Plato to the present, with 80 much labour and so little result. But while we ad-
mit that metaphysics may be called one department of mental science, we main-
tain that mental physiology and mental pathology are also mental science under
a different aspect. While metaphysics may be called speculative mental science,
mental physiology and pathology, with their vast range of inquiry into insanity,
education, crime, and all things which tend to preserve mental health, or to pro-
duce mental disease, are not less questions of mental science in its practical, that
is, in its sociological point of view. If it were not unjust to high mathematics
to compare it in any way with abstruse metaphysice, it would illustrate our
meaning to say that our practical mental science would fairly bear the same rela-
tion to the mental science of the metaphysicians as applied mathematics bears to
the pure science. In both instances the aim of the pure science is the attainment
of abstract truth ; its utility, however, frequently going no further than to serve
as a gymnasium for the intellect. In both instances the mixed science aims at,
and, to a certain extent, attains immediate practical results of the greatest utility
to the welfare of mankind ; we therefore maintain that our Journal is not in-
apily called the Journal of Mental Science, although the science may only at-
tempt to deal with sociological and medical inquiries, relating either to the pre-
servation of the health of the mind or to the amelioration or cure of its diseases ;
and although not soaring to the height of abstruse metaphysics, we only aim at
such metaphysical knowledge as may be available to our purposes, as the mecha-
pician uses the formularies of mathematics. This is our view of the kind of
mental acience which physicians engaged in the grave responsibility of caring
for the mental health of their fellow men, may, in all modesty, pretend to culti-
vate ; and while we cannot doubt that all additions to our certain knowledge in
the speculative department of the science will be great gain, the necessities of
duty and of danger must ever compel us to pursue that knowledge which is to
be obtained in the practical departments of science, with the earnestness of real
workmen. The captain of a ship would be none the worse for being well ac-
quainted with the higher branches of astronomical science, but it is the practical
part of that science a=s it is applicable to navigation which he is compelled to
study."—J. C. Bucknilt, M.D., F.R.S.
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edico-Psychological Association, -

Andrew Clark, M.D,, F.R.0.P.—Gouty Melancholia. Report of a Consultation on a Case.
M. G. Echeverria, M.D.—Marriage: and Hereditariness of Epileptics.
R. Grieve, M.D.—Insanity in British Guiana,

D. Hack Tuke, F.R.C.P.—On the Best Mode of tubulating Recoveries {rom Insanity in Asylum
Reports,

COlinical Notes and Cases.—Cases of Tumour of the Braln In thaInsane ; by Troxas Ly, M.D.—
Autobiographical Letter from a Patient ; contributed by G. H. 8avace, M.D,
Occasional Notea of the Quarter.—Mr. Dillwyn's Amended Bill,
PART Il.—REVIEWS.
General Paralysis of the Insane, By Wizziax Jurios Miexie, M.D., M.R.C.P.
Report of the Inspector-General of the Insane for the Colony of New South Walea for the year 1579,
Congrds International de Médecine Mentale, Tenn & Paris du & an 10 Acfit, 1878,
PART 111.—PSYCHOLOGICAL RETROSPECT.
1. American Peychologicnl Literature. By D. Hack Tuke, M.D., F.R.C.P.
2. French Retrospect. By T. W, McDowarx, M.D,
3. German Retrospeot. By Witiraxm W, Irtzaxp, M.D.
4, Retrospect of Mental Philosophy (Periodical Literature). By B, F, C. Costatror, M,A., B.Ee,
PART IV.—NOTES AND NEWS.
epart of the Thirty-fifth Annusl Meeting of the Medico-Paychologleal Association, July 30th.—
B Sections of P:;chnlogr snd Phy aiology at the Annual Mu:{ing ol“t'ﬁe Yritish Medical A{mﬂm
at Cambridge.~The Fastern Counties Asylum for Idiots.—** After Care;"—International

Medica!l Congress.— Question of Suit on behall of husband incapacitated by Insanity, for Disso-
lution of Marrisge.~Obituary.— Index Medico-Psychologlcus,—Appointments,

CONTENTS OF No. 116—JANUARY, 1881.

PART |.~ORIGINAL ARTICLES.

M. . Echeverria, M.D.—Alcoholic Epilopsy.

B. F. Q. Costelloe, M.A., B.Sc.—The Philosophy of Nousense,

¥, Pritchard Davies, M.D.~Chemical Restraint and- Aleohol.

D. Hack Tuke, F.R.C.P.—~Hypnosis Redivivus.

Clinjcal Notes and Cases,.—Two Cases contributed by G. MAckENziE Bacos, M.A, M.D.:
1. Trephining of the bkull in the case of a Lunatic, nineteen months after a blow mm the liead.
2. Case of Acute Dementia in a Young Woman.—Accidental Scald followed by death; by W. C,
Hus, M.D.—Notes of Cases in the Ceylon Lunatle Asylum ;3 by Jo W. Praxron, M.R.C.P,~
Cases contributed by Gro, H, Saviaee, M.D.:—1, Cases of Contagiousness of Delusions,

2, Melancholia followed by Monomanis of Exaltation. 3. Morked Amelioration in a General
Paralytic following a very severe carbuncle,

Ocoasional Notes of the Quarter.—Baker v, Baker and Others,—Vaso-dilator Functions of the
Sympathetic,
PART II,—REVIEWS,
The Brair as an Organ of Mind, By H. C. Bastian, M A, M.D,
The Emotions, By Jauzs McCosa, D.D,
Congris Internationsl de Médecine Mentale,
The Diagniosis of Diseases of the Spinal Cord. By W. R, Gowzns, M.D,
A Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Medicine, By Jomw Syen Bmisrowe, M.D,
The Lunacy Bine Books :
Twenty-fourth Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy.
Twenty-second Report of the General Bonrd of Commissioners in Lunacy in Scotland,
Twenty-cighth Report on the District, Criminal, and Provincial Asylums in Ireland,
PART 111.~PSYCHOLOGICAL RETROSPECT.
1. American Retrospect. (Communicuted.)
2. French Retrospect, By M. Morer.
3, Italian Retrospect. By J. M, Gasquer, M.B.
PART IV.—NOTES AND NEWS.
Report of the Qnmcﬂe; Meceting of the Medico-Psychological Association, December Ist,—Tllusions
of the Eenses.— Obituary,—Correspondence.—Appointments, &c,
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