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BARNES & NOBLE BOOKS 

On Hamlet 
Salvador De Madariaga. The outcome of a 
study of the play in order to prepare a 
translation into Spanish verse. The study 
led the author to the conclusion that no 
commentator had so far put forward a 
consistent interpretation of the chief char­
acter, and therefore of the play. A radical 
change in the generally accepted views on 
the matter was put forward, backed at 
every step by direct reference to the actual 
words of Shakespeare, and when neces­
sary, to the two chief sources, Saxo Gram-
maticus and Belleforest. Second edition 
deals with criticism of the first edition. 
Ready Soon. $5.00 

The Guns of Elsinore 
Martin Holmes. In this brilliantly illumi­
nating book, a specialist in Tudor and 
Stuart London reviews the evidence pro­
vided by contemporary sources, and shows 
how a closer consideration of the playgo­
ers, playhouses, playbooks and players of 
Shakespeare's day, and their knowledge 
and gossip about the fortress of Elsinore it­
self, may give us a vividly novel concep­
tion of Hamlet as it appeared to its original 
spectators, and quite possibly, to the au­
thor who wrote it for them. $4.50 

John Aubrey and His Friends 
Antliony Powell. A new revised edition of 
Powell's 1948 enlivening biography of 
John Aubrey. Reviewing the first edition, 
H. Trevor-Roper wrote: ". . . extremely 
well written, fully documented and illus­
trated with Aubrey's own watercolors." 

$7-50 

The Blazon of Honour: Studies in 
Medieval and Renaissance 
Magnanimity 
Margaret Greaves. This work traces the de­
velopment of the ideal hero from his pro­
totype in Aristotle's Magnanimous Man, 
through Chaucer, Malory, Sidney, and 
Spenser, to the final richness of Milton. It 
shows the relationship of this ideal to its 
actual achievement in the real world in­
habited by these writers, and considers the 
causes of its gradual decay in the later 17th 
century. $3.7

5 

Spenser and the Number of Time 
Alastair Fowler. The author shows that 
Spenser, in his disposition of themes, nar­
rative motifs, and emblems, in the Faerie 
Queene, has made use of definite schemes, 
such as the planetary week and the Pythag­
orean decade. These schemes also govern 
the physical shape of the poem, so that 
numbers of characters, stanzas, and lines, 
as well as the positions of these units, con­
stitute an organic pattern. $10.00 

Later Medieval Europe: From 
St. Louis to Luther 
D. Waley. This book is intended to arouse 
an interest in the history of Europe be­
tween the 13th and 16th centuries. The 
themes selected for discussion are not 
merely political ones. Cultural develop­
ments and the history of ideas are discussed, 
as well as economic history. The principal 
theme is the growth in the power of the 
state during the period, and the effect of 
this on prevalent ideas about politics. 

$5-oo 
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