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THE hIEAh.ISG OF XIASS : DOcxl.sTIc AKD DEVOTIONAL COSSIDERA- 
TIOSS UPON THE DIVINE LITURGY. By Bede Frost .  (A. R. 
3Ivwbray ; 316.) 

This  is a valuable addition to  devotional works  upon the 
Roman RIass by an Xnglican rcligious who regards i t  a s  the  most  
perfect liturgical csprcssion of worship in Wcstcrn  Christcndom. 
T h e  Ordinary and Canon a r e  treated of in a shrewd com- 
mentary,  modern in idiom and illustrativn, which carr ies  one 
forward over the familiar ground with a new sensc. of the  im- 
measurable t reasures  tha t  are t o  he found in it. F r o m  first t o  
last the Christological note receives due emphasis, whilst S t .  
Thomas’s  Eucharistic Treat ise  is used with the a r t  that  conveys 
real illumination. Herc  and tlierc the lyric imagery of the  style, 
which a t  timcs seems out  of harmony with t h c  sohcr spleiidour 
a n d  concision of the  Rom,an Li turgy,  betrays the author  into 
inaccuracies which can easily he rcmedicd in anothcr  cdition. 
T h c  last Chapter  t reats  of tlic Thornistic doctrine of substance, 
and  should prove a n  adequate  corrcctivc t o  those whose notions 
of thc C.atholic doctrine o f  thc Real Presence a r e  tinged with 
ma terialism. 
:I book w lively and  capt ivat ing will help all who read it t o  

discover i n  Holy Mass the t rue ccntrc  o f  thcir worship and  
prayer. T h e  author’s  personal love for  thc Roman Liturgy clearly 
spr ings from a knowledge t h a t  is not altogether acadcmic : his 
fine sensc of dclicacy h a s  prompted him t o  omit letters desig- 
na t ing  a rcligious profession that  might  ruf le  some of his 
Catholic readers. 
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MEDIEVAL REI-ICION studied in F o u r  Essays,  followed by 
Essays o n  T h e  Origin of the Romantic Tradi t ion and T h r  
Vision of Piers  I’lowman. By Christopher Dawson.  (Sheed 
8r W a r d  ; 6/-.) 

T h c  opinion that  the  middle agcs represent a s ta t ic  period in 
European history wiis long ago rcjcctcd;  but  it is only j u s t  
bccoming undcrstood, that  they werc a time of constant  reno- 
vation a n d  revision both for  institutions and doctrines. Mr. 
Dawson rightly assumes tha t  religion w a s  the dominant  concern 
of the human inrelligencc dur ing  these ccnturies. H e  seeks  
to discover how the  Christian consciencc, directed by the  
Church,  reacted t o  the new modes of lifc and  thought  
tha t  werc produced either by internal developments of Lat in  
Christendom or more frequently by influences from without. 
We a r e  compelled to  a grea te r  admiration of the so-called 



BLACKFRIARS 

a g e s  of fai th  when we sce how pcrplesing they were in reality. 
Rcpcatedly confrontcd by novelties, philosophers and ecclesi- 
astics displayed tcnacity and  boldness in clinging to  thco- 
logical tradition whilc csploiting thc mctaphysical and scien- 
tific possibilities of new theories-. Vicwed i n  this light, medi- 
aeval culture appears  as  a scrivs of constantly renewed, but  
a lways uneasy, conipromiscs. \\'hen the results of this syn- 
thesis .arc considercd, i t  is s t r iking how frequcntly the original 
and  beautiful features  can br traccd to  the  action of thc speci- 
fically Christian spirit. To what  r s t e n t  thc refinement of philo- 
sophy and science were tlarnapvl by t h r  intrusion of religion, 
and huw much religion suffrrcd by enter ing thcsc spheres, a r e  
qucstions admit t ing varying almvcrs .  Supported by scvcral con- 
vincing csaniples, M r .  Dawson argues  th,at :is fa r  a s  literature 
w a s  concerned, the a r t  definitely benefitted by admit t ing the 
rcligious element. which raised it from t h r  rudc o r  sensuous 
t o  a n r w  aesthetic plane : and he observcs tha t  thc blrnding of 
Christian moralify and literary genius  seldom produced such 
good results af ter  the reformation. Though the advant,age to 
philosophv and science w a s  dut)ious, the leavening of both by 
the Christian spirit savc:d thc  Middle Ascs from the strrilc and 
cxhaust ing conflicts of rcligious srnsibility with intellectual and 
scicnl ific matcrialism. 

Throughout  thc hook t h r  author  reveals a rcmarkahlc know- 
ledge of facts, which is sustained bv a really profound scholar- 
ship. It is pcrhaps in the essay on the Origins of t h e  Romnntic 
Trnd i f ion  that  his talent for  historical insight is best rshibited. 
This essay is a readable summary  of rccent theories concerning 
the civilization of Languedoc and its subsequent influence on 
the  rest o f  Europe : Mr. Dawson judiciously accentu,ates the  im- 
portance of Arabic #and Mozarabic Spain as a source of much 
that  we  have come t o  regard a s  tvpical of Christian chivalry. T h e  
essay o n  the  Vision of Piers  Plowman is probably the least 
satisfactory. T h e  work of Langland is treated in too s r e a t  iso- 
lation without sufficient rcEard for  the verv general  prevalence 
of the ' plouchman myth ' in Europr ,  a subject dealt with by 
Konrad ntlrdach in his th rcr  volumes on thc . 4 c k c r t n m n  n1t.5 

B o ~h 
T h e  iniprcssion made hy this collcction of essavs,  is tha t  Mr. 

Dawson possesses a genius  for  happy gmcral izat ions,  and can  
s ta te  with admirable clarity and charm,  thc  opinions with which 
he may sympathizc. 
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