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Men, Women, and
Chain Saws

Gender in the Modern Horror Film
Carol J. Clover

Do the pleasures of horror movies really begin and
end in sadism? Carol Clover argues that sadism is
actually the lesser part of the horror experience and
that the movies work mainly to engage the viewer in
the plight of the victim-hero, who is usually female
(while the audience is predominantly male).

“...the definitive new paradigm for
understanding not only the genre of horror but
the masochistic side of the pleasures of film
viewing. Written with elegance and punch, it
will delight both scholars and general readers.”
—Linda Williams, University of California, Irvine

‘. ..an insightful, daring and exhaustively
researched work that will stimulate a richer
dialogue on the relationship of gender and
movies.”’—Boston Globe

Divine Decadence

Cloth: $19.95 ISBN 0-691-04802-9
Fascism, Female Spectacle,

and the Makings of Sally Bowles
Linda Mizejewski D L (ﬂ DL N (L

As femme fatale, cabaret siren, and icon of Camp,

Sally Bowles has become this century’s darling of
“divine decadence.” Originally a character in a short
story by Christopher Isherwood, published in 1939,
“Sally” has appeared over the years in the stage play /
Am a Camera, the film of the same name, and a stage
musical and Academy Award-winning musical film, both
entitled Cabaret.

Linda Mizejewski shows how each successive
repetition of the tale of the showgirl and the male
writer has linked the young man’s fascination with Sally
more closely to the fascination of fascism. To . v . L —
Mizejewski, the adaptations end up duplicating the : A % j
fascist politics they strain to condemn, reproducing the LS
homophobia, misogyny, fascination for spectacle, and

Fascism, Female Spectacle, and

emphasis of sexual difference that characterized the Makings of Sally Bowles
German fascism.
Paper: $14.95 ISBN 0-691-02346-8
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