
governing medical knowledge commons

Governing Medical Knowledge Commons makes three claims: first, evidence matters to
innovation policymaking; second, evidence shows that self-governing knowledge com-
mons support effective innovation without prioritizing traditional intellectual property
rights; and third, knowledge commons can succeed in the critical fields of medicine and
health. The editors’ knowledge commons framework adapts Elinor Ostrom’s ground-
breaking research on natural resource commons to the distinctive attributes of knowl-
edge and information, providing a systematic means for accumulating evidence about
how knowledge commons succeed. The editors’ previous volume,Governing Knowledge
Commons, demonstrated the framework’s power through case studies in a diverse range
of areas.Governing Medical Knowledge Commons provides 15 new case studies of knowl-
edge commons in which researchers, medical professionals, and patients generate,
improve, and share innovations, offering readers a practical introduction to the knowl-
edge commons framework and a synthesis of conclusions and lessons. The book is
available Open Access at http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781316544587.
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CAMBRIDGE STUDIES ON GOVERNING KNOWLEDGE COMMONS

The mission of the series is to provide an authoritative space for high-quality
scholarship on the governance of knowledge commons. Following the path pio-
neered by Elinor Ostrom, recipient of the Nobel Prize in Economics for her work on
institutional analysis of commons regimes in the natural environment, and the
editors’ work inGoverning Knowledge Commons, this series uses a similar framework
to systematically study knowledge commons in various sectors. Readers seeking
more information on knowledge commons and this series can visit http://knowledge-
commons.net, a repository for scholarship produced by an international, interdisci-
plinary group of knowledge commons researchers.
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