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The Empire
of Fashion
Dressing Modern Democracy
Gilles Lipovetsky
Translated by Catherine Porter 
With a foreword by Richard Sennett

In a book full of playful irony and 
striking insights, the controversial social 
philosopher Gilles Lipovetsky draws on the 
history of fashion to demonstrate that the 
modern cult of appearance and superficial-
ity actually serves the common good. 
Bounding across two thousand years of 
history, Lipovetsky argues that today's 
mass-produced fashion offers many 
choices, which in turn enable consumers 
to become complex individuals within a 
democratically educated society.
Cloth: $24.95 ISBN 0-691-03373-0

ew  French  Thought
NOW THAT THE WAVES OF MARXISM, STRUCTURAL-

ISM, AND DECONSTRUCTION HAVE RECEDED IN FRANCE, 

A NEW LIBERAL HUMANISM HAS TAKEN CENTER STAGE 

IN FRENCH INTELLECTUAL LIFE. THE MOST PROVOCATIVE 

AND ENGAGING WORKS IN THIS RECENT TREND COME 

TOGETHER FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ENGLISH IN THE SERIES 

NEW FRENCH THOUGHT. TRANSLATED INTO LUCID AND 

JARGON-FREE PROSE, THE BOOKS IN THIS SERIES WILL 

INTRODUCE GENERAL READERS TO FRANCE'S EMERGING 

GENERATION OF INTELLECTUALS. ECLECTIC, BROAD-

RANGING, AND ROOTED IN THE LIVELIEST DEBATES OF 

THE DAY, THESE WORKS ARE INFLUENCING THINKING 

THROUGHOUT EUROPE TODAY.

New French Thought
Political Philosophy
Edited by Mark Lilia

The past fifteen years in France have seen a remarkable flour-
ishing of new work in political philosophy. This anthology brings 
into English for the first time essays by some of the best young 
French thinkers writing today. The central theme of these essays is 
liberal democracy: its nature, its development, its problems. The 
introduction by Mark Lilia provides historical background to the 
revival of French political thought about liberalism, and offers an 
analysis of what American and English readers can learn from it. 
Paper: 14.95 ISBN 0-691-00105-7
Cloth: $45.00 ISBN 0-691-03434-6

An Intellectual History
of Liberalism
Pierre Manent
Translated by Rebecca Balinski
With a foreword by Jerrold Seigel

Highlighting the social tensions that confront the liberal tradi-
tion, Pierre Manent draws a portrait of today's citizens of modern 
liberal democracies. Through quick-moving, highly synthetic essays, 
Manent explores the development of liberal thinking in terms of a 
single theme—the decline of theological politics—and, in so doing, 
raises important questions about the fundamental political issues of 
our day.
Cloth: $19.95 ISBN 0-691-03437-0
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Officers for the Year 1994 President: PATRICIA MEYER SPACKS, University of Virginia
First Vice President: SANDER L. GILMAN, University of Chicago
Second Vice President: SANDRA M. GILBERT, University of California, Davis
Executive Director: PHYLLIS FRANKLIN

Executive Council
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SUSAN NOAKES, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

Trustees of Invested Funds CAROLYN G. HEILBRUN, New York, New York
HUGH O’NEILL, New York, New York
MALCOLM B. SMITH (Managing Trustee), New York, New York

PMLA (ISSN 0030-8129) is published six times a year, in January, March, May, September, October, and November, by the Modem Language 
Association of America. Membership in the association is open to persons who are professionally interested in the modem languages and 
literatures. Annual dues, which include subscription to PMLA, are based on members’ incomes and are graduated as follows: student members 
(four years maximum), $20; new regular members (first year), $35; regular members (income under $15,000), $25; regular members (income 
$15,000-$20,000), $40; regular members (income $20,000-$30,000), $50; regular members (income $30,000-$40,000), $65; regular members 
(income $40,000-$50,000), $75; regular members (income $50,000-$60,000), $85; regular members (income $60,000-$70,000), $95; regular 
members (income $70,000-$80,000), $105; regular members (income over $80,000), $125; foreign members, same as regular members (use the 
American-dollar equivalent to ascertain the dues category). Membership applications are available on request.

The subscription price of PMLA for libraries and other institutions is $108. A subscription including a bound volume at the end of the year 
is $243, domestic and foreign. Agents deduct 4% as their fee. Single copies of the January, March, May, and October issues may be obtained 
for $12 each; the September (Directory) issue for $50; the November (Program) issue for $35.

Issues for the current year are available from the Member and Customer Services Office of the association (212 614-6377). Claims for 
undelivered issues will be honored if they are received within one year of the publication date; thereafter the single-issue price will be charged.

For information about the availability of back issues, inquire of Periodical Service Company, Germantown, NY 12526; 914 941-4404. Early 
and current volumes may be obtained on microfilm from University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, MI 48106. Purchase of current volumes on film 
is restricted to subscribers of the journal.

The office of publication and editorial offices are located at 10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003-6981; 212 475-9500.
All communications including notices of changes of address should be sent to the Member and Customer Services Office of the association. 

If a change of address also involves a change of institutional affiliation, that office should be informed of this fact at the same time.
Second-class postage paid at New York, NY, and at additional mailing office.
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