
effectively. This approach not only helps in navigating the complex relationships within the
municipal framework but also in achieving early wins that can solidify a manager’s credibility
and pave the way for successful governance

Lastly, in chapter 20, “Community Development: Navigating the Rocky Shoals of
Community Change,” Robert Buchan outlines the practical challenges of community develop-
ment in local governments and introduces “Transformational Incrementalism” (TI). This
approach emphasizes gradual yet transformative changes to enhance urban systems sustainably.
Buchan details the complexities city managers face in balancing innovation with community
values and navigating political landscapes. By illustrating the application of TI in real-world
scenarios, the author provides valuable guidance for scholars and practitioners interested in
operationalizing theories of public management to address urban challenges effectively.

This synthesis of theory and practice is a key strength of the book as a whole, offering
insights into effecting systemic change through strategic action and stakeholder engagement.
An additional key strength lies in its accessibility. The editors have successfully compiled chap-
ters that convey complex administrative challenges in a clear, engaging manner.

However, the volume is not without its limitations. The reliance on first-person accounts,
while providing a direct window into the experiences of city managers, often constrains the
narrative to a subjective viewpoint. This unidirectional approach risks oversimplifying the
inherently collaborative and complex processes of urban governance. It also means that the
reader must accept these accounts at face value, without the balance of external perspectives
or contradictory evidence within case studies.

To address these concerns, the editors have included multiple chapters on individual topics
and ensured a diverse range of authors from different geographic regions, municipality sizes,
and genders. However, while these efforts enhance the diversity of perspectives, the narrative
approach limits the exploration of the relational dynamics essential to effective local leadership,
presenting challenges that are difficult, if not impossible, to overcome.

Yet, The Role of Canadian City Managers makes a significant contribution to the literature
on municipal affairs in Canada by highlighting real-time challenges and the professional depth
required in city management. It is a must-read for anyone involved or interested in the gover-
nance and administration of cities. Specifically, it would serve as a critical resource for courses
in urban and regional planning, intergovernmental relations and policy studies. It offers prac-
tical experiences for those in political science programs interested in municipal governance,
social justice, sustainable development and community engagement. Additionally, the book
could be incorporated into mentorship and leadership development modules within public sec-
tor management courses, focusing on the relationship-building aspects crucial to effective city
management.
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Feminism’s Fight: Challenging Politics and Policies in Canada Since 1970 is a comprehensive
work on the relationship between feminism, politics, and policies in Canada over the past
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five decades. Editors Barbara Cameron and Meg Luxton have assembled a thorough collection
that explores the challenges, accomplishments, and ongoing struggles encountered by feminists
and asks how new ways of organizing and engaging with federal government policy can
advance the feminist agenda of social and economic equality. The chapters tell the story of
how feminism has transformed and evolved, and how Canada’s feminist movement has inter-
acted with governments from the 1970s to 2020. At its core, this collection grapples with the
role feminism has played in shaping Canadian politics and policies since the Royal
Commission on the Status of Women in Canada (RCSW).

One of the key strengths of the book is its diverse range of perspectives and topics covered.
Part one of the book, “Challenging Dominant Paradigms,” serves as a foundational framework
for the subsequent discussions. Cameron and Luxton in chapter 1, deftly navigate through the
complexities of the RCSW, providing a balanced critique that acknowledges its contributions
while also highlighting its limitations. Their analysis sets the stage for a comprehensive exam-
ination of various facets of Canadian feminism, ranging from Indigenous decolonization to
LGBTQ+ rights, underscoring the interconnectedness of feminist activism with broader soci-
etal transformations. In chapter 2, Shelagh Day and Pamela Palmater provide a powerful nar-
rative on the long history of discrimination against Indigenous women in Canada, laying bare
the systemic failures of the Canadian government in addressing these injustices.

Part two, “Reclaiming the Economy,” delves into the economic dimensions of feminism in
Canada. Cameron’s chapter on macroeconomic policy provides an accessible analysis of the
interaction between the economy and feminism, offering balanced critiques of neoliberalism
and highlighting the intersectional experiences of women across different social strata.
Luxton’s examination of socialist feminism further enriches the discourse, offering practical
policy solutions for addressing entrenched gender inequalities in domestic labor, and Amber
J. Fletcher discusses the history of Canadian farm women and presents actionable recommen-
dations for equity. In part three, “Reimagining Policy,” contributors analyze the ideas proposed
by feminists and track the approaches adopted by governments in response. Lise Gotell scru-
tinizes the RCSW’s gender-neutral liberal feminist approach while also recognizing its signifi-
cant gains, and Christina Cabriel exposes the deficiencies of the RCSW in addressing
immigration and citizenship issues. Alana Cattapan traces the evolution of reproductive free-
dom in Canada and how the concept of responsibility of governance over reproduction has
evolved. Ann Porter discusses evolving obstacles to economic security for Canadian women
since the RCSW.

Part four, “Reframing Representation,” challenges conventional notions of political repre-
sentation. Alexandra Dobrowolsky exposes a recurring pattern of “strategic, cynical, and sinis-
ter representation” and advocates for a paradigm shift towards a bottom-up approach to
representation that centers the voices of marginalized groups. Linda Briskin provides an
insightful exploration of unions’ role in advancing women’s rights that underscores the impor-
tance of collective agency in effecting systemic change. Finally, in part five, “Reforming
Institutions,” contributors analyze the potential of institutions to act as catalysts for equity
mobilization and gender justice, such as human rights commissions, discussed by Nicole
S. Bernhardt, and multilevel governance and federal coordination, discussed by Tammy
Findlay.

Feminism’s Fight’s nuanced examination of key issues and discussions on gender equality
and social change make it a valuable addition to the literature on feminism and politics in
Canada. Although the focus on Canada is highly beneficial, incorporating a more comparative
approach could have enhanced it. By juxtaposing the Canadian experience with that of other
countries, the collection could have provided a deeper understanding of the unique challenges
and opportunities faced by feminists in Canada, while also illuminating transnational connec-
tions and solidarities. Additionally, this approach may have enriched the analysis by

718 Book Reviews/Recensions

available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008423924000362
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 3.17.81.122, on 26 Jan 2025 at 21:11:23, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use,

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008423924000362
https://www.cambridge.org/core


highlighting alternative strategies and policy interventions employed by feminist movements in
different contexts, offering valuable lessons for advancing gender equality and social justice
worldwide.

This work will no doubt be an excellent resource for researchers, graduate students, and fac-
ulty across disciplines, and will also appeal to policymakers, activists, and readers interested in
feminism, social justice, and politics. Feminism’s Fight is a timely collection that expertly doc-
uments and analyzes the ongoing struggle for feminist transformation in Canada. Its nuanced
examination of key issues and its contribution to ongoing discussions on gender equality and
social change make it a valuable addition to the literature on feminism and politics.

Competing interests. The author declares none.

Canadian Journal of Political Science 719

available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008423924000362
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 3.17.81.122, on 26 Jan 2025 at 21:11:23, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use,

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008423924000362
https://www.cambridge.org/core

