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Medical field exercises are important ways to practice the-
ory and take corrective measures from the lessons learned
of the exercise. To accomplish this, independent evaluators
are critical. "The National Medical Rescue Team (UMKE)
of Turkey II. National Training and Exercise Camp" was an
example of a field exercise using an independent evaluation
system. The event took place in Kayseri, Turkey between 15
and 18 August 2006. Five hundrend fifty UMKE members
from 11 cities and North Cyprus UMKE team participat-
ed in the event. An independent evaluation committee
composed of three members from different fields of exper-
tise observed and evaluated the exercise using an evaluation
form. The form includes a total of 90 questions in three
areas: (1) preparedness before the exercise; and (2) actions
taken during the exercise and the triage. "Yes", "No, and "I
do not know" were the response choices for each item. For
"Yes" and "No" answers, a Likert-type instrument with five
response alternatives was developed. There was also space
for any comments regarding each item. Out of 90 evalua-
tions, all evaluators gave seve negative, 59 positive and 24
not known comments. The results of the evaluation showed
that the triage success level of UMKE teams was high
whereas there is need to improve the training system.
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Various triage systems have been developed all over the
world. The objective of this study was to evaluate the suc-
cess and experiences of health personnel as to the method
of 'Simple Triage and Rapid Treatment'(START) that was
practiced during the Gulhane Military Medical Academy
Hospital Disaster Plan Exercise 2005. A total of 91 cases
whose triage category was pre-determined, participated in
the study. Eachok part according to the trauma scenario
they were provided. Triage teams, while evaluating the
cases, looked at brief the information written on the cards
hung around the patients' necks that provided ventilatory
rate, pulse rate and clinical status. They examined the
make-up of each of the mock patients. Results of the triage
performed in the field and in the hospital were compared

and the applicability of the START method was discussed.
The scenario was prepared with 11 black, 21 red, 25 yellow,
and 34 green victims. The hospital triage team designated
them as 13 black, 26 red, 26 yellow, 26 green. Some addi-
tional cases were triaged into a higher category. It was
noted that the dramatic appearances of the patients result-
ed in triage errors. It was concluded that theoretical train-
ing might be inadequate for correct triage practices during
mass-casualty situations and they should be supported and
developed using future practical exercises.
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Objectives: The objective of this study was to determine the
effectiveness of a prehospital trauma life support (PHTLS)
course for emergency medicine technicians in Tehran (capi-
tal of Iran). The knowledge of 240 technicians was assessed
before and three months after the course.
Methods: All of the technicians of the Tehran Emergency
Medicine Service participated in the four-day PHTLS
course taught by two emergency physicians, a surgeon, and
an anaesthesiologist. A standardized questionnaire with 40
questions was administered prior to the course. Three
months after the course was completed, another multiple-
choice questionnaire that consisted of 40 questions of the same
level of difficulty as did the first examination was administered.
Results: All of the 240 technicians were male with a mean
value of their ages of 30.1 ±5.1 (SD) years old. The mean
pre-course questionnaire score was 17.1 ±3.7 and conversely
related to mean age of the technicians. The highest score
attained was 26. The mean value for the post-course score
was 28.3 ±4.3, and the highest score was 35.
Conclusions: The PHTLS course is an effective strategy to
improve the performance of the EMS technicians. However,
it is recommended that their trauma management skills and
outcomes (patient mortality and morbidity) be evaluated.
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Nigeria

Nigeria is classified among the least motorized nations in
the world. Ironically, there is an unprecedented rise in mor-

March-April 2007 http://pdm.medicine.wisc.edu Prehospital and Disaster Medicine

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1049023X00060040 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1049023X00060040

