
Before the Act came into force I discussed this
point with the Chief Constables of the various police
authorities serving the area covered by this hospital.
They favoured the hospital being used, but when I
pointed out that this would mean that the police
themselves would be responsible for caring for the
personâ€”and theplateâ€”'pending examination' and that

admission would have to await the examination by
doctors and the arrival of a Mental Welfare Officer
to make the application, they agreed that this would
not be practical. They preferred to retain the police
station.

I have never been able to accept that under
Section 136 a person can be admitted. If I did, I
would agree with Dr Sims that patients might be
admitted who did not require admission. As it is,
only approximately 50 per cent of those taken to
police stations in the area we cover require admission
and of these quite a number come in informally.

DAVID RICE
Hellingly Hospital,
Hailsham,
East Sussex

NEWS ITEMS

Polyclinic for the Mentally Handicapped
This purpose-built Polyclinic was opened at

Purdown Hospital, Stapleton, Bristol, on 20 May
IQ77 by Professor Linford Rees, President of the
Royal College.

The function of the Polyclinic was outlined by Dr
Joseph Janear, who explained that the Polyclinic
was a natural development from the multi-disciplin
ary mental handicap research centre founded at
Stoke Park by the Rev. Harold Burden at the
beginning of this century and of the assessment
clinics established in the community by the staff of
the Stoke Park Group of Hospitals in the 'fifties. The

Polyclinic symbolized the multi-disciplinary team
approach which was concerned not only in the care,
education and rehabilitation of the mentally handi
capped within the hospital but also in providing
services to patients and their families in their homes
and in social services establishments in the catchment
area. The staff of the Polyclinic were also concerned
with the counselling, research and prevention
aspects of mental handicap.

In opening the Polyclinic Professor Linford Rees
reminded the audience that Purdown, Stoke Park
and associated hospitals had a long record of illus
trious research into the field of mental handicap,
associated with such famous names as Berry, Norman,
Fraser Roberts, Golia and Grey Walter, and also an
outstanding record for the provision of services for
the mentally handicapped. These high standards
had been continued by Drs Janear and Heaton-Ward
(both of whom had been elected to the Blake Marsh

Lectureships of the Royal College of Psychiatrists)
and by their other colleagues in the hospital and the
community. The College considered mental handicap
to be one of the most important specialties in psy
chiatry, and one of the most promising areas of
psychiatry for research. They could look forward to
most exciting and important developments in this
field. The new Polyclinic would serve as a model for
similar developments elsewhere.

University of Birmingham Faculty of Education

A Priorsfield Fellowship is offered every term at
the Faculty of Education, University of Birmingham,
to members of any profession who are concerned
with work relating to children with learning diffi
culties. The Fellowships are intended for those with
extensive experience in a relevant field, to enable
them to have a period of time to write, study or carry
out research, and also to provide opportunities for
interdisciplinary contact within the Faculty. It is
hoped that Fellows will contribute a limited number
of seminars on topics of their interest to some of the
advanced courses in the Faculty. Fellows are nor
mally given leave of absence with salary by their
employing authorities, but bursaries are available in
cases where this is not possible.

Appointments to Fellowships are made both
by selection and by invitation. Further information
and particulars can be obtained from the Secre
tary for the Priorsfield Project, Faculty of Edu
cation, University of Birmingham, Birmingham
815 2TT.
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