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HOT PROPERTY
The Stakes and Claims of Literary Originality
FRANCOIS! MELTZER

“Meltzer offers a provocative reassessment of the idea of authorship and 
its implicit reliance on the (masculine) values of originality, work, and 
property. Hoi Property is an important piece of work. It should be read 
by all scholars interested in critical theory, gender studies, and prob-
lems of modernity.”—Marie-Helene Huet, University of Virginia 
Cloth $27.50 184 pages

LANDSCAPE AND POWER
Edited by W. J. T. MITCHELL

The original essays in this volume consider landscapes as agencies of 
cultural power by which social and subjective identities are formed. By 
focusing on landscapes in specific places and at certain historical junc-
tures this book itself alters the landscape of aesthetics, revising the way 
we look at images that mark and change our cultural horizons.
*Paper $13.95 248 pages illus.

Now in paper

RHETORIC IN THE EUROPEAN 
TRADITION
THOMAS M. CONLEY

“There is nothing comparable to Conley in scope and quality. It is an 
irreplaceable book. . . . Pervading the whole of the work is a persuasive 
and original interpretation of the history of rhetoncal theory that consti-
tutes an important contribution to scholarship.” —Edwin Black, University 
of Wisconsin
“Rhetoric in the European Tradition is not only a fine book in a great tradition 
but a work that should help in reestablishing that tradition internation-
ally.”—Wayne Booth, University of Chicago
Paper $14.95 336 pages

THE CULTURE OF VIOLENCE
Essays on Tragedy and History
FRANCIS BARKER

Barker focuses on Shakespearean tragedy and present-day theory to 
illuminate aspects of early modem culture and to critique the ways in 
which the complicity between culture and violence has been occluded. 
“Barker brilliantly historicizes postmodernism and genuinely breaks 
new ground. A very important book for Renaissance studies, and for 
literary theory in general.”—Michael C. Schoenfeldt, University of 
Michigan
*Paper $17.95 258 pages

*Cloth edition available
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Makes “Teaching The Conflicts” Possible

FALLING INTO THEORY 

Conflicting Views on Reading Literature 

David H. Richter, Queens College of the City 
University ofNeiv York

Foreword by Gerald Graff, University of Chicago

■ the first book that enables instructors to “teach the conflicts” in 
undergraduate literature courses ■ 29 selections include both popular 
press versions of academic debates and accessible scholarly pieces
■ organized around three major questions of contemporary literary 
studies ■ general introduction and part introductions point out to 
students what is at stake in these debates ■ brief and affordable

“For some time I have been trying to persuade my fellow teachers that 
one of the best responses we can make to the increasingly heated conflicts 
that have erupted over American education is to teach the conflicts 
themselves. Since then I have had to explain myself to questioners 
ranging from the puzzled to the exasperated. Just what does ‘teaching the 
conflicts’ mean, especially when it comes down to what an instructor 
actually does on an actual Monday morning in a roomful of actual 
undergraduates? . . . Now, thanks to David Richter, I can refer question-
ers to a book that not only shows them how to teach the conflicts, but 
enables them to do it.”

— From the foreword by Gerald Graff, University of Chicago
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DAVID H. RICHTER

1989/clothbound
1470 pages/$42 net

The Most Widely Adopted Collection of Its Kind

THE CRITICAL TRADITION 

Classic Texts and Contemporary Trends

David H. Richter, Queens College of the City 
University ofNeiv York

“The Critical Tradition is the fullest one-volume collection of major text 
in literary theory and criticism. Richter manages to include not only all 
of the works usually treated in a historical survey but more than three-
score representative essays of contemporary criticism and theory.
Richter’s introductions are judicious, informed, and incisive, inviting the 
beginner into a serious engagement with even the most difficult selections 
while avoiding the simplistic categories that mar too many anthologies.”

— Wayne C. Booth, University of Chicago

“I admire the intellectual command and cogent, clear writing style of the 
introductions and value the fine, thoughtful selection of texts.”

— William Cain, Wellesley College

Bedford Books of St. Martin’s Press
For exam copies, call 1-800-446-8923
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