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pressed for the former, and as the book weighs seven pounds it is obviously
far too bulky for the latter. The information is grouped under genera,
which may be satisfactory for monotypic or small genera (which get a
disproportionate amount of space) but which make it necessary, in a large
genus like Accipiter and Falco, to wade through many pages to extract
little bits of information on a particular species; also there is much to
criticise in the drawings that adorn this section. .

The outstanding feature of the book is the magnificent series of action
photographs by Shelly Grossman. Admittedly most of these are of captive
birds, and where photographs of wild birds occur they are often un-
distinguished unless by other photographers such as Eric Hosking. But
only by the use of trained captive birds could one hope to obtain some of
these action sequences, for instance those of the horned owl and a snake,
and a red-tailed hawk and opossum, and they have been intelligently
selected to show features of the basic biology, for instance the use of the
cutting tool on the mandible in Falco.

Quite evidently this book represents an enormous amount of work, and
it will contain enough material on maptors to satisfy many people and
perhaps stimulate others, But it seems a pity that the authors did not
concentrate on the photographic material with enlarged sections on habits
especially as revealed by captive birds, without attempting to do the
impossible and include information on all species, This certainly cannot be
done without much greater compression and terseness than is found here.

L. H. BROWN.

The Birds of Natal and Zululand, by P. A. Clancey. Oliver &
Boyd, 84s.

This book is a noteworthy achievement. It will be indispensable to the
student of ornithology, and welcomed by all interested in South African
birds. It reflects the greatest credit on the energy of the author, also on
the printers, Detailed plumage descriptions are followed by field notes, with
reference to nests and breeding seasons, but no account of the eggs.
Subspecies are treated on a specific basis and the impression is that
attention has been less to field data than to taxonomic considerations, The
bird illustrations are all the author’s work and in the main are colourful
and pleasing, but it is a pity that more species did not receive colour
treatment instead of grouping individuals in one species.

Natal’s extensive grasslands are divided into types according to altitude,
and are distinctive in the avifaunal populations. The excellent photographs
of the countryside include three of the “highveld sourveld” but regrettably
none of the midland “nkonkoni” grassveld, The country descends rapidly
from 10,000 feet to sea-level and its zoogeography is of great interest;
so it is unfortunate that the map, instead of being topographical is
reproduced from a tourist road guide. There are some distributional
omissions, for the author has not yet investigated certain areas, as shown
by the addenda which result largely from a recent paper on a part of the
Drakensberg foothills, and there will be some disagreement with certain
subspecific divisions. Small imperfections, however, do not alter a very
readable and most competent volume, which is a valuable contribution to
the biological literature of an interesting region.

J. VINCENT.

About Sharks and Shark Attack, by David H. Davies. Routledge
& Kegan Paul, 40s.

The picture of ‘the triangular fin of a shark cutting through the water’
is a stock element of many thrillers; in popular imagination the savagery
of the shark is unequalled, but the true facts about sharks’ attacks on
man are less well known. In this book Dr. Davies describes in detail—
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