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ABSTRACTS

INSURGENCY:

THE TRANSFORMATION OF PEASANT REBELLION

By RAJ DESAI and HARRY ECKSTEIN
The nature of insurgencies is an ambiguous concept. As a step toward theory about it and

prudent action in regard to it, the authors argue that insurgency should be regarded as a
syncretic phenomenon—a highly potent compound that combines the "spirit" of archaic
peasant rebellions (their apocalyptic, millenarian passions) with modern revolutionary ide-
ologies and organization, and the practice of guerrilla warfare. Insurgency thus supplies both
the "steam" and the "piston box" that Trotsky considered an irresistible revolutionary com-
bination. The syncretic mix of disparate elements in insurgency has stood in the way of
proper conceptualization of the phenomenon, and of good theory and practice regarding it.
The authors further maintain that insurgency is generally confused with the Latin American
foco as well as with urban terrorism and guerrilla wars of all kinds; in fact the foco may well
foreshadow the end of insurgencies as a special type of collective political violence.

TESTING DETERRENCE THEORY:

RIGOR MAKES A DIFFERENCE

By PAUL HUTH and BRUCE RUSSETT
There is no consensus among scholars on how to test hypotheses about deterrence system-

atically. The disputes are sometimes rooted in differences about theory or sources of data,
but they are magnified by methodological confusion, especially over concepts and operational
definitions that produce perverse empirical results. Serious theoretical errors include inade-
quate appreciation of the role of uncertainty in deterrence as well as selection biases that
undermine empirical tests. Rigorous examination of our previous work in light of recent
criticism discloses very robust findings on the conditions for deterrence success and failure.

COOPERATION THEORY AND DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATIONS IN THE 1950s

By MATTHEW EVANGELISTA
Soviet-American disarmament negotiations of the mid-1950s provide a critical case for

evaluating theories of cooperation such as Tit-for-Tat and GRIT. Although both sides were
close to agreement on the main terms of a treaty by May 1955, the negotiations were ulti-
mately unsuccessful. On the basis of declassified U.S. documents, it now appears that the U.S.
did not favor an agreement at the time: thus the game was not Prisoners' Dilemma, but
Deadlock. The case reinforces the criticism of Tit-for-Tat that its unitary actor assumption
ignores domestic second-image pressures for arming, and it also calls into question "first-
image" explanations, such as GRIT, that focus on individual cognitive barriers to coopera-
tion. The importance of understanding the links between internal political coalitions and
external bargaining strategies is emphasized.

H I G H POLITICS IS L O W POLITICS:

THE DOMESTIC AND SYSTEMIC SOURCES OF ISRAELI SECURITY POLICY,

1967-1977
By MICHAEL BARNETT

The literature on international political economy explains foreign economic policies by
integrating systemic, state, and societal features. Theoretical approaches to national security,
however, have tended to extract the state from its societal context. An adequate conceptual-
ization of security policy must integrate both systemic forces and the domestic political econ-
omy.

One way of integrating these concerns is by examining the state's strategies for mobilizing
those financial, productive, and human resources considered necessary for national security.
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This article examines the political economy of the state's mobilization of resources for na-
tional security, called "war preparation," and proposes a framework for investigation that
consists of three elements: (i) the objectives of state managers, (2) the constraints on the state,
and (3) the policies of the state for mobilizing its required resources. Based upon these con-
siderations, some tendencies in the government's war preparation strategies are suggested.
The utility of this framework is explored through an empirical examination of Israel between
1967 and 1977. The study demonstrates how Israel's war preparation strategies were shaped
by the state's domestic and security objectives, the domestic political economy, and systemic
constraints and opportunities.

CRISIS IN SOCIALISM OR CRISIS OF SOCIALISM?

By ELLEN COMISSO
The immediate causes of the current crisis in socialism are the highly authoritarian and

extremely hierarchical political and economic structures created by Leninism. Yet the col-
lapse of state socialism also appears to be part of a more general crisis of socialism, a crisis
that includes even its potentially more democratic variants. At the core of this broader crisis
lies the diminishing appeal of the publicly owned enterprise, an institution that has always
been central to the very definition of socialism, but whose economic advantages are called
into question by the recent and rapid development of global markets in factors of production
and especially in assets. Consequently, communism's demise by no means signifies a victory
for either democratic socialism or even social democracy.

ERRATUM

In the article "U.S. Soviet Policy and the Electoral Connection" by Miroslav Nincic (April
1990), in Figure 1 (p. 377), the keys for "hostility" and "cooperativeness" were reversed. We
regret any confusion that may have been caused.
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NEW...

South Africa UPDATE Series

The South Africa UPDATE Series is an analytical record of develop-
ments in South Africa since 1980. The series builds on South Africa:
Time Running Out (SATRO), the report of the Study Commission on
U.S. Policy Toward Southern Africa published in 1981.

The first book in the series is:

The United States and South Africa:
The Reagan Years

The author, Pauline Baker, assesses the policy of "constructive en-
gagement," the domestic politics that led to the passage of the Compre-
hensive Anti-Apartheid Act, and developments since that landmark
legislation, including events leading to the historic peace accords in
Angola and Namibia. The book concludes with a review of the lessons
learned from the Reagan years.

The book provides a thorough description and analysis of:

• the policy of "constructive engagement" — its objectives,
strengths, weaknesses, successes, and failures

• the growth and impact of the anti-apartheid movement in the
United States.

• the political dynamics that led to the passing of the Compre-
hensive Anti-Apartheid Act of" 1986

• the regional and international forces that helped bring about
the settlement of the longstanding Namibian dispute

• the fundamental changes in the U.S.-South African relation-
ship

Price: $9.95 plus $2.00 for postage and handling, prepaid.

Published by The Foreign Policy Association and The Ford Foundation.
Order from: Foreign Policy Association, 729 Seventh Avenue,

New York, NY 10019
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WORLD AFFAIRS
NEW TITLES

State Politics in Zimbabwe
JEFFREY HERBST
Because of Its wide coverage and acute analysis of issues, institutions,
and interest groups, this new study provides the best single source for
understanding the politics of post-independence Zimbabwe.
Perspectives on Southern Africa $38.00

From Revolutionary Cadres to Party
Technocrats in Socialist China
HONG YUNG LEE
Lee offers for the first time a theoretical and historical perspective on
China's ruling elite. He traces the evolution of these cadres from the
guerrilla fighters who first joined the communist movement and founded
the new regime in 1949 to the technocratic specialists in power today.
Center for Chinese Studies " $40.00

Winner of the 1988 John K. Fairbank Prize in East Asian History

The State and Labor in Modern Japan
SHELDON GARON
Now in paper
"Essential reading for all who are interested in modern Japan and how it
developed. . . . It is a careful, nuanced examination of the long debate
over the place of labor in modern society and the changing contours of
labor policy." —Journal of Asian Studies $12.95 paper

Political Survival
Politicians and Public Policy in Latin America
BARRY AMES
Now in paper
"This is a compact, lucidly written, rich-in-observations study of survival
politics in Latin America. Its thorough statistical testing of a wide range
of hypotheses and pragmatic approach are most welcome."

— American Political Science Review
California Series on Social Choice and Political Economy $12.95 paper

At bookstores or order toll-free 1-800-822-6657.
Visa & MasterCard only.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS
BERKELEY 94720
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MICHIGAN MICHIGAN MICHIGAN
A new series

STUDIES IN
INTERNATIONAL
TRADE POLICY
Robert H. Stern, General Editor

John H. Jackson and
Edwin A. Vermulst, Editors

Antidumping Law
and Practice
A Comparative Study
cloth $69.50

John Whalley, Editor

Developing
Countries and the
Global Trading
System
Volume 1: Thematic Studies
cloth $39.50
Volume 2: Country Studies
cloth $37.50

John Whalley, Coordinator

The Uruguay Round
and Beyond
cloth $32.50

These three volumes, edited by John
Whalley, incorporate the results of the
Ford Foundation Project on Developing
Countries and the Global Trading
System. The set of three volumes is
available at a special price of $99.00.

John S. Odell and
Thomas D. Willett, Editors

International
Trade Policies
Gains from Exchange
between Economics and
Political Science
cloth $39.50

ALSO AVAILABLE

Harold K. Jacobson and
Michel Oksenberg

China's Participation
in the IMF, the World
Bank, and GATT
Toward a Global
Economic Order
cloth $32.50

Ulrich Herbert

A History of Foreign
Labor in Germany,
1880-1980
Seasonal Workers/Forced
Laborers/Guest Workers
Translated by William Templer
A volume in our new series, Social
History, Popular Culture, and Politics
in Germany,
cloth $37.50

Michigan residents, include 4% sales tax.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN PRESS
MICHIGAN Dept. HY P.O. Box 1104 Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106
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This issue is dedicated to the memory of

Klaus E. Knorr

(1911-1990)

Editor of World Politics, 1948-1979
Director of the Center of International Studies,

1960-1968
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