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Instructions for Contributors
Oryx—Th e International Journal of Conservation, published quarterly on 

behalf of Fauna & Flora International, is a journal of biodiversity conserva-

tion, conservation policy and sustainable use, and the interactions of these 

with social, economic and political issues. Th e journal has a particular inter-

est in material with the potential to improve conservation management and 

practice. Oryx also supports the publishing and communication aspirations of 

conservation practitioners and researchers worldwide, and helps build capacity 

for conservation.

Articles (2,000–7,000 words), Reviews (<7,000 words), Forum papers (<4,000 

words) and Short Communications (<2,000 words) are invited on topics rele-

vant to the journal’s focus, including:

• Th e nature and results of conservation initiatives, including case studies

• Research on the sustainable use of wild species

• Research on the status of threatened species, taxonomic groups or 

habitats

• Reviews of conservation policy, strategy and legislation in practice

•  Planning for species and biodiversity conservation

• Th e working of international conservation conventions

• Th e history of conservation, including the role of key people, 

organizations and initiatives

• Th e causes and consequences of biodiversity loss

• Case studies of conservation projects and programmes

• Th e social, economic and political dimensions of conservation

Note that word counts are all inclusive except for Tables and Figure and Plate 

captions.

Reviews provide comprehensive overviews of a particular conservation topic. 

Forum papers promote debate about current and controversial issues, usually 

with critical responses commissioned from one or more authors. Articles on 

the status of threatened species, taxonomic groups or habitats should generally 

be <4,500 words and have, where relevant, a context beyond that of the subject 

studied.

Submission Online at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/oryx (see http://www.

oryxthejournal.org for further advice). Upon submission the Corresponding 
Author will be required to confi rm that: (1) the submitted manuscript has 
not been published or submitted for publication elsewhere, (2) all authors 
have read the submitted manuscript and agreed to its submission, and (3) 
all authors have abided by the Code of Conduct for authors contributing 
articles (see Oryx, 35, 99-100 or http://www.oryxthejournal.org). If there is 

overlap with other articles, including any in press or in preparation, this should 

be stated and the articles in question sent to the Editor. Both quantitative and 

qualitative methodology used in the reported work should be appropriate to 

the research question and must be clearly described. Management recommen-

dations should be made where appropriate, and details of any implementation 

provided. 

Age of data Where relevant, dates of any fi eldwork must be provided. Oryx 

publishes research with the potential to have an impact on conservation outco-

mes. Th is requires conclusions to be based upon the best available and up-to-

date information and analysis and we therefore look carefully at all manuscripts 

in which conclusions are based on fi eld data collected some time ago (generally 

>4 years). We recognize, however, the value of historical fi eld or collection re-

cords but require evidence that these studies are directly relevant to eff ective 

conservation. Bear this policy in mind when submitting your manuscript and, 

if the data and/or associated analyses are not recent, justify, both in your cover 

letter and in the manuscript, the use of these data in terms of the conservation 

relevance of your fi ndings.

Preparation of manuscripts Consult a recent issue of Oryx for general style. 

Contributions should be in English, with British English spelling and terminol-

ogy, double-spaced, without footnotes, and with line numbers. Submissions, 

which can be a single fi le with all Tables, Figures, Plates and Appendices at the 

end or with text and other elements in separate fi les, must be in DOC format 

(not PDF). For submission, graphics can be in low to medium resolution as 

long as they are clearly legible, with publication-quality graphics to be provi-

ded upon any fi nal acceptance. Cover page should contain title, word count 

(all inclusive except for Tables and Figure and Plate captions), and full mailing 

address, e-mail, and address at the time the research was carried out, if diff e-

rent, of the corresponding author and all additional authors. Pages to be num-

bered, and order of sections to be: cover page, main text, biographical sketches, 

Tables, Figure and Plate captions, Figures, Plates. Short Communications must 

not have any subheadings.

Title A succinct description of the work (≤20 words) preferably embodying 

either the aim or the overall conclusion.

Abstract In <250 words the aims, methods, major fi ndings and conclusions; 

should be informative without reference to the text and should not contain any 

references or undefi ned abbreviations.

Keywords Up to eight pertinent words or phrases, in alphabetical order (these 

can repeat words in the title).

Structure Articles should generally follow the Introduction, Study Area (where 

appropriate), Methods, Results and Discussion format. Minimize use of other 

subheadings.

References Must be formatted in the journal's style (see details in the full 

Instructions for Contributors at http://www.oryxthejournal.org). Cite in the 

text as, for example, Hardcastle & Wilson (1996) or (Leadbeater, 1996). For 

three or more authors use the fi rst author's surname followed by et al.. Mul-

tiple references to be in chronological, then alphabetical, order. Reference list 

should be in alphabetical order, and article titles and the titles of serial publi-

cations to be given in full. If citations and bibliography are prepared using a 

bibliography manager any fi eld codes, tags or similar must be removed. 

Biographical sketches Th e research interests of all authors (<150 words total), 

over and above what is obvious from the subject of the manuscript and the 

authors’ affi  liations.

Tables Each on a separate page, with captions that are comprehensible without 

reference to the text.

Figures & Plates See the Guidelines for the preparation of Figures and Plates at 

http://www.oryxthejournal.org. Captions should be comprehensible without 

reference to the text

Appendices For mathematical or statistical models, lengthy tables, and ques-

tionnaires. May be published online-only, depending on length. Online-only 

appendices can also include Figures and Plates, and these can be in colour.

Abbreviations Minimize use, and provide full expansion of any at fi rst mention 

in the text.

Symbols, units & currencies Use SI units (International System of Units, 

http://www.bipm.org/en/si/) and ISO 4217 currency codes (http://www.iso.

org/iso/support/faqs/faqs_widely_used_standards/widely_used_standards_

other/currency_codes/currency_codes_list-1.htm).

Nomenclature Where necessary provide the basis used for nomenclature of 

taxa. Th e fi rst time a species is mentioned its scientifi c name should follow 

without intervening punctuation, thus African elephant Loxodonta africana. 

English names should be in lower case throughout except when they incor-

porate a proper name.

Off prints, page charges & colour fi gures Contributors receive a PDF fi le of their 

article, and may purchase off prints. No page charges are levied. Colour Figures 

can be published but only at the author’s expense.

Copyright Authors will be asked, upon acceptance of an article, to transfer 

copyright to Fauna & Flora International.

Review Manuscripts are subject to rigorous peer review. Contributors may 

suggest appropriate reviewers. For manuscripts with a substantial statistical 

content, one of the reviewers will be a statistician. Th e main criteria for accep-

tance are originality, scientifi c rigour, an appropriately broad context, relevance 

to the readership and acceptability of style. We receive more submissions than 

we are able to publish and the fi nal authority in all matters relating to publica-

tion lies with the Editor. 

Proofs Sent to authors as a PDF fi le. Corrected proofs must be returned to the 

Editor within 3 days of receipt; minor corrections can be communicated by 

e-mail.

Th e Editor welcomes contributions to the other sections of the journal (dead-

lines for the January, April, July and October issues are 1 October, 1 January, 

1 April and 1 July, respectively), by e-mail to oryx@fauna-fl ora.org (see 

http://www.oryxthejournal.org for further advice).

Letters Substantial and informative contributions (<700 words) in response to 

material published in the journal. 

Briefl y News (<6 months old) of general conservation interest based on autho-

ritative published sources (<150 words), including reputable web sites.

Conservation news Major recent developments (<6 months old) in conserva-

tion or important announcements (<700 words), other than from published 

sources.

Grants & Opportunities and Publications Availability of grants or funding 

opportunities and book reviews, respectively. Authors and publishers are 

invited to send publications to the Editor for potential review.

Th e full Instructions for Contributors (including the Guidelines for preparation 

of Figures & Plates and the Code of Conduct for authors contributing articles) 

are available at http://www.oryxthejournal.org or from the Editor, Oryx—Th e 
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