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Adam Smith turned economic theory on its head in 1776 

when he declared that the pursuit of self-interest mediated 
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invisible hand, to the greatest possible welfare for society 

as a whole. The Hesitant Hand examines how subsequent 

economic thinkers have challenged or reaffirmed Smith’s 

doctrine, some contending that society needs government 

to intervene on its behalf when the marketplace falters, 

others arguing that government interference ultimately 

benefits neither the market nor society.
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Notes for Contributors

Those wishing to submit manuscripts for publication in JHET should email the paper to
jhet@historyofeconomics.org. All manuscripts that pass an initial screening are refereed. 

1. Addresses for editorial correspondence are given on the inside front cover of this
issue.

2. The final version should be in Word or WordPerfect for Windows. Please send an
electronic version of the paper to the Editors at jhet@historyofeconomics.org. There is no
need to send hard copies.

3. All copy must be double-spaced, including indented quotations, footnotes, and ref-
erences. The right margin should be ragged, and the authors should use Times New
Roman, 12 pt. font throughout.

4. Double quotation marks should be used for any quoted material that appears within the
body of the text. Single quotation marks should be used for quotes within quotes.

5. The layout of papers, including title, section (sub-) headings, notes, and references
should conform to the style evidenced in the Journal.

6. Citations in the text must be in round parentheses. The page numbers should be pre-
ceded by p., or pp. if multiple pages are cited. E.g. (Peart 1996, pp. 167–68).

7. Endnotes should be embedded in the article, and their numbers should be indicated
by superscripts in the text. All notes should be collected together and placed, double-
spaced and beginning with a new page, at the end of the paper as endnotes.

8. Symbolic letters are italicized, whether in an equation or in the text. Numbers in
equations and in symbolic terms in the text are not italicized, even if they are subscripts or
superscripts.

9. Use an italic font, rather than underlines, for titles, emphases, etc. unless you do not
have an italic font.

10. The first time that a person’s name is used in the text, his or her first name and mid-
dle initial, or an alternative appropriate form of reference beyond the surname, should also
be given, no matter how well known the individual may be. E.g., John Maynard Keynes,
H. Gregg Lewis, George J. Stigler, T.R. Malthus, Adam Smith.

11. The references should appear immediately after the text of the paper, and in the fol-
lowing format:
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