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Cover The first global assessment of extinction risk for 
the syngnathiform fishes, the seahorses, pipefishes and seadragons 
(family Syngnathidae), trumpetfishes (Aulostomidae), shrimpfishes 
(Centriscidae), cornetfishes (Fistulariidae) and ghost pipefishes 
(Solenostomidae), shows that at least 6% are threatened, most 
of them seahorses. Nearly one-third of syngnathiformes are Data 
Deficient and could potentially be threatened, including the pygmy 
seahorse Hippocampus bargibanti (pictured). The main threats to 
syngnathids are overexploitation, primarily by non-selective fisheries, 
and/or habitat loss and degradation. Conservation action for syng-
nathids, including constraining fisheries, particularly non-selective 
extraction, and habitat protection and rehabilitation, would bene-
fit many other aquatic species. For further details, see pp. 497–506. 
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