Notes, News & Comments

ries on good old Harry Smith going back to the Arctic for
another summer of watching the bugs and the beetles.

But the North is much more sophisticated in the late
nineteen-eighties than formerly, and most of the subscri-
bers do not know Harry Smith and are not all that inter-
ested in bugs and beetles any more. Rather do they care to
view the broader scene. For instance, how is political devo-
lution getting along in the NWT? What is the future of the
mineral industry? Is the anti-fur-harvesting lobby having
an effect? What is the view of northerners on the DEW-
Line rebuilding? What is the fundamental basis for sub-
division of the Northwest Territories? Is the proposal to
build a class-eight icebreaker solely a question of Canadian
sovereignty or is it tied into the so-called ‘Star Wars’ scen-
ario? What is the next boom-and-bust cycle going to be
based upon? Will the languages of the majority (the native
peoples) and the government of the majority in the north of
Canada lead to a nation of the majority?

Information North is aware of these and other large ques-
tions, and has taken steps to change its editorial format to
address them. Without adopting any sort of advocacy
stance, Information North feels a responsibility to present
essay treatments of such topics. Thus, entire issues are
devoted to single topics, apart from retaining a few ‘depart-
mental’ items such as up-coming northern conferences. For
example, Information North invited members of the Dene
Nation* to write much of the material in the anti-fur-har-
vesting issue which came out in the winter of 1985. The
summer issue of 1986 dealt with native languages, and was
constructed around a report generated by a task-force that
is busily studying the future of native languages in the
NWT.

* Consisting of native inhabitants of northern Canada speaking
any of the Dene languages (Loucheux, North Slavey, South Slavey,
Dogrib, and Chipewyan).
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The next issue of Information North will deal with mil-
itarization of the North and will comprise a number of
short essays written from a variety of points of view, both
Canadian and international. The issue following that will
deal with arts and culture in the North, while subsequent
topics will include employment and communications in
the North. On some occasions, extra copies of the newslet-
ter are printed and made available for wider distribution in
northern regions.

Arctic is the academic journal of the venerable Arctic
Institute of North America, now of the University of Cal-
gary. It is currently in its 39th volume and just recently
adopted a more contemporary look, with cosmetic upgrad-
ing. Moreover the academic quality and central focus is
shifting to include more contributions in the field of social
studies, though history, anthropology, and archaeology,
remain as mainstays along with physical and life sciences
and engineering. Meanwhile politics and economics as well
as social planning are becoming increasingly important in
the North, and these are giving rise to more submissions on
those topics.

Attention is being given to the potential of electronic
management in journal and newsletter publishing. So also,
in the broader field of information distribution, consider-
ation is being given to the possibility of establishing elec-
tronic bulletin boards, and electronic mailing and telecon-
ferencing for northern communities.
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Canada.

The Council of Europe and Environmental Protection

Following his election as President of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe, Louis Jung, of France,
declared that the role of the Council of Europe in environ-
mental protection was vitally important: ‘The tasks of con-
serving our natural heritage and bequeathing a hospitable
environment to future generations are of fundamental con-
cern to us as we stand on the threshold of the 21st century.
Environmental problems should be regulated at European
level, with the close cooperation of local and regional
authorities and the populations of the various different
countries.’

The newly-elected President went on to say that ‘The
Council of Europe is a driving—force proposing specific
effective remedies—such as multilateral treaties, recom-
mendations, and publicity campaigns—which are instru-
ments for encouraging and promoting environmental pro-
tection in Europe. The Parliamentary Assembly plays a
specific role in this field, helping to forge a common aware-
ness throughout Europe, and to establish a network of close
cooperation—not merely between member states, but also
with Eastern bloc and African countries for instance. If we
defend the environment, we are defending the human race
and the lives of Europeans.’

Successful Cloning of Flotation Gene with Possible Applications

A French-American team has identified and cloned a
‘flotation gene’ that they believe could confer buoyancy on
microbes or cellular organisms which normally sink in
liquid culture media. They believe that inserting this gene
into industrially useful microbes or cellular organisms
could improve product-yields by increasing aeration, re-
ducing stirring-needs, and improving organism survi-
val.*

* and, we would think, quite likely having ultimate environmen-

tal implications—hence our interest in publishing this note.—
Ed.
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The flotation gene was found and cloned by a team which
included Dr Donald Bryant, assistant professor of Molecu-
lar and Celi Biology at Pennsylvania State University, and
three molecular biologists from the Pasteur Institute in
Paris, France. The French scientists are Nicole Tandeau de

" Marsac, Didier Mazel, and Jean Houmard.

The Penn State-Pasteur Institute team is continuing its
collaboration under grants from the US National Science
Foundation and the French National Centre for Scientific
Research. The idea and method for cloning the flotation
gene were patented recently in France by the Pasteur Insti-
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