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animal ; and they varied from animal to animal, even in the same species. The
order of preference was, roughly, as set out above. But the preferential series
for each animal showed a â€œ¿�serial principle â€œ¿�; that is, if food A is preferred to
food B, which in turn is preferred to food C, then food C is never preferred to food A.

M. HAMBLIN SMITH.

A Preliminary Experiment on Abstraction in a Monkey. (Journ. Comp. Psycho!.,
vol. xvi, p. 321, Oct., 1933.) Robinson, E. W.

The term â€˜¿�â€˜¿�abstraction â€˜¿�â€˜¿�may be used to cover situations in which an individual
learns to respond to some specific stimuli to the exclusion of others. An experi
mental situation was devised in which the subject could respond correctly only
by observing the whole set-up, and choosing on the basis of the relation which
the correct element bore to the whole. A Macacus monkey learned to respond
by choosing the one box of three which was different to the others. The experiment
is, at present, only preliminary. M. HAMBLIN SMITH.

3. Psychiatry.

Social and Moral Factors in Psychiatry. (Brit. Journ. Med. Psych., vol. xiii,
Oct., 1933.) Davies, Arthur Ernest.

The author suggests that some aspects of psychiatric practice would be
considerably improved if it supplemented the structural method by the genetic
method of the social and moral sciences. An inquiry is made into the nature
of social facts and into the relations of the individual to society. From this it
is concluded that a healthy social life for the community as for its constituent

members involves i@elations of two types : the â€˜¿�â€˜¿�personal â€˜¿�â€˜¿�,which are those
relations which are determined by the organic structure of a society, and which
are fundamental to its being and remaining what it is; and the â€œ¿�individualâ€œ¿�,
which are those which are or appear to be in contravention of the conventional
requirements embodied in social tradition. There is nothing in these relations
themselves that justifies anyone subordinating the one to the other.

The nature of moral facts is inquired into dialectically. The general objection
of the artificiality of the moral problem is disposed of. The development of the
conception of morals out of tradition is traced, morality being defined as that
aspect of the actual which fulfils a human purpose. If morality is understood
in the sense of sociality, the psychiatrist's attempt to deal with the moral aspects
of disease issues practically in the denial to his patient of the rights of a moral
individual. Society is the medium in which tradition develops. Social organiza
tions of every kind have, for those who belong to them, an instrumental value,
and are therefore moral institutions. Socialization is effected by imitation.
Custom keeps in being the machinery of the moral life, but the moral purposes
of particular communities require new modes of behaviour for their fuller
expression.

The psychiatric theory of mental life is examined to ascertain if it affords the
basis of an adequate psychological explanation of social and moral facts. The in
tentional character of the affective-conative tendencies is emphasized. The
cognitive factor in instinct is discussed, and it is premised that, excepting the
reflexes, there are no purely anoetic experiences. Empathy is shown to be
the outcome of gregariousness, and imitation the link between the latter and
sociality. Personality is not a datum, but an achievement; disturbances of
personality involve the moral life. Altruism, sympathy and the moral ideal are
briefly discussed. Sympathy is not the cause, but the universal accompaniment
of moral behaviour.
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